Rescue  personnel  evacuate  the  injured  after  yesterday  evening's  bombing  of  a rush-hour  train  in  central  Paris  ' ' photograph:  pwlippe  wooazb^ 

Bombers  bring  death  and  chaos 

Troops  on  alert 
in  French  cities 


Paul  Webster  and 
Alex  Duval  Smith  In  Parts 


Thousands  of  police 
and  troops  were  on 
alert  in  city  centres 
throughout  France 
last  night  after  a rush-hour 
bomb  killed  two  people  and 
injured  more  than  30  on  an 
express  urban  rail  line  in 
Paris.  Several  of  the  injured 
were  in  serious  condition. 

There  was  no  Immediate 
claim  of  responsibility  Tor  the 
explosion  at  6.05pm  at  Port 
Royal  station  by  the  Luxem- 
bourg Gardens. 

The  prime  minister,  Alain 
Juppe,  confirmed  at  the  scene 
that  a device  had  been  placed 
in  the  second  carriage  of  a 
southbound  train.  Eyewit- 
nesses described  thick  smoke 
and  a resounding  blast  which 
shook  the  earth. 


A man  living  above  the 
station  told  French  radio;  "I 
saw  the  carriage  and  it  was 
totally  blown  apart”  Another 
carriage  was  also  damaged. 

An  anti-terrorist  investiga- 
tion squad  was  on  the  scene. 

Remy  Jlemza,  aged  20,  said: 
“I  was  just  arriving  at  the 
station  when  I heard  the 
blast  Within  moments  people 
were  running  towards  me 
with  tears  in  their  eyes.  One 
woman  had  a cut  to  her  face. 

“There  was  a great  deal  of 
thick  smoke.  Luckily  there 
was  also  a lot  or  wind  and  it 
seemed  to  clear  quickly.” 

The  injured,  including  Bve 
in  serious  condition  and  three 
who  were  considered  critical, 
were  taken  to  three  nearby 
emergency  rooms,  including  I 
one  in  the  Val  de  Grace  mill-  j 
tary  hospital  less  than  200  j 
yards  from  the  scene. 

The  bomb,  a 30lb  gas  cylin- 


der packed  with  explosives, 
blew  up  as  the  train  pulled 
into  the  station,  on  the  RER  B 
line.  Port  Royal  is  only  two 
stops  from  Saint  Michel, 
where  eight  people  died  in  an 
Identical  explosion  on  the 
same  line  in  July  1995. 

That  blast  marked  the  Gist 
in  a three-month  series  of 
attacks  — several  consisting 
of  primed  gas  cylinders  — 
which  injured  more  than  200, 
and  which  were  blamed  on  Is- 
lamic extremists  acting  under 


orders  of  the  Algerian  Armed 
Mamie  Group. 

If  Algerian  extremists  were 
responsible  tor  last  night's 
blast,  they  could  have  been 
protesting  against  a presiden- 
tial referendum  held  by  the 
Algerian  government  at  the 
weekend.  They  may  have 
been  trying  to  increase  the 
political  impact  by  timing  the 
attack  to  coincide  with  the 
arrival  in  Paris  of  the  Ger- 
, man  Chancellor,  Helmut 
Kohl,  for  a meeting  with  Pres* 
| ident  Jacques  Chirac. 

Mr  Chirac,  in  a live  televi- 
sion address,  said:  “This  is 
without  doubt  a barbaric  and 
terrorist  act" 

After  visiting  the  scene,  Mr 
Juppe  ordered  the  reactiva- 
tion of  last  year's  national  VS- 
gipiroie  mass  security  opera- 
tion, placing  security  forces 
on  alert  at  public  buildings, 
stations,  airports  and  shop- 
ping centres. 

By  10pm,  heavily  armed 
gendarmes  and  soldiers  were 
on  duty  in  Paris,  but  there 
were  fears  that  panic  would 
again  disrupt  business  in  big 
cities  in  the  run-up  to  Christ- 
mas. Last  year’s  bombing 
wave  frightened  away  thou- 


sands of  people,  including 
tourists,  adding  to  the  crip- 
pling effect  on  the  economy  of 
public  sector  strikes. 

Police  admitted  last  night 
that  vigilance  had  lapsed  be- 
cause it  was  widely  believed 
that  the  fundamentalist 
threat  had  receded.  They 
promised  an  investigation 
into  failures  by  the  internal 
secret  services  charged  with 
watching  immigrant  groups. 
Big  police  operations  in  Paris, 
Lyon  and  Lille  that  continued 
into  this  year  led  to  dozens  of 
arrests  of  North  Africans. 
One  of  the  alleged  leaders  was 
shot  dead  by  paratroopers  in 
a Lyon  suburb  while  on  the 
run. 

Detectives  were  never  able 
to  prove  that  there  was  a mas- 
termind behind  the  bombers 
who  believed  that  France  sup- 
ported the  Algerian  govern- 
ment. Attacks,  including  at- 
tempts to  blow  up  a high- 
speed TGV  train  and  a school 
in  Lyon,  were  later  linked  to 
gangs  of  discontented  youths 
of  Algerian  or  Moroccan  de- 
scent or  converted  French 
Muslims  from  poor  suburbs 
who  had  been  In  touch  with 
fundamentalist  leaders. 


iwipiigratinn  and  iwylmni  -v  A 
O-GreatermaJort^yottogT^^ 
the  Gbuncft  of  Ministers;  ”* 
a Extra  powers  for  the  Euro- 
pean Parliament; 

□ Inclusion  of  the  objective  Of 
employment-creation  in  the 
treaty. 

The  draft  treaty  text  is 
strewn  with  references  to  pol- 
icy options.  Many  carry 
phrases  such  as  “the  majority 
of  member  states  favour  . . .” 
but  add:  “However,  one  mem- 
ber state  believes  . , In  the 
great  majority  of  cases,  Brit- 
ain Is  the  odd  man  out 

Senior  Irish  sources  say 
that,  in  spite  of  fierce  British 
objections,  there  has  been 
striking  evidence  in  the  last 
few  weeks  of  “an  increased 
willingness”  by  a majority  of 
countries  to  transfer  respon- 
sibility to  the  EU  for  some  as- 
pects of  immigration,  asylum 
and  the  EtTs  external  borders. 

“Member  states  want  the 
EU  to  be  more  active  about 
cross-border  crime,  drugs  and 
terrorism,"  a senior  source 
told  The  Guardian.  Most 
member  states  also  want  the 
Schengen  agreement  — at 
present  an  association  of 
seven  countries  aimed  at  cre- 
ating a zone  within-  which 
national  borders  disappear  — 
brought  within  the  EU,  the 
source  revealecL 

If  Britain  insists  on  staying 
outside  the  Schengen  agree- 
ment and  retaining  national 
control  of  its  borders  with 
other  EU  countries,  the  incor- 
poration of  a Schengen-style 
free  zone  into  the  EU  would 
in  effect  add  a third  British 
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Poverty  is 
when  you  can’t 
afford  50p 


Star  Wars  scientists  find  water  in  crater  on  the  Moon 


Tim  Radford  on  an  American  discovery 
expected  to  trigger  a new  explosion  of 
interest  in  Earth's  nearest  neighbour 


UNITED  States  Star 
Wars  scientists  yes- 
terday announced 
that  they  had  found  water 
on  the  Moon,  They  identi- 
fied ice  in  a deep  crater 
near  the  lunar  south  pole, 
where  the  son’s  rays  could 
never  melt  it. 

They  made  the  discovery 
a year  before  the  US  space 
agency,  Nasa,  was  due  to 
launch  a prospector  satel- 
lite to  search  for  water  on 
Barth’s  nearest  neighbour. 


The  find  Is  bound  to  trig- 
ger a new  explosion  of  in- 
terest In  the  Moon.  last  vis- 
ited by  Apollo  17.  more 
than  25  years  ago.  With 
water  already  there,  hu- 
mans could  live  and  work 
on  the  Moon,  Without  It, 
they  could  not. 

The  discovery  came  after 
careftil  scrutiny  of  more 
than  1.8  million  images  of 
the  lunar  surface  by  a tiny 
“quick  and  dirty”  Clemen- 
tine spacecraft  mission  two 


ln$ide 


years  ago.  The  Pentagon  — 
the  headquarters  of  the  US 
defence  machine  and  the 
“godparent”  of  the  mili- 
tary-inspired clementine 

project  — revealed  **an  ice 
formation  the  size  of  a 
small  lake”  in  a giant 
crater. 

“If  you  could  wish  fbr 
any  one  thing  there  to 

make  it  easier  to  explore 

with,  it  would  be  water,” 
said  Anthony  Cook,  astron- 
omer at  the  Griffith  Obser- 
vatory in  Los  Angeles. 

“With  water  there  you 
could  have  enclosed  areas 
to  grow  plants,  grow  your 
own  food,  make  your  own 
fuel,  make  your  own  air,” 
be  added.  “You  don’t  have  ! 


World  News 


to  launch  ail  that  stuff  from  I 
big  rockets  on  the  Earth.” 

After  the  Apollo  astro- 
nauts had  landed  on  the 
Moon,  Apollo  spacecraft  ( 
swept  aroxmd  its  equator 
looking  Cor  signs  of  water. 
They  found  none. 

Russian,  American  and 
European  scientists  began 
to  study  the  Earth  Itself 1 
from  space,  and  the  further 
planets. 

They  became  increas- 
ingly interested  in  water  tax 
the  Solar  System,  and  today 
Nasa  expected  to  launch  yet 
another  spacecraft  to 
search  for  evidence  of 
water  on  Mars.  Nasa  also 
plans  in  1997  to  launch  Lu- 
nar Prospector  to  hunt  for 


minerals  and  water  at  the 
Moon's  poles. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Pen- 
tagon’s Ballistic  Missile 
Defence  Organisation  had 
put  up  a cut-price  space 
probe  called  Clementine, 
designed  to  test . missile- 
tracking  systems  for  Ron- 
ald Reagan's  notorious  Star 
Wars  programme. 

Using  radar  and  other 
sensors.  Clementine  spent 
70  days  circling  the  Moon 
in  1994  and  sent  back  an 
array  of  images  likely  to 
keep  scientists  happy  for 
years. 

One  of  these,  on  the 
Moon’s  dark  side,  was  of  & 
crater  twice  the  size  o£  Cy- 
prus and  far  deeper  than 


Finance 


Mount  Everest.  According 
to  Rick  Lehner  of  the  Pen- 
tagon, a radar  signal 
returned  from  the  crater 
told  of  “tens  of  feet”  of  fro- 
zen water. 

This  could  have  been 
dumped  there  1111110118  of 
years  ago  in  a collision 
with  a comet,  a ball  of  fro- 
zen. snow  and  rock..  Once 
trapped  In  a crater  in  the 
ltrnar  darkness,  at  -230C, 
the  water  could  not  escape. 

The  moon  water  could  be 
used  for  drinking,  turned 
into  breathable  oxygen  or 
transformed  into  Kiel,  raid 
Mr  Lehner. 

“Obviously  you’re  talk-  ■ 
ing  way,  way  in  the 
fixture,”  he  said. 
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Trick  answer  to  a 
straight  question 


Simon  Hoggart 


TRICK  questions  come 
thick  and  Cast  in  Parlia- 
ment; what  we  had  yes- 
terday was  a trick  answer. 

Tony  Blair  started  with  his 
usual  mild  first  question.  This 
is  supposed  to  establish  what 
a reasonable  fellow  he  is.  how 
he  Is  asking  only  in  a spirit  of 
genuine  inquiry,  and  to  pro- 
vide the  excuse  for  his  next 
two  questions  turning  into  a 
mad.  frothing  ranL 
(The  idea  is  that  the  rant 
appears  on  the  Six  O’clock 
News.  The  problem  for  Mr 
Blair  is  that  it  doesn't  quite 
work:  his  Mr  Hyde  looks  even 
less  frightening  than  his  Doc- 
tor JekylL) 

The  Labour  leader  asked: 
“Will  you  now  say  clearly,  and 
without  qualification,  that 
your  statement  of  April  3 on 
behalf  of  the  Government, 
that  at  the  next  election  you 
will  not  rule  out  the  option  of 
joining  a single  currency  in 
the  next  Parliament,  remains 
unequivocally  the  position  of 
the  Government?" 

(I  had  to  go  for  acup  of  tea 
after  typing  that.  Imagine 
what  it  was  like  saying  it) 
John  Major  rose.  We  were 
expecting  his  usual  response, 
which  is  to  ignore  the  ques- 
tion, to  answer  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent question,  or  to  claim 
that  the  questioner  is  guilty  of 
gross  moral  turpitude  in  even 
wishing  to  ask  the  question. 

- Instead  he  replied,  echoing 
Mr  Blair's  very  words  (what  is 
the  opposite  of  "very”  words? 
Is  it  “somewhat’’  words? Mr 
Blair's  “slightly  words”?): 
“That  remains  unequivocally 
the  position  of  the 
Government ’* 

There  was  a sharp  intake  of 
breath  from  around  Die 
House.  Nobody  could  remem- 
ber when  the  Prime  Minister 
last  gave  a straightforward 
reply  to  a straightforward 
question.  Over  to  Bill  Frindall 
in  the  commentary  box. 

“Thank  you,  Simon.  I think 
the  last  record  of  the  Prime 
Minister  giving  a straight- 


forward answer  to  a straight- 
forward question  was  Pitt  the 
Younger  in  1806,  though  he 
was  on  his  deathbed,  so  that 
didn't  count  as  a first-class 
match.  Meanwhile,  can  I say 
how  much  I am  enjoying  this 
delicious  fruit  cake  kindly 
sent  in  by  Mrs  Ena  Fabricant 
ofRottingdean?” 

Mr  Blair  wasn't  non- 
plussed, but  he  didn't  look  ex- 
actly plussed  either.  He  tried 
again,  and  got  another 
straightforward  answer.  It 
was  awful,  and  if  it  continues, 
could  mean  the  end  of  Prime 
Minister’s  Question  Time  as 
we  know  it. 

Later,  a pair  Of  young 
women  in  the  Strangers'  Gal- 
lery unfurled  a banner,  about 
arms  sales  to  Indonesia,  and 
started  shouting.  They  were 
removed,  roughly,  by  four  at- 
tendants. Usually  the  House 
likes  to  pretend  that  these 
events  are  not  happening,  like 
gentry  avoiding  lager  louts. 

Bid  this  time  a benchload  of 
Nationalists,  Scottish  and 
Welsh,  began  applauding  the 
protesters.  Tories  were  en- 
raged, and  one  of  the  clapping 
MPs,  Cynog  Dafls  (PC,  Ceredi- 
gion) was  told  to  leave  by  the 
Speaker  (though  it  turned  out 
she  was  warning,  rather  than 
ejecting,  him). 

I can  see  the  point  If  demon- 
strations were  allowed,  the 
Commons  could  never  con- 
tract any  business.  They  have 
to  be  banned,  just  as  you 

couldn't  tolerate  a loud  protest 
against  the  cold  weather 
allowance  during  a perfor- 
mance of  La  Boheme. 

But  1 don’t  think  i was  alone 
in  feeling  a shiver  of  pleasure 
that  for  once,  quite  illegally,  a 
gust  of  reality  had  blown  for  a 
few  seconds  through  the  fetid 
air  of  the  Commons  chamber. 

Ken  Clarke  later  reported 
back  on  the  Ecofln  meeting. 
For  the  third  time  in  eight 
days,  nobody  laid  a glove  on 

him. 

His  message  was  that  there 
were  no  real  problems,  every- 
thing was  as  he  predicted  it 
would  be,  and  he  couldn't 
understand  why  he  had  been 
dragged  away  from  the  pub  to 
answer  such  pointless 
questions. 

“I  could  have  came  hack 
saying  that  I had  found  and 
stayed  some  dragons,  but 
there  weren’t  any  dragons,” 
he  said. 

Cobblers,  but  as  the  old  joke 
has  it  frightfully  well-brewed 
cobblers. 


Review 


Frayed  farce  that 
fails  to  catch  fire 


Michael  Billington 

Plunder 

Savoy  Theatre 

I AST  time  Griff  Rhys 
| Jones  was  due  to  appear 
I ■■■in  a Ben  Travers  force  at 
the  Savoy,  the  theatre  burned 
down.  This  time,  he  himself  is 
the  brightest  spark  in  a 
revival  that  takes  time,  so  to 
speak,  to  catch  fire:  the  fault 
lies  more  in  Travers'  frayed 
play  than  in  Peter  James's  per- 
fectly decent  production. 

Plunder,  dating  from  1928, 

has  its  place  in  history  as 
probably  the  first  farce  to 
hinge  on  robbery  and  death 
and  to  threaten  Its  twin 
heroes  with  the  rope.  It  takes 
Travers  a long  time,  however, 
to  crank  up  the  machinery. 
The  plot-heavy  first  act  shows 
society  crook  Freddy  Malone 
enlisting  his  dimwitted  chum, 
D’Arcy  Tuck,  in  a plan  to 
relieve  an  ex-housekeeper  of 
some  jewels  she  has  gained  by 
marrying  her  late  employer. 

It  may  seem  absurd  to  apply 
contemporary  political  cor- 
rectness to  a twenties  force 
but  two  things  stick  in  one’s 
craw.  The  party  in  question. 
Mrs  Hewlett  is  seen  as  a just 
victim  because  she  is  ex- 
tremely stout  and  lower  class. 


I know  there  was  always  a 
stereotype  battleaxe  in  the 
Aldwych  forces,  but  the  Joke 
in  this  case  wears  thin:  the 
moral  seems  to  be  that  you 
can  get  away  with  theft  and 
even  an  accidental  killing,  as 
long  as  you  are  well-bred  old 
sChool  chums  and  your  vic- 
tims are  a predatory  servant 
and  her  blackmailing  brother. 

Time,  in  short  has  not  been 
kind  to  the  play.  That  it  sur- 
vives at  all  Is  largely  due  to 
the  genuine  charm  of  Rhys 
Jones  who,  as  D’Arcy  Tuck, 
gives  the  impression  of  a hap- 
less innocent  caught  up  in 
murky  shenanigans.  He  is  at 
his  best  in  the  largely  silent 
scene  of  the  bedroom  robbery 
where  he  douses  himself  with 
the  victim's  chloroform  and 
sways  like  a pine  tree  caught 
In  a hurricane.  He  displays  the 
well-timed  fluster  of  the  bom 
forceur. 

But  Plunder,  which  nearly 
20  years  ago  at  the  National 
seemed  quite  a jolly  play,  now 
beg  ins  to  look  as  if  It  has 
passed  its  sell-by  date.  It  con- 
tains a J uiey  star  part  and  has 
some  neat  verbal  byplay  but  it 
is  based  on  class  assumptions, 
not  to  mention  cruel  jokes 
about  female  fatness,  that  now 
look  offensively  dated. 

This  review  appeared  in 
some  editions  yesterday. 


Cabinet  Europhiles  unite  behind  keeping  options  open  □ Sceptics  fight  on  against  single  currency 

M^jor  backs  Clarke  on  EMU 


Michael  White 

Political  EcStor 


TORY  Euro-sceptics 
last  night  vowed  to 
tight  on  in  their 
campaign  against 
the  single  European 
currency  after  John  Major  de- 
cisively aligned  himself  with 
the  Cabinet’s  Europhile 
heavyweights,  Kenneth 
Clarke  and  Michael  Hesel- 
tine,  in  keeping  British  op- 
tions open. 

To  rub  In  his  victory,  the 
Chancellor,  who  had  been 
portrayed  as  isolated  In  Cabi- 
net — by  18  votes  to  four,  ac- 
cording to  the  Tory  tabloids 
— gave  MPs  a report  of  delib- 
erately mind-numbing  com- 


plexity from  Monday’s  meet- 
ing of  EU  finance  ministers. 

Sceptics  had  predicted  he 
would  commit  the  manage- 
ment of  the  British  economy 
to  disciplinary  procedures 
under  the  planned  “stability 
pact",  whether  the  UK  enters 
the  5 Ingle  currency  or  not 
But  they  foiled  to  land  a blow 
on  Mr  Clarke,  whose  willing- 
ness to  resign  if  poshed  too 
for  la  widely  believed  — not 
least  by  Number  10. 

The  Chancellor  even  denied 
slaying  Euro-dragons  in  Brus- 
sels this  week.  "There 
weren’t  any  dragons,”  he  in- 
sisted. But  the  tight  goes  on  to 
the  promised  two-day  Com- 
mons debate  before  the  ElTs 
Dublin  summit  on  December 
13-14.  A single  mistake  could 


trigger  a no-confidence  vote. 

After  days  of  renewed  spec- 
ulation that  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter may  he  edging  towards 
openly  saying  “no”  to  British 
membership  of  the  planned 
euro  throughout  the  1997-2002 
parliament,  Mr  Major  nailed 
the  rumours  under  pressure 
from  Tony  Blair  at  question 
time  in  the  Commons. 

The  Labour  leader  had 
asked  him:  “Will  you  now  say 
clearly  and  without  any  quali- 
fication that  your  statement 
of  April  3 on  behalf  of  the 
Government,  that  at  the  next 
election  you  will  not  rule  out 
the  option  of  joining  a single 
currency  In  the  next  parlia- 
ment, remains  unaqiiltrnwilly 

the  position  of  the 
Government?” 


Mr  Major  replied:  “That 
remains  unequivocally  the 
position  of  the  Government” 
— an  nnnmaiTy  crisp  and  un- 
ambiguous answer.  Mr  Blair 

then  urged  him  to  “tidy  up 
one  small  loose  end"  by  en- 
dorsing remarks  by  Mr  Hesel- 
tine  on  Radio  4’a  The  World  at 
One  that  “we  are  not  going  to 
change  our  position  in  the 
election  campaign  or  in  this 
parliament"  . 

A testy  Mr  Major,  who  had 
been  denying  any  subtle  pol- 
icy shift  for  two  days,  replied: 
“Mr  Hesettme  that  That 
is  our  position.'’  Tory  loyal- 
ists cheered,  but  Mr  Blair  was 
satisfied  that  he  had  helped 
paint  Mr  Major  into  a corner 
where  the  sceptics  will  harry 
him  all  winter. 


Though  officials  denied  it 
the  exercise  looked  to  have 
been  co-ordinated  at  the  Cabi- 
net’s morning  strategy  com- 
mittee, which  was  chaired  by 
MrHeseWne. 

Sceptics  such  as  Norman 
Lament,  David  Heathcoat- 
Amory  9t||i  John  Redwood, 
peppered  Mr  Clarke  with 
technical  questions  yester- 
day, convinced  that  most  vot- 
ers would  respect  the  Cabinet 
more  if  it  said  what  it  — and 
they  — believe;  that  Britain 
win  not  joih  a-singLe  currency 

before  2002. 

The  Clarke-Major-Heseltme 
wtHs  is  now  certain'  to  hold 
lintn  polling  day,  since  Mr 
and  Downing  Street 
officials  went  out  of  their  way 
yesterday  to  dismiss  claims 


that  when 

there  would  ® policy 

SS^Sn  this  parliament” 
helot  op*“  option  to 

rpaifp  a switch  during  the 
election  c^rnaP^n  — after 
Parliament:  is  dissolved. 

“How  many  hit ms  does  one 
have  to  so  on  saying  it?”  Mr 
Heseltfre  told  Radio  4.  Brit- 
ain wpuld  stay  in  the  single 
currency  negotiations  to  pro- 
tect the  national  Interest 
“until  the  ink  is  dry  on  the 
paper”,  he  said. 

One  sceptic  privately  coun- 
tered: 'The  Cabinet  are  al- 
ways teetering  chi  the  brink  of 
changing  tiw  policy.  This  will 
go  on.”  The  Europhile  Tory 
MP  Quentin  Davies  derided 
such  talk.  “They  win  just 
have  to  dream  on,”  be  said. 


Gwyn  Jones ...  An  Independent  assessment  panel  has  declined  to  reappoint  him  as  chairman  of  BBC  Wales  and  a governor  of  S4C  and  the  BBC 

Nolan  reforms  oust  quango  man 


DwfdHeneke 
Westminster  Corrpaponderrt 


A WELSH  Tory  once 
tipped  as  a future 
chairman  of  the  BBC 
has  become  the  first 
victim  of  Lord  Nolan's  clamp- 
down  on  "jobs  for  the  boys". 

An  independent  panel  has 
refused  to  re-appoint  turn  as 
chairman  of  BBC  Wales  and  a 
governor  of  both  the  Welsh 
language  channnel,  S4C,  and 
the  BBC  for  the  next  five 
years. 

Dr  Gwyn  Jones,  aged  48.  a 
flamboyant  businessman,  was 
given  prominent  quango 
posts  by  successive  Welsh 
secretaries  Peter  Walker  and 
David  Hunt  His  present  part- 
time  job  at  the  BBC  is  worth 
£21,000  for  a two-day  week  — 
a £16,000  salary  plus  £5,000  in 
benefits.  His  part-time  post  as 
a governor  at  S4C  Is  worth  up 

to  another  £13,000. 

Now  Wflltam  Hague,  the 
present  Welsh  Secretary,  has 
used  his  discretionary  powers 
to  set  up  an  independent  as- 
sessment panel  to  interview 
candidates  for  re-appoint- 
ment  as  governors  for  the 


Track record 


□ Criticised  by  MPs  over 
spending  £7,098  on  Con- 
corde and  a helicopter  to  in- 
terview a candidate  for  the 
WDA's  North  American  in- 
vestment office.  He  ex- 
plained he  had  heavy 
commitments. 

□ He  appointed  as  WD  A 
marketing  director  a con- 
victed fraudster,  Nell 
Smith,  who  forged  a refer- 


ence purported  to  be  from 
Home  Office  minister  Sir 
Peter  Lloyd  while  in  prison. 

□ Had  to  repay  £3,379  of  a 
£16,895  Industrial  grant 
when  he  con  verted  part  of 
one  of  his  three  homes  into  a 
flat. 

□ Attacked  by  Labour  MPs 
In  1994 for  foiling  to  declare 
an  interest  while,  as  a BBC 


national  governor,  he  criti- 
cised BBC  journalists  over 
an  investigation  into  a land 
deal.  It  waa  between  Teuco, 
of  which  he  was  a director, 
and  the  WDA,  of  which  he 
was  past  chairman . 

□ The  Commons  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee  said  the 
land  deal  had  been 
“handled  in  a totally  unac- 
ceptable manner.” 


BBC  and  the  Welsh  language 
channel.  The  decision  follows 
a report  this  year  from  Lord 
Nolan,  the  life  peer  appointed 
by  John  Major  to  examine 
standards  in  public  life,  call- 
ing for  the  end  of  party  politl- 
cal  patronage  in  quango 
appointments. 

His  decision  Is  said  by 
Whitehall  sources  to  have 
provoked  a row.  with  lobby- 
ing from  supporters  of  Dr 
Jones,  including  Mr  Hunt  and 
Lord  Walker,  pressing  for  Dr 
Jones's  re-appointment, 
which  is  the  normal  proce- 
dure for  governors. 


Virginia  Bottomley,  the 
Heritage  Secretary,  was  also 
under  pressure  to  re-appoint 
Dr  Jones. 

The  panel,  under  Rachel  Lo- 
max, permanent  secretary  at 
the  Welsh  Office,  has  put  for- 
ward for  the  job  two  non- 
Tories,  Roger  Jones,  the 
owner  of  Penn  Pharmaceuti- 
cals, of  Tredegar,  and  Wyn- 
ford  Evans,  the  former  chair- 
man or  SWALEC,  the 
privatised  Welsh  electricity 
ultillty.  John  Major  wID  ap- 
prove the  final  choice  before 
Christmas.  It  then  goes  to  the 
Privy  Council. 


The  decision  to  drop  Dr 
Jones  follows  a period  of  con- 
troversy when  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Lord  Walker  as 
chairman  of  the  Welsh  Devel- 
opment Agency  at  a salary  of 
£42,000  for  a two  day  week. 
The  agency  has  a budget  of 
over  £161  million  to  attract  in- 
dustry to  Wales. 

No  sooner  had  he  been  ap- 
pointed in  1988  when  a series 
of  scandals  broke  about  the 
running  of  the  agency,  lead- 
ing to  a damning  report  from 
the  all-party  Commons  Puhlic 
Accounts  Committee  in  1993. 
Mr  Hunt  appointed  him  in 


1991  to  the  BBC  and  S4C 
posts. 

In  1993  Labour  MPs  pro- 
tested to  John  Redwood,  Mr 
Hunt's  successor  as  Welsh 
Secretary,  asking  him  to 
remove  Dr  Jones  from  his 
posts  at  the  BBC  and  S4C  In 
the  wake  of  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee  report  Mr 
Redwood  refused. 

The  BBC  confirmed  in  Lon- 
don yesterday  that  Dr  Jones 
is  not  to  be  reappointed  to 
the  goveraships.  He  is  under- 
stood to  have  informed  BBC 
Wales  that  he  is  not  to  stay  as 
he  has  now  been  appointed  a 
European  chief  executive  for 
a global  computer  company. 
The  announcement  follows 
his  rejection  by  the  indepen- 
dent assessment  panel. 

Roderic  Morgan,  the 
shadow  Welsh  minister,  who 
had  campaigned  for  Dr  Jones 
to  leave  h is  quango  jobs,  last 
night  welcomed  the  panel's 
decision. 

“Lord  Nolan  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated in  providing  the 
opportunity  to  end  this  *jobs 
for  the  boys’  system." 


Row  as 
tunnel 
trains 
resume 


IffmfcChaucSiary 

and  Rebecca  forithen 


Eurotunnel  was  last 
night  accused  of  patting 
profits  before  safety  in 
the  run-up  to  Christmas  after 
it  announced  that  passenger 
services  through  the  Channel 
tunnel  are  to  resume  today. 

The  decision.  15  days  after 
a fire  broke  out  in  the  tunnel, 
was  taken  after  a meeting  of 
the  tunnel’s  safety  authority 
yesterday.  A spokesman  for 
the  authority  raid  it  had  ad- 
vised the  overall  tunnel  body, 
the  Anglo-French  Intergov- 
ernmental Commission,  that 
services  should  resume. 

The  first  train  was  due  to 
leave  Waterloo  station  In  Lon- 
don for  Paris  at  6-50axn  today. 

Sen  Cameron,  general  sec- 
retary of  the  Fire  Brigades 
Union,  accused  Eurotunnel, 
the  company  that  manages 
the  Channel  tunnel,  and 
Eurostar,  which  operates  the 
train  services,  of  putting 
“profit  btfore  safety”  to  cash 
in  on  the  expected  Christmas 
rush. 

He  said:  “We  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  tunnel 
should  not  be  opened  while 
the  repair  work  is  being  car- 
ried on.  That  is  putting  the 
safety  of  passengers  and 
members  of  the  rescue  ser- 
vices at  risk." 

Roger  Gale,  Conservative 
MP  for  North  Thanet.  who 
has  regularly  expressed 
doubts  about  tunnel  safety, 
said  last  night  that  he  had 
“considerable  lingering  anxi- 
eties” about  the  resumption 
of  passenger  services. 

Eddie  Ryder,  British  chief 
of  the  tunnel’s  safety  author- 
ity, said  last  night  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  necessary 
safety  equipment  was  avail- 
able and  that  revised  operat- 
ing and  emergency  proce- 
dures were  in  place.  He 
added:  “The  Important  thing 
to  remember  is  that  there  is  a 
safe  haven  [the  service  tun- 
nel] within  very  close  reach 
at  all  times.” 

Repair  work  on  the  part  of 
the  tunnel  damaged  by  fire, 
which  is  expected  to  last  be- 
tween three  to  four  months,  is 
to  continue  while  passenger 
services  are  running. 

Eurostar  plans  to  resume 
running  13  out  of  Its  normal 
14  return  trips  to  Paris  and 
seven  of  its  normal  eight 
round  trips  to  Brussels,  but 
freight  shuttle  services  are 
not  expected  to  resume  for 
sometime. 

A spokesman  for  Eurotun- 
nel said:  “We  are  absolutely 
delighted.  This  is  an  early 
Christmas  present  for  us  and 
our  customers.’’ 
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Ambulence  crew  wheels  wounded  David  Ewin  away  from  the  street  in  Barnes,  scrath-west  London,  where  police  found  him  and  a stolen  car.  He  received  gunshot  wounds  to  the  arm  and  stomach 

Aimed  PC  accused  of  murder 

Suspect  car  thief 
shotas  he  made 
futile  escape  bid 


Duncan  Campbell 
Crime  Correspondent 


A POLICEMAN  who 
shot  an  unarmed 
suspected  car  thief 
as  he  frantically 
tried  to  escape  yes- 
terday went  before  a jury 
accused  of  murder. 

Patrick  Hodgson,  a consta- 
ble aged  49,  said  he  shot  the 
suspect  twice  because  he 
feared  for  the  safety  of  him- 
self and  the  public.  He  denies 
the  charge. 

David  Ewin  was  shot  from 
the  front  passenger  side  as  he 
revved  the  car,  making  the 
wheels  spin,  the  Old  Bailey 
heard. 

Crown  counsel  John  Bevan 
said  that  after  the  shooting 
Hodgson  kept  repeating: 
•'Why  didn’t  he  do  as  he  was 
told?  1 had  no  choice  ...  It 
tends  to  suggest  that  Ewin 


was  shot  because  he  didn’t  do 
as  he  was  told.  That  is  not  the 

. i.  . 

seaSer  In ana^Mresponse 
vehicle  patrolling  west  Lon- 
don on  February  ^ last  year. 
Another  officer  1q  the  car,  PC 
Patrick  Kelly,  had  jotted 
down  the  number  of  a stolen 
Toyota  after  a message  on  the 
police  radio.  By  chance,  they 
spotted  the  car  parked  outside 
a shop  in  Barries,  south-west 
London. 

As  they  approached  the  car, 
a man  ran  out  of  the  shop.  "A 
normal  midday  Tuesday  busy 
street  scene  was  suddenly 
transformed,"  Mr  Bevan  said. 
Within  minutes,  Ewin,  aged 
38,  lay  wounded  in  the  arm 
and  stomach.  He  died  in  hos- 
pital on  March  16. 

Mr  Bevan  said  Ewin  saw 
the  police  car  from  the  shop. 
Ewin  said  “Oh,  no!”  and  ran 
out  to  the  car. 


David  Ewin:  was  behaving 
like  a maniac’ 

Witnesses  gave  confusing 
accounts  of  what  happened, 
Mr  Bevan  said,  but  it  was  es- 
tablished that  PC  KeDy  took  a 
passenger,  Charles  Macrae, 
out  dF  the  stolen  car  and  had 
him  under  arrest.  . 

PC  Kelly  was  surprised  to 
see  Hodgson  draw  his  9mm 
Gkxik  handgun  as  he  did  not 
think  the  situation  merited 
an  armed  response. 

Hodgson  grabbed  Ewin  by 
the  shirt  through  the  open 
driver’s  window  but  Ewin 
shunted  the  car  backwards 
and  forwards.  ^Hodgson  was 


in  danger  of  being  crushed  be- 
tween the  Toyota  and  the 
police  car,  the  court  heard.  He 
tried  to  smash  the  windscreen 
with  the  butt  of  his  gun. 

A van  driver  positioned  his 
vehicle  to  block  Ewin’s  es- 
cape and  Hodgson  went  round 
to  the  passenger’s  side  of  the 
car,  the  court  heard.  • 

Hie  shouted  “armed  police” 
but  Ewin  was  behaving  “ltke 
a maniac",  revving  tiie  engine 
and  making  the  wheels  spin. 
Hodgson  fired  two 
either  through  toe  onaonas^ 
seuger  door  or  window.  Biu 
said:  *Yoa  bastard,*  yottffe 
toot  me  in  toe  stomach”  and 
collapsed. 

As  other : police  arrived, 
Hodgson  told  them:  “He’s 
been  toot  I had  no  choice.  I 
had  no  choice.”  He  asked 
about  Ewtn’s  condition. 

Later,  he  made  a statement 
in  which  he  daimat!  that  he 
feared  for  his  life  and  had  to 
make  a split-second  decision. 
“He  did  not  seem  to  have  any 
regard  for  anyone  else.  I 
feared  for  my  own  life  and 
members  of  the  public,”  he 
said  of  Ewin. 

Mr  Bevan  told  toe  court 
i that  Hodgson  had  many 
choices  apart  from  shooting. 
At  the  time  he  opened  fire,  he 
was  no  longer  In  danger. 
Ewin  was  boxed  in,  his  hands 
were  on  the  wheel  and  he  was 


unarmed.  The  only  danger 
was  to  the  bodywork  of  the 
vehicles  boxing  the  car  in. 
Hodgson  should  not  have 
drawn  his  gun  in  the  first 
place,  the  court  was  told.  The 
sight  of  the  gun  may  have 
contributed  to  the  panicky 
reaction  of  Ewin,  who  was 
found  to  have  heroin,  cocaine 
and  cannabis  in  his  blood.  He 
had  also  consumed  VA  tones 
the  legal  limit  of  alcohol.  . $ 

Peter  Core,  a bus  passenger 
who  witnessed  the  incident, 
told  the  court  that  Hodgson 
wasjncky  to  have  escaped  in- 
jury .by  being  trapped  be- 
tween^ vehicles.  *T  was  com-  i 
pletely  and  utterly  shocked,” 
Mr  Care  said.  *Td  never  seen 
anything  like  it  ...  He  Qred 
twice  in  less  than  half  a 
second  — crack,  crack.” 
Hodden  had  then  dragged 
the  driver  on  to  the  road. 

Russell  Johnson,  a teacher 
who  was  cycling  past,  said: 
“When  the  car  stopped  there 
was  an  awful  silence.  Nothing 
happened  for  a couple  of 
seconds.  The  policeman  ap- 
proached the  car  and  toot  the 
driver.” 

The  court  heard  that  armed 
response  officers  were  highly 
trained  and  there  were  strict 
rules  governing  the  circum- 
stances in  which  they  could 
use  firearms. 

The  case  continues. 
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Water 

firm 

cuts  half 
its  staff 


Seunns  MHiw 
Labour  Editor 


SOUTHERN  Water,  a pri- 
vatised  utility,  will  an- 
nounce this  morning  it 
is  Jettisoning  half  its  work- 
force — 2,000  out  of  3,900 
people  — in  a cost-cutting 
drive  prompted  by  Its  take- 
over by  Scottish  Power  this 
summer. 

The  scale  of  the  upheaval, 
which  also  Involves  selling 
most  of  the  company's  subsid- 
iaries, is  far  greater  than  ex- 
pected. Employees  had  been 
led  to  believe  at  the  Hm<»  of 
the  takeover  that  severe  job 
cuts  could  be  avoided. 

Labour’s  employment 
spokesman  Ian  McCartney  de- 
scribed toe  scale  of  South- 
ern's move  as  scandalous.  It 
was  yet  another  grampii-  of 
the  “fatcat  utility  bosses  pro- 
ducing boom  in  toe  hoard- 
room  and  bust  for  the  work- 
force, while  the  taxpayer 
picks  up  the  hUL  Assurances 
given  to  regulator,  customers 
and  workforces  have  proved 
to  be  worthless.” 

A spokesman  for  the  firm 
confirmed  last  night  that  just 
over  half  the  workforce  is  to 
go  over  the  next  two  years, 
but  added  that  it  was  hoped 
redundancies  would  be  volun- 
tary and  many  of  those  work- 
ing for  subsidiaries  would  be 
employed  by  the  new  owners. 

. . . , . - . . . Southern  Water,  which  was 

vea  gunshot  wounds  to  the  arm  and  stomach  bought  by  Scottish  Power  for 

_ £L7  billion.  Increased  profits 

E _ _ ■ _ this  year  by  is  per  cent  to 

■I  ■AAH  £166  million  and  analysts  ex- 

|l  SbhR  Pect  Scottish  Power’s  earn- 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ tags  to  increase  by  up  to  40 

■ ™ ™ ™ ™ ■ per  cent  But  todays  job  cut 

ting  is  bound  to  be  seen  as  a 
recognition  that  Scottish 
Power  paid  over  the  odds  for 
the  utility. 

Three  quarters  of  South- 
ern’s 20  “non-core”  subsidiar- 
ies — which  employ  1,000 
people  across  a wide  range  of 
businesses  from  IT  Southern, 
an  information  technology 
consultancy,  to  Topmark,  a 
vehicle  hire  firm — are  to  be 
sold. 

Around  700  jobs  will  be 
toed  from  the  company's  core 
business  and  another  800  are 
in  areas  which  win  be  “out- 
sourced”. A company  spokes- 
man said  compulsory  redun- 
dancies in  toe-core  business 
could  not  be  ruled  out 
Staff  were  briefed  yesterday 
by  Southern  managers  and 
talks  will  continue  today  with 
the  trade  unions.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  minimum- 
redundancy  payoff  win  be 
£3,000.  A Unison  official  said 
it  would  seek  guarantees  of 
no  compulsory  redundancies, 
protection  for  those  who 
remained  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  proper  services. 

Total  boardroom  remunera- 
tion at  Scottish  Power  this 
year  was  £L7  mill  inn,  with 
toe  highest  paid  director  — 
Chief  executive  lan  Robinson 
— earning  £385,000.  A bonus 
scheme  which  will  boost  di- 
rectors’ salaries  by  up  to  60 
percent 

Patrick  Hodgson:  T feared  for  my  life’  photograph:  jeff  moore  Luem  job  cuts,  page  11 
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‘Pravda’  swaps  sides  to  lambast  Birt 


computing 


printing 


Andrew  Cult 

IMi  Correspondent 


THE  BBC’s  house  news- 
paper, Ariel,  referred 
to  by  stair  as  Pravda 
for  its  unswerving  loyalty 
to  director  general  John 
Blrt's  regime,  underwent  a 
dose  of  glasnost  yesterday. 

For  one  week  editorial 
control  was  handed  over  to 
seven  volunteers  from 
rank-and-file  employees.  It 
was  a brave  move  by  the 
BBC’s  OrweUian-soundlng 
Corporate  Internal  Com- 
munication department: 
last  month  a union  survey 
revealed  that  more  than  97 
per  cent  of  staff  were  im- 
happy  with  the  way  the 
BBC  was  being  run. 

Yestcrday's  edition  or  j 
the  newspaper  devoted  its 
cover  to  a specially  com- 
missioned John  Birt  trip- 
tych from  the  hard-hitting 
cartoonist  Ralph  Steadman 

in  the  style  of  Ws  scries  of 

-paranoid”  caricatures. 

Ariel's  usual  diet  of  recy- 
cled  BBC  press  releases  and 
internal  announcements 
made  way  for  pages  oi  sat- 
ire at  the  expense  of  Mr 
Birt  and  his  restructuring. 

There  was  an  explana- 
tory note  from  acting  editor 
Daniel  Jones,  who  works 
for  BBC  Wales.  In  the  form 
of  a Blrt-style  “mission 


1 mr  Y7?vPrpfH 

Ralph  Steadman’s  John  Birt  triptych  commissioned  for  the  cover  ofBBC  staffs  ‘Ariel  Ultra’ 


statement”.  He  said  the 
seven  members  of  staff 
selected  by  Ariel’s  full-time 
editor.  Robin  Reynolds,  had 
one  thing  in  common:  “Few 
of  us  read  Ariel,  few  felt  it 
was  particularly  relevant, 
and  fewer  still  thought  it 
was  myth  tag  other  than  a 
management  organ.”  . 

They  claimed  the  news- 
paper should  be  “trustwor- 
tbv.  informative,  entertain- 
ing. educative,  partici- 
pative, provocative  and 
robust”.  None  of  these  adj 
jectives  Is  routinely  applied 

■°MrJones  added,  in  a mas- 
tarfv  impression  of  Birt- 
speak:  "Ariel  should  be  a 
powerful  disseminator  of 


information,  top  down  and 
bottom  up  it  should  reflect 
all  aspects  of  an  increas- 
ingly diversified  BBC.” 

The  team  — which  said  it 
had  been  deliberately  pro- 
vocative — commissioned: 
an  article  from  Feedback 
presenter  Christopher , 
Dnnkley.-who  criticised1 
senior  BBC  staff  for  “pussy- 
foot accountability”  and  a 
lack  of  confidence. 

The  newspaper,  renamed 
Ariel  Ultra,  contained 
attacks  on  bureaucracy 
and  barbs  at  the  expense  of 
executives  Alan  Yentob. 
Michael  Jackson  and  Mark 
Thompson. 

A BBC  spokeswoman  de- 
nied that  the  exercise  had 


backfired.  The  corporation 
might  repeat  It  if  feedback 
was  favourable.  She  said: 
“It  reflects  the  BBC's  com- 
mitment to  openness.  It  has 
given  Ariel  a fresh  perspec- 
tive and  turned  out  very 
welL” 

Mr  Birfs  view  on  how 
well  the  exercise  had 
turned  out  was  not  immedi- 
ately available. 

One  of  the  editorial  team 
said:  “It  has  caused  a real 
stir,  although  lots  of  people 
have  come  up  and  said  it  is 
fantastic. 

“We  tried  to  reflect  hon- 
est and  robust  opinion  as 
opposed  to  bland  press 
releases.-  None  of  us  has 
received  a P45 — yet.” 


O Passengers  in  transit  this  week  will  have  been  thrilled 
to  find  a new  hardcover  Michael  Crichton  title  on  the 
shelves  They  will  soon  discover,  though,  that  the 

friend  has  p-nducad I A.  wartt  ef  all 

tf—Hhc  with  which  to  settle  down  ona  747. 

G2  cover  story 
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Turn  in  the 
killer,  begs 
road  rage 
girlfriend 


Plea  to  driver  in  ‘cat 
and  mouse’  chase  that 
led  to  fatal  stabbing 


& 


Sarah  Boseley 


The  fiancee  of  me 
man  knifed  to  death 
on  Sunday  in  a road 
rage  attack,  yester- 
day appealed  Tor  the 
attacker's  friends  to  go  to  the 
police. 

At  an  emotional  press  con- 
ference where  Tracey  An- 
drews was  comforted  by  the 
parents  of  her  Gance,  Lee 
Harvey,  she  called  the  attack 
"the  most  stupid,  vile  thing 
that  could  come  out  of  just  a 
car  chase”. 

She  told  how  Mr  Harvey, 
aged  25.  had  participated  in  a 
game  of  cat  and  mouse  with 
the  battered.  F-registered 
Ford  Sierra  that  pursued 
their  car.  headlights  Gashing. 

The  couple  had  overtaken 
the  Sierra  on  the  A38  in 
Bromsgrove  near  Birming- 
ham. on  their  way  home  from 
a quiet  evening  in  the  pub 
with  friends  on  Sunday. 

*‘\Ve  were  just  followed  and 
chased  along  the  lanes.  It  was 
the  case  of  both  Lee  and  the 
other  person  playing  cat-and- 
mouse  with  each  other  for  a 
while,  and  then  they  overtook 
us.  Lee  decided  to  pull  in  and 
got  out  or  the  car,"  said  the  27- 
year-old  bar  maid. 

“There  was  some  sort  of  ar- 
gument going  on,  just  stupid 
like  just  calling  each  other 
names  and  a lot  of  swearing 
going  on." 

The  Sierra  driver,  who  had 
exchanged  insults  with  Mr 
Harvey,  got  back  into  his  car. 
Then  the  front  seat  passenger 
got  out  and  stabbed  Mr  Har- 
vey in  the  neck,  face  and  body 
more  than  15  times,  leaving 
him  to  die  in  the  arms  of  his 
girlfriend,  whom  he  had  also 
cut  and  punched  to  the 
ground. 

Ms  Andrews,  who  had 
stitches  above  her  eyebrow 
and  two  black  eyes  from  the 
attack,  said;  "The  driver 
walked  off.  It  was  nothing  to 
do  with  the  driver.  I want  to 
say:  Will  the  driver  or  the  car 
come  forward,  because  you 
are  not  to  blame  for  this,  and  I 
know  that  because  you 
walked  away. 

"But  you  obviously  knew 
him.  He  has  ruined  my  life 
and  he  has  ruined  Ihe  life  of 
Lee's  parents.  It  was  not  your 
fault.  Please  come  forward. 

"And  if  anybody  else  can 
remember  seelug  us.  please 


just  come  forward.  Any  little 
thing  could  help." 

Ms  Andrews  said  that  when 
she  saw  ber  Gance  slump  to 
the  ground,  she  did  not  real- 
ise he  bad  been  stabbed.  “I 
saw  the  man  hit  Lee.  I got  out 
of  the  car.  because  1 am  not 
the  sort  of  person  to  sit  there. 
I came  round  the  back  of  the 
car  and  Lee  was  on  the  floor. 

"I  thought  he  had  been  hit 
and  then  I went  over  to  the 
man.  We  had  a confrontation 
and  be  hit  me.  When  1 got  up 
he  was  walking  back  to  the 
car.  Lee  was  lying  on  the 
floor.  1 didn't  realise  how  bad 
it  was  because  it  was  so  dark. 
I Just  went  into  shock.  I didn't 
know  what  to  do." 

She  thought  Mr  Harvey  had 
been  speeding  through  the 
country  lanes,  with  the  other 
car  on  his  tail,  at  about  GOmph 
— “that  is  really  fast  down  a 
country  lane. 

“I  was  shouting  at  Lee  to 
slow  down  and  to  ignore  him 
and  stop  the  car.  I don't  know 
if  a lot  of  men  are  like  him  but 
when  you  get  behind  the 
wheel  of  a car  sometimes  you 
change  personality.  He 
doesn’t  like  anybody  telling 
him  how  to  drive  anyway. 

'T  cannot  really  say  what 
caused  them  to  follow  us.  The 
first  I was  aware  was  when 
they  were  coining  up  close 
and  flashing  their  lights  at  us. 
And  then  Lee  was  slowing 
down  and  then  going  last  as 
welL” 

Detective  Superintendent 
Ian  Johnston  of  West  Mercia 
police,  in  charge  of  the  mur- 
der investigation,  said  that  in 
view  of  the  attack  on  Mr  Har- 
vey, Ms  Andrews  was  lucky 
not  to  have  been  more  seri- 
ously hurt  The  weapon  was  a 
sharp- bladed  instrument,  pos- 
sibly a knife,  but  had  not  so 
Car  been  found. 

The  couple,  who  each  have 
a young  daughter  by  a previ- 
ous partner,  had  lived 
together  in  Alvechurch,  near 
Bromsgrove,  for  two  years. 
They  were  to  marry  next 
June.  Ms  Andrews  described 
her  flancA  as  "a  lovely,  kind, 
generous,  funny  man”. 

The  man  who  killed  him, 
she  said,  "didn't  seem  nor- 
mal. I can't  say  he  seemed 
drunk,  but  he  seemed  to  me 
he  wasn't  normal  — as  if  he 
had  taken  something.  It  was 
just  the  way  he  looked.  He 
had  starey  eyes." 

Maureen  Harvey,  Lee's 


Lee  Harvey,  stabbed  in  face 
and  body  more  than  15  times 

“I  was  shouting 
at  Lee  to  slow 
down  and  to 
ignore  him  and 
stop  the  car.  I 
don’t  know  if  a 
lot  of  men  are 
like  him  but  when 
you  get  behind 
the  wheel  of  a 
car  sometimes 
you  change 
personality.  He 
doesn’t  like 
anybody  telling 
him  how  to  drive 
anyway.  I cannot 
really  say  what 
caused  them  to 
follow  us.” 


Virgin 

unveils 

nuptial 

delights 


Clare  Longrigg 


Tracey  Andrews,  with  injuries  from,  the  attack,  at  yesterday’s  press  conference 
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VIRGIN  yesterday 

launched  a one-stop 
wedding  shop  in  Char- 
tog  Cross,  London,  w«h  an 
appearance  from  Richard 
Branson  in  drag  as  the 
brtde  of  the  future. 

Mr  Branson.  In  roscnla 
lipstick,  wore  a cut-away 
shot  silk  bustle  which 
revealed  his  legs  in  white 
fishnets,  and  a veil  with 
Minnie  Mouse  bow.  He  had 
shaved  off  his  beard  for  the 
occasion. 

The  idea  for  a wedding 
department  store,  selling 
everything  from  the  frock 
to  the  cake  decorations, 
wime  from  a former  air 
stewardess,  Alisa  Petchey, 
after  she  organised  a wed- 
ding for  a friend.  “I  found  it 
completely  exhausting.  It 
was  a nightmare,”  said  Ms 
Petchey,  now  general  man- 
ager of  Virgin  Bride.  “The 
excitement  has  gone  from 
the  bridal  Industry.'* 
Virgin’s  Interest  is  also 
likely  to  have  been  kindled: 
by  the  honeymoon  busi- 
ness. The  store  will  have 
the  first  interactive  book- 
ing system,  with  a face-to- 
face  video  link  with  travel 
reps.  Virgin  will  take  prior- 
ity over  other  airlines 
when  couples  are  booking  a 
honeymoon. 

The  store.  Virgin  Bride, 
hopes  to  attract  couples 
who  want  an  unconven- 
tional occasion.  Highlight 
of  a catwalk  show  yester- 
day. which  featured  some 
of  the  shop's  vast  range  of 
wedding  dresses,  was  a 
ballgown  in  black  PVC. 

The  store  has  massage 
and  beauty  facilities  as  well 
as  a catwalk  and  hair  and 
make-up  stylists.  Unwitting 
visitors  yesterday  found, 
themselves  face  down  on  . 
massage  chairs  being 
treated  to  a shlatsu 
massage. 

Ms  Petchey  added:  “The 
bride  wants  to  feel  special; 
she  wants  to  be  pampered. 
Thirty-eight  per  cent  of  the 
market  are  second  mar- 
riages. A lot  of  the  brides 
are  older,  professional 
women  who  want  an  infor- 
mal, funky  wedding  and 
haven't  got  time  to  orga- 
nise it  themselves.**  . . 

Mr  Branson  said  he  was 
looking  forward  to  some 
very  public  wedding  stunts. 
“Yon  never  know,  the  first 
Virgin  Bride  wedding  could 
take  place  in  a hot-air  bal- 
loon at  dawn.” 


mother,  said  a £10,000  reward 
for  information  had  been  of- 
fered by  David  Sullivan, 
owner  of  Birmingham  City 
Football  Club,  which  her  son 
used  to  support 

She  said:  “1  am  absolutely 
devastated ...  I think  we  have 
got  to  start  thinking  about  the 
law  and  stopping  handguns 
and  knives  and  people  using 
weapons.  I believe  something 
has  got  to  be  done." 

Her  husband,  Raymond, 
said:  "We  are  the  most  hon- 
est caring  and  at  this  mo- 
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ment  devastated  family  in  the 
world.  We  need  capital  pun- 
ishment back.  We  need  the 
punishment  to  flt  the  crime. 

"This  man  has  wiped  away 
my  son’s  life  in  an  instant  He 
has  ruined  my  life,  Maureen’s 
life,  and  Tracey’s.  My  son 
loved  his  mother  and  his  sis- 
ter like  I cannot  begin  to  tell 
you.  And  me,  I hope  he  loved 
me. 

“I  would  like  to  appeal  to 
the  public  out  there  to  help. 
Somebody  knows  this  man. 
somebody  is  shielding  him.' 


If  you  like 
your  milk 
without 
growth 
hormones 
you  have  a 
problem, 
because the 
World  Trade 
Organisation 
is  about  to 
rale  that  an 
European 
Union  ban  on 
BSTisa 
breach  of 
international 
trade  law. 
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Right  still  hopes  to  change  stance  on  euro  before  election,  no  matter  how  many  times  Major  rules  out  shift  ^OlXflS  l©3d@fa' 

Sceptics  turn  screw  on  PM  fights  Labour 

reform  plans 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 


I - 


SURVEYING  the 
wreckage  of  another 
day  in  the  Com- 
mons wasted  by 
Tory,  infighting 
over  Europe  the  Labour  MP. 
Roger  Stott,  last  night  cheer- 
fully concluded;  "There’s  defi- 
nitely a familiar  whiff  of  gan- 
grene about  ft" 

And  he  should  know.  As  un- 
paid bag-carrier  to  the  prime 
minister  in  the  closing 
months  of  Jim  Callaghan's 
minority  Labour  government 
in  1978-79,  the  Labour  MP  for 
Wigan  saw  at  dose  hand  his 
party’s  determined  rush  to  de- 
feat at  the  hands  of  Margaret 


Thatcher.  Demoralised  and 
divided,  living  from  day  to 
day,  and  usually  keener  to 
fight  each  other  thaw  the 
resurgent  Opposition,  the 
Labour  backbenches  behaved 
as  the  Tories  are  wvrrmaingiy 
behaving. 

John  Major’s  reiteration  of 
the  Government’s  "watt 
see"  line  on  British  member- 
ship of  the  EU  single  cur- 
rency yesterday  should  have 
ended  the  Eurosceptlcal  drive  i 
I to  push  him  into  a firm  No. 

But  it  won’t  'any  more  that 
the  last  reiteration  at  the  Tory  j 
conference  in  October.  Or  the 
, <me  before  that  when  Mr  Major  I 
conceded  the  referendum  in  i 
! April.  "Well  be  back  because 
the  issue  won't  go  away,"  scep- 
tics said  last  night 


In  1976-9  Callaghan,  like 
Major -today,  faced  a ptocer 
movement 

The  left  was  already  plan- 
ning for  Opposition,  internal 
party  reforms  that  would 
open  the  leadership  to  Tony 
Benn  who  stayed  in  cabinet— 
like  Mr  Majors  “bastards"  — 
while  signalling  dissent 
through  friends.  Today  John 
Redwood  runs  his  own  guer- 
illa campaign.  unrestrained. 

MPs  are  not  certain  who 
planted  the  "Major  Plans  to 
Hold  Out  against  Euro"  lead 
story  in  Monday’s  Dally  Tele- 
graph. It  followed  “Ministers 
In  Protest  Over  Mawhinney” 
on  Friday’s  front  page. 

Though  fanned  by  the  Eur- 
oeceptic  Tory  tabloids,  both 
drew  emphatic  denials.  "The 


-% 

k 


Booker  Prise  for  fiction,"  Mr 
Major  said  yesterday. 

But  they  did  not  come  out  of 
thin  air. . 

Many  MPs  assume  that 
Monday’s  report,  claiming 
th»t  18  out  of  22  cabinet  mem- 
bers support  a hardening  of 
the  single  currency  policy 
against  UK  membership 
throughout  the  next  1997-2002 
parliament  must  have 
from  someone  important  in 
Tory  HQ.  or  Downing  Street 

“Dr  Angry"  — Conserva- 
tive Party  chairman  Brian 
Mawhinney — is  a prime  sus- 
pect as  Is  Norman  Blackwell, 
the  McKtasey  management 
guru  who  heads  Mr  Major’s 
policy  unit 

Both  are  thought  to  believe 
the  Tories  would  become 


more  electable  if  their  EH 
stance  was  firmer.  There  is 
only  one  snag  Mr  Clarke, 
whose  prospects  in  the  party 
currently  look  as  dim  as  Sir 
Nicholas  Scott’s,  would  un- 
questionably resign  rather 
than  abandon  a compromise 
so  sensible  that  Gordon 
Brown  backs  it  too. 

Everyone  denies  blame  for 
the  latest  speculation.  But  the 
sceptics  believe  It  is  true  and 
that  a No  to  the  euro  is  the 
key  to  general  election  vic- 
tory next  spring. 

Now  that  Mr  Clarke  has  de- 
livered the  cautious  Budget 
he  wanted  — against  their 
slash-and-bum  advice  — It  is 
the  only  panacea  they  have. 
“It  may  look  litre  a death  wish 
to  you  and  me,  but  they  don’t 


fhtnir  so."  one  loyal  ex-cabi- 
net minister  stressed  last 
night  The  awkward  fact  is 
that  after  17  years  in  power 

and  still  facing  intractible 

problems,  the  Tory  right  has 

got  religion  in  an  ideological 
sense  familiar  to  the  old  Ben- 
r>itn  left  conviction  politics. 
Mrs  Thatcher  caHed  them. 

Mr  Major  is  a tactician,  not 
a born  leader,  and  his  Com- 
mons majority  will  disappear 
next  mnwth,  as  Jim  Calla- 
ghan’s did  much  earlier. 

Will  he  go  to  tire  country 
earlier  than  May  1,  as  some 
MPs  suspect  to  end  his  mis- 
ery? Why  ghwwid  he,  if  be  is 
stUl  20  points  behind  Labour 
after  a Euro-winter  of  discon- 
tent to  *»»♦/»>»  Callagan’s  win- 
ter of  strikes? 


Kensington  and  Chelsea’s  chairman,  Andrew  Dalton,  far  left,  and,  clockwise  from  left,  three  MPs  who  may  seek  selection.  Sir  John  Wheeler,  Hartley  Booth  and  Michael  Stephen 

MPs  left  homeless  after  shake-up  set  to  join  contest  for  Scott’s  seat 


RebKaSnNhm 
Political  Correspondent  • • 

THE  rush  to  replace  Sir 
Nicholas  Scott  in  one  of 
the  safest  Conservative 
seats  in  the  country  will 
begin  next  week,  when  the 
130-strong  executive  council 
of  the  Kensington  and  Chel- 
sea constituency  association 
will  meet  to  discuss  the 
timetable. 


The  plan  is  to  have  a new 
parliamentary  candidate  for 
the  plum  seat  in  place  by  tbe 
end  of  January.  Former  min- 
ister Sir  Nicholas  will  remain 
asanMP  until  the  election. 

Heading  the  list  of  appli- 
cants is  the  Tory  leader  of 
Kensington  and  Chelsea 
council,  Joan  Hanham.  who 
narrowly  missed  out  when 
the  seat  was  redrawn  under 
boundary  changes  last  year, 
and  was  retained  by  a whis- 


ker by  Sir  Nicholas  before  he 
was  nnrprwpnniaTly  dumped 
by.  the  party  oil  Monday 

night;  • . — ' * 

The  high-profile  left-winger 
COUld  face  challenges  from 
other  councillors  such  as 
Daniel  Moylan. 

. The  seat,  a stone's  throw 
from  Westminster,  will  also 
be  highly  attractive  to  the 
handftd  of  MPs  and  even  min- 
isters who  are  still  on  the 
look-out  fbr  a vacant  seat,  just 


months  from  the  election. 
Northern  Ireland  minister  Sib* 
John  Wheeler,  MP  fbrnelgbr 
boaring  North  Westminister,. 
Is  expected  to  throw  his  bat 
into  the  ring,  as  could  fellow 
MPs  Hartley  Booth  (Finchley) 
and  Michael  Stephen 
(Shoreham). 

The  two  London  MPS  have 
lost  out  under  the  redrawing 
of  the  capital's  constituencies. 
Mr  Stephen  was  unsuccessful 
in  applying  fbr  a neighbour- 


ing seat  in  Sussex.  Also  inter- 
ested is  the  Eurosceptic  Mar- 
tin Howe  QC,  nephew  of  Sir 
Geoffrey,  who  would  be  an  at- 
tractive candidate  to  those  I 
who  thought  Sir  Nicholas  I 
"soft  on  Europe”.  Sir  Nicho- 
las himself  has  talked  of  at 
least  a dozen  highly  aznbi- 1 
tious  locally-based  young  men  | 
— dubbed  the  "Tory  bedsit 
brigade”—  queuing  up  to  take  ' 
his  place.  I 

Party  members  voted  by  509  I 


to  439  at  the  highly-charged 
meeting  to  oust  the  former 
minister,  after  he  was  dogged 
by  a series  of  drink-reflated 
aranrtala. 

Yesterday  constituency 
chairman  Andrew  Dalton 
stressed  that  the  selection 
procedure  would  be  would  be 
a “a  healing  process”  for  the 
association,  riven  by  tensions 
since  the  new  seat  was 
formed  from  the  merger  of 
Kensington  and  Chelsea. 


Ewen  MacAskBI,  Chief 
Pollticaf  Correspondent 

Labour  win  brush 
a threat  by  Tory  peers 
today  to  block  its  plans 
fbr  reform  of  the  Lords. 

Lord  Craribome,  the  Con- 
servative Leader  of  the  Lords, 
will  give  the  most  explicit 
warning  yet  of  his  party’s  de- 
termination to  fight  Labour’s 
proposal  to  abolish  the  voting 
rights  of  hereditary  peers. 

In  a speech  and  pamphlet 
he  will  dismiss  Labour’s  plan 
as  “crass  and  ignorant*'  anH 
offer  only  minor  concessions. 

A Labour  source  said  a 
Labour  government  would 
offer  Lord  Crahbome  an  ulti- 
matum: be  could  accept  a 
compromise  to  turn  some  he- 
reditary peers  into  life  peers 
or  expect  all-out  attack  on  the 
Lords.  "If  their  position  is 
that  they  will  fight  to  the 
death  for  the  hereditary 
peers,  they  will  die  in  the 
ditch,"  he  said. 

In  his  speech.  Lord  Cran- 
borne  is  expected  to  suggest 
tinkering  with  reform  by  tight- 
ening up  conventions  govern- 
ing the  behaviour  of  the  Lords, 
such  as  what  bills  they  could 
delay.  But  the  response  of 
Labour  last  night  was  to  reject 
fhic  as  amnanrHng  to  nothing 
substantially  new. 

Labour  believes  an  all-out 
commitment  by  Lord  Cran- 


borne  to  back  hereditary 
peers  would  be  intellectually 
and  electorally  indefensible. 

Labour  is  committed  to  in- 
troducing a devolution  bill  for 
Scotland  and  Wales  in  its  first 
year  tn  government  but  has 
not  decided  on  the  timetable 
for  Lords  reform.  Some  argue 
that  It  should  go  hand-in-hand 
with  the  devolution  bill  be- 
cause peers  will  attempt  to 
block  the  plans  for  a Scottish 
parliament,  others  that  two 
constitutional  bills  in  a year 
would  be  unmanageable. 

Labour’s  compromise  offer 
to  Lord  Cranborne  would 
allow  the  Conservatives  to 
switch  50  of  their  hereditary 
peers  to  life  peerages,  which 
would  give  them  voting 
rights.  AH  hereditary  peers 
would  be  allowed  to  use  the 
facilities  of  the  Lords  but 
would  not  be  allowed  to  vote. 

In  the  pamphlet.  The  Indi- 
vidual, the  Constitution  and 
the  Tory  Party,  Lord  Cran- 
borne says:  "The  present 
House  of  Lords  works  well 
and  I would  like  to  be  con- 
vinced that  any  changes  will 
make  Parliament  as  a whole 
work  better."  He  adds:  "If  any 
fixture  government  wants  to 
reform  the  House  of  Lords  it 
is  important  that  they  should 
look  at  reform  in  the  context 
of  both  Houses  erf  Parliament 
rather  than  the  crass  and  ig- 
norant’approach  the  Labour 
Party  has  adopted." 


Depleted  Tories  defeated  on 
opt-out  schools  expansion 


John  Carvel 
Education  EcStor 

THE  Government  yester- 
day lost  a key  vote  on  its 
Education  Bill  when  two  Con- 
servatives MPs  went  missing 
from  the  committee  stage  in 
the  Commons,  allowing 
Labour  to  defeat  proposals  for 
grant-maintained  schools  to 
expand  by  50  per  cent  without 
askhig  official  permission. 

Although  ministers  will  try 
to  restore  the  clause  when  it 
returns  to  the  floor  of  the 
Commons  early  next  year, 
their  fragile  parliamentary 
majority  puts  the  outcome  in 
doubt 

Expansion  of  the  grant- 
maintained  schools  was  a cen- 
tral objective  of  the  bill  and 
one  of  three  points  most 
strongly  resisted  by  Labour, 
local  authorities  and  teaching 
unions. 

The  Government  won  a 
series  of  minor  votes  on  the 
standing  committee  yester- 


day with  its  regular  majority 
of  99. 

But  John  Marshall,  Conser- 
vative MP  for  Hendon  Sooth, 
got  permission  to  leave  just 
after  midday  to  attend  a char- 
ity event  elsewhere  in  the 
Commons  with  Norma  Major, 
the  Prime  Minister's  wife. 
Anthony  Coombs,  the  Gov- 
ernment’s committee  whip, 
realised  a Labour  ambush 
was  in  prospect  and  went  to 
look  fbr  him. 

Peter  Kflfoyle,  the  Labour 
education  spokesman,  aban- 
doned a prepared  speech  to 
accelerate  the  key  vote. 

The  Department  for  Educa- 
tion and  Employment 
ministers  would  tty  to  restore 
the  GM  expansion  power 
when  the  bill  returns  to  the 
Commons  in  January  or  Feb- 
ruary. But  Mr  Kflfoyle  said 
the  Government  would  by 
then  have  lost  its  overall  ma- 
jority after  the  Barnsley  East 
byelection.  The  defeat  might 
also  encourage  farther  dis- 
sent in  the  Lords. 
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6 WORLD  NEWS 

Junta  blames  biggest  demonstration  in  years  on  ‘political  infiltrators’  as  hundreds  are  questioned 


Burma  halts  student  march 


The  Gaar*^  Wednesday  December  4 1996 

News  in  brief  

Russia’s  miners 
strike  over  pay 


Nicholas  Cumnrino-Bnace 
In  Bangkok 


URMESE  authori- 
ties are  blaming 
“political  agita- 
tors” for  a noisy 
all-night  protest 
march  by  university  students 
which  police  dispersed  at 
dawn  yesterday,  briefly  de- 
taining several  hundred 
protesters. 

The  students  began  one  of 
the  biggest  demonstrations 
for  years  at  dusk  on  Monday 
by  blocking  a busy  intersec- 
tion in  Rangoon.  They  aired 
mainly  campus  grievances, 
including  demands  for  a stu- 
dent union. 


But  In  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning,  a crowd  of  at 
least  2,000  marched  through 
the  centre  of  the  capital,  sing- 
ing the  national  anthem, 
shouting  slogans  critical  of 
the  ruling  military  junta  and 
waving  banners  calling  for 
freedom  and  human  rights. 

Heavily  armed  police 
halted  the  march  at  dawn. 
They  bundled  several  hun- 
dred students  into  lorries, 
taking  them  to  a disused  race 
course  for  questioning. 

A senior  military  official 
said  the  authorities  had 
treated  the  students  "leniently 
and  gently”  and  that  most 
were  sent  back  to  their  cam- 
puses after  checks  to  confirm 
whether  they  were  “real 


students  or  Infiltrators”. 
Rumours  that  baton-wielding 
police  had  beaten  up  some 
demonstrators  could  not  be 
confirmed. 

But  the  demonstration  was 
more  overtly  political  than  a 
smaller  student  outburst  in 
October,  malting  jt  uncertain 
whether  the  protesters  were 
using  campus  grievances  to 
stir  up  political  agitation. 

The  marchers  made  no 
mention  of  the  opposition 
National  League  for  Democ- 
racy or  its  leader.  Aung  San 
Suu  Kyi.  But  the  security 
forces  acted  to  prevent  the 
protest  from  widening  by 
blocking  access  to  her  house 
yesterday. 

“They  have  a strategy  for 


fighting  the  NLD.  but  fbtc 
adds  a new  element,”  one  ana- 
lyst in  Rangoon  said. 

Ms  Suu  Kyi  appealed  yes- 
terday for  international  sup- 
port for  the  NLD,  saying  she 
had  not  been  allowed  to  leave 
her  home  since  Monday. 

Speaking  by  telephone  to 
the  former  Commonwealth 
secretary-general  Sir  Shrid^ 
Ramphal  in  Cape  Town,  she 
said:  “1  would  like  the  world 
to  know  that  the  repression  in 
Burma  is  getting  worse.” 

She  added:  "Members  of 
our  party  are  subjected  to 
very,  very  severe  persecution 
all  the  time.  People  are 
evicted  from  their  homes, 
people  have  been  threatened 
with  loss  of  jobs,  and  oar 


elected  members  of  parlia- 
ment are  forced  to  resign.” 

The  size  and  boldness  erf  the 
student  protest  appear  to 
have  surprised  the  Rangoon 
authorities,  who  need  no 
reminder  that  student  protest 
ignited  democracy  demon- 
strations in  198a. 

“The  tension  is  based  on  a 
situation  which  is  unre- 
solved,” one  diplomat  said, 
referring  to  student  griev- 
ances. “You  can't  discount 
th»  possibility  Of  things  flar- 
ing up  again.” 

The  deputy  head  of  military 
intelligence,  Colonel  Kyaw 
Win,  said  yesterday  that  the 
students  were  incited  by 
political  elements  linked  to 
the  democracy  movement 


who  oppose  the  country's  ad- 
mission to  the  Association  of 
South-East  Asian  Nations 
(Asean). 

“They  just  can’t  believe 
that  students  Hta  it,  the 
demonstration  was  too  well 
organised  and  too  well 
timed,”  a diplomat  in  Ran- 
goon responded. 

The  protest  came  only  days  i 
after  Asean  leaders  agreed  at  ( 
an  informal  summit  to  admit . 
simultaneously  Burma,  Cam- 1 
bodia  and  Laos,  probably  in  . 
1997,  setting  aside  controversy 
about  Burma’s  human  rights 
record  and  economic  unpre- 
paredness.  Critics  of  the  Junta 
fear  its  success  in  winning  ad- 
mission will  strengthen  resis- 
tance to  for  democracy. 


Burmese  students  demonstrate  in  front  of  Rangoon  University  In  the  capital  on  Monday  afternoon,  before  police  quelled  their  protest  at  dawn  yesterday  photograph:  jim  icammxm 


SIBERIAN  miners  whose  mass  protesteMp^bringBo^  ^ 

Yefemtopawerwentonstrike  agam  yesterday  tius 

an  action  whichthreatena  to  bring  down  bis  government. 

An  estimated 400,000 miners  throughwtRuMtegwM^tods 
for  what  they  would  be  an  open-ended  strike.  The  y are 


been  paid  since  April  Other  workers  are  angry  wo. 

pincwi  «n»varai  arimniii  on  Monday  and  electricity  workers  in  the 

region  plan  a protest  tomorrow. 

Interfexnews  agency  said  the  prime  minister.  Vlktm-caie1^ 

nomyrdin,  may  fly to  Kuzbass  to  tackle  the  cmls.Mmaers 

union  leaders  said  yesterday  that  49  of  the  region  s 76  pits 

stopped  working  or  provided  just  enough  coal  to  supply  local 


Spain’s  coup  leader  freed 

THE  civfl  guard  colond  who  led  a coup  attempt  against  Spain’s 


1981  left  prism  on  parole  yesterday.  . „ _ 

Antonio  Tsjero  Medina  was  released  from  a jaD.  cm  tne  outskirts 

rfMadrld  after  serving  15  years  and  9 months  of  a 90-year 

amtence,  a spokeswoman  for  his  lawyer  said.  Parole  Is  usually 


month  discounted  five  years  for  work  he  had  done  in  jaiL 
LtCol  TCjero  and  a group  of  civil  guards  officers  tried  torestare 
military  rule  in  Spain  six  years  after  the  death  afGeneraLFranco 
HyTvdrimgMPs,  inrfnding  the  then  prime  minister.  Adolfo 

Suarez,  hostage  for  nearly  24  hours.  - 

The  coup  crumbled  the  next  day  when  King  Juan  Canos 
ordered  the  officers  to  return  to  their  barracks. — AP,  Madrid. 


Military  chiefs  discuss  Aids 

ARnnTwirjHn  AwiArtran  m flitary  officers  met  on  Monday  to 
the  prevention  and  treatment  of  Aids  and  the  disease’s 
impact  an  the  armed  forces.  , , a 

Cdond  Carios  Alberto  Goocafres,  coordinator  afhealm  Issues 

for  foe  Brazilian  armed  forces,  said  his  country  would  begin 

distributing  condoms  and  information  about  Aids  to  new 

recruits.BrazU  has  more  HIV-positive  soldiers  than  any  other 
Lathi  American  country:  L396 in  a force  of  about  190,000 

Mexico,  El  Salvador,  Dominican  Republic,  Colombia,  Venezu- 
ela, Peru.  Bolivia,  Ecuador,  Paraguay,  Argentina  and  Uruguay 
hgypnfl  sent  rgpwpswitativwg  to  the  swninar,  which  ends 
today. — AP.  Brasilia. 


Brad  hies  for  Miss  Australia 

TTTR  Mian  Ang^i?  mntfst  has  Hr  first  mate  finalist:  Brad 
Rotters,  who  won  the  Victoria  state  qualifying  competition  on 
Monday  night 

Mr  Rodgers,  aged  27,  who  will  compete  under  the  title  Victorian 
Fundraiser,  is  the  first  man  to  win  a place  in  the  finals  since  foe 
contest  started  in  foe  early  1960s. 

Heraised  more  foan  A«OOBOO<£5SflOO)  for  the  Spastic  Society, 
which  earns  about  AJ5D  million  a year  from  foe  contest  for  its 

cerebral  palsy  cadres.  A department  store  manager,  he  said  he 
hoped  that,  by dispelling  the  contest's  lingering  reputation  as  a 
beauty  pageant,  his  participation  would  encourage  other  men  to 
enter.  — Reuter,  Melbourne. 


Aphrodisiac  gum  seized 

SAUDI  ARABIAhas  seized  banned  chewing  gum  and  drops 

■Wffh  antdahnwl  tn  impniwuHaleaenial  performance,  a Saudi 
newspaper  reported  yesterday.  The  stimulants,  sold  discreetly  by 
pharmacies  run  by  “weak  souls”  in  the  conservative  Muslim 
kingdom,  wee  apparently  smuggled  from  Israel,  the  daily  al- 

RqHaafllflh  said. 

Last  year  Saudi  Arabia  executed  four  Turks  for  trying  to 
smuggle  aphrodisiac  drugs  into  the  country. — Reuter,  Dubai. 
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Japanese  foster 
future  gameboys 


Jonathan  Watts  In  Tokyo 


THE  International  suc- 
cess of  Japan’s  com- 
puter-game Industry 
has  produced  a host  of  new 
colleges  exclusively  for 
aspiring  game  software 
developers. 

“Ten  years  ago  teenagers 
wanted  to  grow  up  to  be 
pop  stars.  Now  more  and 
more  of  them  aim  at  becom- 
ing video  game  creators,” 
said  Shitfl  Miyake,  chief  ad- 
ministrative officer  at 
Human  Creative  School, 
which  was  the  first  special- 
ist computer-game  design 
school  in  the  world. 

The  school  was  estab- 
lished in  Kichfjojl,  Tokyo, 
by  the  software  company 
Human  in  1990.  A basic 
two-year  course  costs  about 


More  people  own 
and  play  computer 
games  in  Japan 
than  anywhere 
else  in  the  world 


2.6  million  yen  (£13,700), 
and  gives  students  the 
chance  to  develop  their 
own  games  under  expert 
supervision.  Most  go  on  to 
join  software  houses,  or  es- 
tablish their  own,  supply- 
ing industry  giants  such  as 
Nintendo,  Sega,  Sony  and 
Matsushita. 

Despite  the  emergence  of 
more  than  50  rival  game 
colleges,  the  school  has  In- 
creased its  intake  to  450 
and  plans  to  offer  a course 
over  the  Internet  next  year, 
for  which  it  has  already 
had  more  than  4,000 
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lion software  packages 
worldwide  and  been  made 
into  a Hollywood  film. 

The  domestic  market  has 
also  nurtured  a generation 
of  game  enthusiasts.  It  is 
said  that  more  people  own 
and  play  computer  games 
in  Japan  than  anywhere 
else  in  the  world. 

Nintendo,  who  dominate 
the  market,  estimate  that 
almost  every  household 
with  a child  has  a Nintendo 
C&micon  (family  computer 
game).  The  latest  64-bit 
model  sold  350,000  units 
within  three  days  of  its  do- 
mestic release.  From  next 
year,  the  latest  game  titles 
will  be  available  in  conve- 
nience shops. 

Game  machines  have 
been  blamed  for  a marked 
decline  in  the  fitness  of  Jap- 
anese schoolchildren  and 
worsening  communication 
skills. 

“When  I was  growing  up 
you  could  go  outside  to 
play.”  said  Sell  chi  Salto, 
aged  32.  “But  now  there  is 
no  space  for  that  in  urban 
areas,  so  kids  stay  at  home 
and  play  computer  games.” 

After  years  of  criticism, 
the  Nintendo  generation 
are  now  in  demand.  The 
government  has  stressed 
the  need  for  Japan  to  nur- 
ture creative  Individuals. 
Something  the  Wi«in<rfr«»am 
education  system  has  no- 
ticeably failed  to  do. 

Software  companies  offer 
game  developers  salaries 
starting  at  about  5 million 
yen.  while  top  game  design- 
ers now  appear  in  the 
national  tax  administra- 
tion agency’s  list  of  Japan's 
highest  earners. 

Yoshlhiro  Ito,  a second- 
year  student  at  HCS.  has  al- 
ready secured  a promise  of 
employment  with  a soft- 
ware house  on  graduation 
next  March.  “Having 
grown  up  with  video 
games,  I am  very  lucky  to 
get  the  job  I want,  rather 
than  run  of  the  mill  office 
work.  My  friends  are  really 
envious  of  me,”  he  said. 

“Attitudes  have  changed 
so  much,”  Mr  Miyake  said. 
“Just  two  years  ago.  the 
image  of  a game  developer 
was  of  an  introspective,  ob- 
sessive geek,  but  now  all 
sorts  of  people  are  inter- 
ested. We  look  to  them  to 
give  us  a Japanese  Steven 
Spielberg.”  . 


La  Quina’s  jailers  toss  away  keys 


Mexico’s  union  boss  is  no  angel,  but  nor  are  those  who  trumped 
up  charges  against  him,  writes  Phil  Gunson  in  Mexico  City 


THE  slight,  frail  75-year- 
old  perched  on  a bed  In 
the  hospital  wing  of  the 
Reclusorio  Qriente  prison  is 
but  a shadow  of  the  man  who 
once  controlled  a billion- 
dollar  trade  union  empire 
and  made  Mexican  presidents 
tremble. 

But  Joaquin  Hernandez 
Galicia,  former  head  of  the  oil 
workers’  union  (STPRM),  is 
still  regarded  by  President  Er- 
nesto Zedillo's  government  as 
enough  of  a threat  by  to  be 
kept  behind  bars  for  the  fore- 
seeable future. 

This  is  despite  “La  Quina”, 
as  he  is  known,  having  com- 
pleted three-fifths  of  his  13- 
year  sentence  for  homicide 
and  illegal  possession  of 
weapons,  and  thus  be  big  eligi- 
ble for  early  release. 

He  is  still  behind  bars.  La 
Quina  maintains,  for  the 
same  reason  he  was  put  there 
in  January  1989  by  the  then 
president  Carlos  Salinas  de 
Gortari  — who  is  now  dis- 
graced and  In  virtual  exile  in 
Ireland. 

“I  was  an  obstacle  to  the 
way  they  wanted  to  run  [the 
state  oil  corporation]  Femes.” 

he  says.  It  was,  he  claims,  his 
opposition  to  the  piecemeal 
privatisation  of  Mexican  oil 
that  earned  him  the  hatred  of 
Mr  Salinas. 

La  Quina  was  described  by 
Alan  Riding,  a former  New 


York  Times  correspondent  In 
Mexico,  as  “an  independent 
cacique  [political  boss]  who 
had  begun  to  believe  be  was 
stronger  than  the  system  and 
hail  successfully  blackmailed 
at  least  two  administrations'’. 

Rivals  in  the  STPRM 
tended  to  meet  violent  unex- 
plained deaths,  while  many 
oil  union  bosses  — though 
not.  by  most  accounts,  La 
Quina  himself  — led  Tnafia 
lifestyles. 

But  rather  than  arrest  him 

‘I  was  an  obstacle 
to  the  way  they 
wanted  to  run 
the  state  oil 
corporation’ 

for  a genuine  crime  the  then 
president  allegedly  had  his 
people  concoct  feke  crimes,  ex- 
ploiting the  Mexican  Judicia- 
ry’s notorious  unwillingness 
to  challenge  the  executive. 

The  army  was  sent  to  seize 
La  Quina,  along  with  more 
than  20  innocent  bystanders. 

Weapons  — including  200 
Uzi  sub-machine-guns  — were 
allegedly  planted  at  the  scene, 
and  the  body  of  a federal 
agent  who  had  died  in  an  un- 


related Incident  three  states 
away  was  used  as  evidence 
for  a murder  triaL 

Still  in  Jail,  serving  30-year 
sentences  for  a murder  they 
did  not  commit,  are  La 
Quina's  gardener,  two  body- 
guards and  three  others  who 
happened  to  he  at  file  house 
seeking  work. 

Unlike  La  Quina,  aZZ  were 
brutally  tortured.  According 
to  Amnesty  International, 
which  considers  the  trade 
onion  leader  a prisoner  of 
conscience,  the  torture  was 
carried  out  by  senior  govern- 
ment officials  in  the  presence 
of  the  then  attorney-general 

To  Morris  TidbaU,  Amnesty 
researcher  on  Mexico,  the 
subsequent  history  of  Pemex 
shows  why  La  Quina  had  to 
be  removed. 

“More  than  100,000  [oil 
workers]  lost  their  jobs,”  Mr 
Tidballsays,  “and  several  sec- 
tors of  Pemex  were  priva- 
tised. These  were  all  things 
he  opposed.  If  he  is  released 
today  he  would  still  be  an  ob- 
stacle to  some  of  foe  plans 
that  have  been  announced  in 
the  last  year.” 

La  Quina  says  he  wtD,  not 
return  to  the  flay.  His  doctors 
say  he  is  suffering  from  a 
dozen  chronic  ailments, 
though  the  government  dis- 
misses them  as  non-life- 
threatening.  The  interior 
ministry  claims  he  cannot  be 


Joaquin  Hera&ndez  Galicia: 
ill  but  still  behind  bars 


released  since  he  - is  not 
“socially  re-adapted”,  adding 
that  it  “cannot  fake  into  ac- 
count arguments  of  a political 
nature”. 

So,  with  his  empire  reduced 
to  a white-tiled  cell  lift  by 
13ft,  La  Quina  can  do  little  but 
reflect  on  past  glories,  watch 
television  and  hope  hfa  Jailers 
bow  to  the  growing  pressure 
for  his  release. 

• The  sacking  of  Mexico’s  at- 
torney-general took  on  politi- 
cal overtones  yesterday  as  foe 
two  main  opposition  parties 
criticised  Antonio  Lozano 
Gracia’s  replacement. 

Felipe  Calderon,  head  of  the 
center-right  National  Action 
Party  to  which  Mr  Tmmn  be- 
longed. objected  that  the  new 
appointee,  Jorge  Madrazo 
Cudllar,  had  worked  under  the 
discredited  President  Salinas. 


$24.5m  car  crash  award  will  bring  calls  to  limit  powers  of  juries 


In  Katz  In  Now  York 


Anwar  soliman.  the 

millionaire  chief  execu- 
tive of  a restaurant  chain, 
hardly  fits  foe  stereotype  of 
one  whose  life  has  been 
ruined  by  an  egregious  act  of 
corporate  negligence. 

Yet  a Texas  jury  awarded 
him  and  anntter  passenger 
$24.5  million  (£15.5  million) 
last  week  for  the  injuries  they 
suffered  In  a road  accident  Of 
this,  $io  million  was  in  puni- 
tive damages. 

The  case  is  certain  to 
prompt  fresh  calls  for  reform 
a legal  system  which  allows 
juries  hearing  civil  law 
actions  to  award  unlimited 
damages. 

The  collision  between  three 
cars  on  the  approach  road  to 


Dallas/Fort  Worth  Airport  in 
December  1993  appeared  to  be 
the  result  of  bad  driving:  foe 
first  vehicle  stopped  sud- 
denly, the  second  swerved  to 
avoid  it,  and  the  driver  of  foe 
third  was  not  watching  the 
road. 

But  Mr  Soliman,  aged  58, 
who  was  hurt  in  the  pile-up. 
blamed  several  large  flight  in- 
formation signs  which  had 
distracted  two  of  foe  three 
drivers. 

The  Texas  Jury  agreed  and 
ordering  American  Airlines, 
the  company  which  erected 
and  operated  the  signs,  to  pay 
$24.5  million. 

Lawyers  for  Mr  Soliman 
and  a business  associate, 
Ralph  Roberts,  argued  that 
American  Airlines  had  been 
repeatedly  warned  that  the 
roadside  signs  could  be  dan- 


gerous, but  had  insisted  on 
erecting  them.  Though  Mr  So- 
liman  suffered  from  blurred 
vision  and  a reduced  sense  of 
smell  and  taste  as  a result  of 
the  brain  and  spinal  injuries 
he  received  in  the  accident, 
he  did  not  lose  a week's  pay 
and  is  now  back  at  work. 

During  the  six-week  trial, 
however,  friends  and  rela- 
tions said  that  he  had  been 
depressed  ever  since  the 
crash  and  frequently  forgot 
appointments.  Mr  Soliman 
told  the  jury  that  he  could  no 
longer  taste  the  food  at  his 
restaurants  and  his  employ- 
ment prospects  had  been  sev- 
erely damaged. 

Tm  not  paralysed.  I can 
still  walk,”  he  said.  "But  I*m 
not  the  same  person  who  left 
that  airport.” 

The  airline,  which  says  it 


will  appeal  against  the  judg- 
ment, argued  that  the  acci- 
dent was  caused  by  negligent 
driving.  But  Mr  Sollman’s 
lawyers  produced  documents 
showing  that  airport  authori- 
ties were  concerned  that  foe 
signs  could  cause  accidents. 

The  driver  of  Mr  Soliman’s 
car,  like  the  driver  of  foe  first 
vehicle,  was  looking  atone  of 
the  signs  when  the  crash  took 
place. 

Mr  Soliman,  who  is  mar- 
ried. to  a former  American 
Airlines  stewardess,  he 
would  probably  not  have  sued 
if  the  airline  had  simply 
agreed  to  move  the  signs. 

“Unfortunately  the  law 
only  gives  you  monetary  com- 
pensation,” he  told  foe  Wall 
Street  Journal.  “Hopefully 
this  is  the  language  they 
understand.” 


91  killed  in  mine  blast 

ATUAST91  miners  died  ina  gas  explosion  ina  awl  mine  In 
Shanxi  province,  China,  the  latest  ina  series  of  disasters  which 
have  prompted  national  calls  for  better  safety  precautions. 

Rescue  teams  have  recovered  91  bodies  since  the  explosion  a 
week  ago,  a provincial  government  spokesman.  Ni Yuan,  said 
yesterday.  The  search  for  more  victims  was  continuing. 

Local  hospital  officials  said  it  was  not  known  how  many  were  in 
the  Dongcon  mine  in  foe  north-central  town  of  Gupjiayao,  near 

Datong,  ntttiotinipnf flw  hlari-  flhina'qubitp-nTn  national  media 

did  not  report  the  disaster,  and  Shanxi’s  local  newspaper  reported 
h several  days  after  ft  happened.  — AP.  Bering. 


Carey  welcomed  by  Pope 

THE  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  George  Carey,  was  welcomed  in 
Rome  by  the  Pope  yesterday  at  the  start  of what  promises  to  bea 
highly  sensitive  visit — foe  first  by  an  English  Primate  since  the 
Church  afRngland  decided  to  ordain  woman. 

In  a brief  exchange  of  formal  greetings  with  the  Pope,  Dr  Carey 
stressed  foe  “absolute  commitment  both  of  myself  personally  arid 
also  of foe  Anglican  Communion  to  foe  fuD,  vlsfbte  unity  of  God’s 

nhinv-h"  Wft  rwninriwi  foe  Pope  nThia  nan  statement,  m BT1 
encydicaL  that  Christian,  unity  “stands  as  Ihe  very  heart  of 
Christ’s  mission". 

Addressing  the  Anglican  community  in  Rome  last  night,  he 
also  ventured  into  controversial  territory  by  addressing  foe  Aids 
issue— a delicate  matter  for  foe  Vaticanas  it  can  be  nsedto 
support  contraception. — John  Hooper.  Rome. 


Bishop  saves  church  worker 

AN  OFFICE  manager  fora  Roman  Catholic  diocese  who  admitted 
stealing  more  than  $L2  nuDion  (£900,000)  of  the  Church's  money 

avoided  prison  after  her  bishop  pleaded  for  mercy. 

Vmcenza  Bologna,  aged  53,  who  worked  at  foe  BrooJdyn  dio- 
cese’s pension  office  for  32  years,  spent  the  money  on  boats,  cars, 
college  tnftion  for  her  sons  and  hoUdays  to  resorts  such  as  Las 
Vegas. 

A spokesman  for  thedlaceek  Frank  DeRosa,  said  Bishop 
Thomas  Dally  had  expressed  the  desire  that  Mrs  Bologna  should 
not  be  sentenced  to  time  In  prism.  She  was  given  five  years’ 
probation,  and  will  pay  back  the  church  alleast  $235,000. — AP, 
New  York. 


New  governor  for  Gibraltar 

A FORMER  Foreign  Office  minister was  named  as  the  next 
govenorof  Gibraltar  yesterday.  Sir  RkhardLucewfll  take  up  the 

job  in  February,  succeeding  Sir  Hugo  White,  the  Foreign  Office 

wild 


Madrid  claiming  sovereignty  offoe  rock,  and  Britain  insisting  It 

can .be  handed  overoply with  the  consent  of the  local  population. 

19^  and  hdd  other  ministerial  posts  until  1990.  He  retired  from 

papaament  at  the  1992  general  election.  — Rmfmri  janti^n 
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Serbia 


President  Milosevic's 

handling  of  the  press  is 
a reminder  of  how  ten- 
nous  a hold  the  independent 
media  has  in  this  last  bas- 
tion of  old-style  socialism. 

The  state’s  policy  has  been 
to  gag,  jam  and  vilify. 

For  the  first  13  days  of  the 
demonstrations,  the  state- 
run  press  found  other  things 
to  write  about  The  day  after 
100,000  protesters  marched 
past  the  PotitUca  daily  — the 
biggest  demonstration  seen 
in  Belgrade  since  1991  — the 
paper  carried  stories  about 
Yugoslavia's  expected  up- 
turn and  a perky  piece  on 
the  advantages  of  Christian 
Orthodox  cuisine. 

On  Sunday  night,  the 
media  silence  came  to  an 
abrupt  end  when  a televi- 
sion commentary  warned 
that  the  opposition  was  bent 
on  terrorism  and  would 
turn  Belgrade  into  “a  new 
Beirut”,  It  repeatedly 
showed  stone-throwing 
demonstrators. 

AH  yesterday’s  state-run 
press  carried  editorials 
reflecting  the  party  line.  Po- 
litika said:  “These  are  not 
medieval  timw  and  the  law 
of  the  lynch  mob  is  fortu- 
nately not  applicable.  Those 
who  threw  stones  at  Politika 
will  be  brought  to  court  for 
their  vandalism.” 

The  state's  Vecemi  Novosd 
zeroed  in  on  the  frequent  ap- 
pearance of  children  at  the 
marches.  One  expert 
claimed:  ‘This  will  have 
devastating  effects  on  chil- 
dren’s minds.” 

The  opposition  Nasa  Barba 
carried  an  editorial  portray- 
ing the  government’s  vilifi- 
cation of  the  opposition  as  a 
loss  of  nerve  in  the  face  of 
egg-throwing  citizens.  "Ser- 
bia finally  showed  it  has 
more  eggs  than  trun- 
cheons," it  concluded. 

The  authorities  have  con- 
centrated censorship  on  the 
new  joint  venture  tabloid 
BUc  and  Independent  radio. 

Last  week  BUc  was  told  by 
its  state-owned  printers  that 
its  print  run  would  be 
slashed.  A shareholders’ 
representative  wrote  a grov- 
elling editorial  saying  the 
paper  had  no  Wish  "to  dam- 
age  Yugoslavia’s  image 
abroad",  prompting  many  of  m ABIcns 

Bite's  editorial  staff  to  walk  

out  and  start  their  own 
paper.  ■ far 

Mid-way  through  the  pro-  ■ ue 

test  movement,  Belgrade's  ■ ag; 

only  independent  radio 
station.  BS2  found  its  news 


Germany’s  weary  carping  over 

I tary  discipline  and  Budgeting 


monetary  union  is  pushing 
France  to  the  end  of  its  tether, 
argues  Fredy  Gsteiger 


rvir'JMtfl  yr'i'T'  I new  hurdles  and  imposing  inconceivable  for  the 
UlkUmLbil  hi^ier  conditions  which  axe  National  Bank  to  be  todepen- 


aver  the  last  14  years. 

For  five  years  France  has 
maintained  lower  Inflation 
than  Germany,  and  the  franc 
has  been  stable  for  much 
longer  than  the  mark.  Until 
recently,  it  would  have  been, 
inconceivable  for  the 


BANGS  is 


Log  thinly  veiled  threats:  if  Bonn  politicians  are  saying 
you  cannot  fulfil  this  and  that  one  thing  and  are  under  pres- 

criieria  then,  we  are  sorry  to  • - • 

say,  Germany  cannot  accept 

yon  as  a partner  in  economic  Must  ail 

and  monetary  nnnn  (EMU). 

Small  wonder  Germany  has  EUPODeanS  HOW 
become  a thorn  in  France’s  r 

flesh.  "Week  In,  week  out,  the  houp  their 
French  are  being  lectured  by 

5e0^K'othelScemin'  economicpdicies 

■ jster,  that  3 per  cent  means  r 

3 per  cent”,  and  that  strict  Hictaterf  hv 
limitations  should  be  imposed  ■ " 

on  tiie  budget  deficit  Should  fieimanv'? 
the  Bundesbank  president  3 ' 

Hans  Tletmeyer,  be  allowed 

to  crack  the  monetary  whip  sure  to  do  another.  On  the  one 


Boy  rides  past  burning  barricade  on  the  main  motorway  linking  Athens  with  northern  Greece  photograph:  yam«s  behrams 

Greece’s  bitter  harvest 


MShafls  Kourmousrs 


and  the 
Inflation. 


against  | following  recent  European  [ the  position  of  the  farmers  aP- 


Unlon  and  international 


Athens  has  tried  to  avoid  agreements.  There  is  a grow- 
iscussing  the  two  main  tog  trade  deficit  to  agricul- 


discussing  the  two  main 
issues  which  sparked  the  dis- 
pute — foel  prices  and  the 
rescheduling  of  about 


pears  to  be  hardening  and 
they  are  considering  blockad- 
ing large  towns  and'  cities. 


almost  impossible  to  ML  dent  Subsidies  have  been 

FRANCE  is  a self-  Paris  feels  snubbed.  Presi-  cancelled,  enterprises  priva- 
assured  and  sens!-  dent  Chirac  can  scarcely  tised,  employment  pro- 
tive  nation.  She  does  make  a suggestion  without  grammes  cut  back.  The 
not  need  Germany  being  reproached  fay  Ger-  French  Republic  can  hardly 
ypTHng  her  what  to  many.  If  Valfery  Giscard  d’Es-  be  accused  of  laxity, 
do.  Yet  this  is  precisely  how  taing  publicly  : voices  his  Furthermore,  a real  cul- 
Bonn  is  behaving.  Paris  can  thoughts  on  a devaluation  of  tural  revolution  is  taking 
do  what  it  likes  — but  the  the  euro  over  the  dollar,  this  place.  The  French  have  been 
government  across  the  Rhine  is  seized  on  with  horror,  now  expected  to  break  with  many 
always  knows  better  it  most  they  want  to  water  down  the  traditions  and  dispense  with 
do  this,  and  abandon  that  Maastricht  criteria.  And  various  safety  nets  almost 
With  striking  regularity,  while  German  budgetary  flex-  overnight.  From  a highly  cen- 
Frankfurt’s  monetary  guard-  ibllity  Is  regarded  as  “cxe-  txalised  state,  France  is  trans^ 
Ians  and  Bonn's  politicians  ative  accountancy”,  the  forming  itself  into  a decen- 
are  drawing  attention  to  French  are  castigated  for  fid-  tralised,  liberal  market 
France's  shortcomings,  mak-  dflflgfhe  books.  economy.  The  French  are  lin- 

ing thinly  veiled  threats:  if  Bonn  politicians  are  saying  familiar  with  political,  let 
you  cannot  folfil  this  andtbat  one  thing  and  are  under  pres-  alone  economic  liberalism. 

criteria  then,  we  are  sorry  to  • - • Liberalisation  and  gUobalisa- 

say,  Germany  cannot  accept  tton,  deregulation  and  priva- 

you  as  a partner  in  economic  Must  ail  [ Hsation:  for  France,  these  are 

and  monetary  nninn  (EMU).  dirty. words. 

Small  wonder  Germany  has  Furobsans  ROW  TbeFrencb  have  a different 

become  a thorn  to  Fiance’s  history,  and  a different 

flesh.  Week  to.  week  out,  the  Hawo  their  relationship  with  the  state. 

French  are  being  lectured  by  Now,  citizens  are  being  asked 

Theo  Walgel.  toe  finance  min-  economic  noliciPS  to  depend  on  it  no  longer.  For 

ister.  that  "3 per  cent  means  the  man  on  the  street,  this  is 

3 per  cent",  and  that  strict  dictated  bV  difficult  to  accept  it  is  not 

limitations  should  be  imposed  - 3 surprising  that  resistance  to 

on  the  budget  deficit  Should  GfirTTlcIlIV^  the  necessary  austerity  mea- 

toe  Bundesbank  president  3 sores  is  stronger  to  France 

Hans  Tletmeyer,  be  allowed  • r“  than  elsewhere, 

to  crack  toe  monetary  whip  sure  to  do  another.  On  the  one  Some  even  delude  them- 

relenttessly  while  unasham- ' hand,  they  have  preached  to  selves  they  can  Ignore  giobal- 
edly  promoting  Germany's  the  voters  that  the  deutsch-  isatioo.  Indeed  one  can  find 
budgetary  ami  political  ends?  mark  will  have  to  be  sacrified  advocates  of  a quite  different 
French  politicians  to  favour  in  the  interests  of  European  policy  both  within  the  Gaull- 
af  EMU  are  increasingly  out-  unity;  on  the  other,  they  have  ists  and  on  the  left  wing  of  the 
raged  at  the  torrent  of  com-  committed,  themselves  to  en-  Socialists, 
plaints  and  self-righteous  ad-  soring  that  the  euro  becomes  For  Jacques  Chirac  and 
vice  coming  from  Germany,  at  least  as  strong  as  the  mark.  Alain  Jnppg  it  is  not  easy  to 
One  minister  describes  the  sit-  Today,  even  Germany  herself  steadfastly  adhere  to  the  pre- 
uatkm  as  “extremely  deli-  would  be  unable  to  falffl.  the  scribed  cure  under  such  diffi- 
cate*\  another  talks  of  “a  sacrosanct  Maastricht  crite-  cult  circumstances.  In  spite  of 
highly  critical  moment”  and  ria.  Yet  the  politicians  in  this,  they  are  committed  to  it 
advisers  to  the  Elysde  are  feel-  Bonn  cannot  deviate  from  But  every  criticism  from 
tog  "irritated,  and  a certain  their  promises  without  caus-  Bonn  is  received  by  the 
degree  of  bitterness".  * ' tog  unrest  at  home.  French  as  a knock  sideways. 

This  time  there  is  no  dash'  The  mark  has  became  the  Admittedly;  France  has  al- 
af  personalities.  On  the  con-  state  religion,  but  should  ways  been  a sensitive  country 
trary.  Jacques  fhimn  and  France  have  to  pay  for  this  — but  at  the  moment  this 
Helmut  Kohl  seem  to  get  an  obsession?  Must  it  accept  all  sensitivity  is  justified.  Ger- 
weh.  No.  It  is  much  more  the  blame,  simply  because  the  many  is  promoting  its  own 
serious:  toe  whole  substance  German  government  has  self-interest  too  loudly,  and 
of  Franco-German  relations  is  talked  tts&  into  a comer?  praising  the  efforts  of  its  most 
at  stake.  At  precisely  the  time  Above  all.  must  all  Europeans  important  partner  too  softly, 
when  the  financial  markets  now  have  their  economic  poll-  (toe  can  only  emphatically 
are  predicting  that  invest-  cles  dictated  by  Germany?  urge  Germans  who  are  to 


ists  and  on  the  left  wing  of  the 
Socialists. 

For  Jacques  Chirac  and 


degree  of  bitterness”.  * • 
This  time  there  is  no  - 


French  as  a knock  sideways. 
Admittedly;  France  has  al- 


when  tiie  fi  ruminal  markets  now  have  their  economic  pali-  One  can  only  emphatically 
are  predicting  that  invest-  cles  dictated  by  Germany?  urge  Germans  who  are  to 
merit  in  tiie  euro  currency  . . Distinctly  lacking  on  the  favour  of  monetary  union  — 


win  begin  on  deadline.  Bonn  part  of  Germany  is  a fUnda- 


ture  because  of  tiie  Importa-  The  action  has  until  now  been  and  Frankfort  appear  to  be  mental  appreciation  of  the 


given  France's  clearly  frayed 
nerves  — - to  refrain  from 


HOUSANDS  of  Greek  £800  million  to  debl 
farmers  have  con  tin-  state  banks  — becaus 
ued  their  protests  high  cost  of  caving  in. 


£800  million  to  debts  with  self-sufficient,  such  as  maize, 
state  banks  — because  of  the  wheat,  sugar,  wine,  fruit  and 


lion  of  products  to  which  centred  around  Larisa  to  cen-  distancing  themselves  from  radical  changes  which  France  pointing  the  finger  like  a 
Greece  has  been  traditionally  tral  Greece,  but  now  appears  . it  Paris  perceives  German  is  undergoing.  Because  Ger-  headmaster.  Theo  Waigel  and 


to  be  spreading  as  Ear  north  scepticism  growing  as  the  many  is  not  sufficiently  inter-  Hans  Tletmeyer  may  well  be 


■ against  fuel  prices 
and  economic  conditions, 
blocking  many  of  the  coun- 


broadcasts jammed.  B92  try's  main  motorways  and  ef- 
traced  toe  Jamming  to  for-  fectively  cutting  it  to  half. 


mer  communist  party 
headquarters. 

It  sent  its  bulletins  out  on  road  and  rail  links,  causing  and  debt  issues.  This  seems  to  mated  by  debts  and  health 
the  Internet  where  it  chaos  for  a sixth  day  and  have  led  to  a stalemate.  scares, 

reported  on  Sunday  that  the  brushing  off  warnings  that  On  Monday,  toe  farmers  In  this  situation  formers 
Jamming  effort  had  been  so  they  were  Inflicting  heavy  plan  to  expand  their  block-  are  seeking  to  cut  their  costs 
successful  the  police  are  no  damage  on  the  economy,  ades  over  more  of  the  country  by  demanding  exemption 


Yesterday,  fanners  erected 
more  barricades  on  national 


high  cost  of  caving  in.  pulses. 

Realising  this,  the  formers  EU  subsidies  are  being  cut, 
have  sought  more  achievable  while  programmes  to  diver- 
targets  such  as  increases  to  sify  crops  have  been  aban- 
the  support  prices  for  cotton,  doned.  Promises  of  earlier 
wheat  and  milk.  If  they  se-  retirement  for  formers  have 
cure  these  demands,  they  in-  also  been  forgotten  while  the 
tend  to  press  on  with  the  foe!  livestock  sector  Is  being  deci- 
and  debt  issues.  This  seems  to  mated  by  debts  and  health 


as  Thessaloniki  and  Serres 
and  south  into  the 
Peloponnese. 


rres  entry  of  Italy,  Spain  or  Portu-  ested  to  its  neighbours,  it  is  correct  to  some  matters.  But 
the  gal  becomes  more  likely.  The  overlooking  and  underesti-  do  they  have  to  insist  on 
Germans  are  forever  creating  mating  their  .enormous  being  superior  all  of  toe  time? 


scares. 

In  this  situation  formers 


longer  able  to  talk  to  each 
other  on  their  radios. 

Yesterday  morning  the 
jamming  stopped.  Instead, 
toe  Serbian  authorities  shut 


Queues  of  trapped  interna- 
tional and  domestic  lorries 
grew  at  more  than  25 
blockades. 

The  government  is  desper- 


and  will  be  joined  by  workers  from  having  to  pay  the  special 
in  other  sectors  such  as  cattle  consumption  tax  on  petrol  a 
farmers,  citrus  and  other  50  per  cent  reduction  in  their 
fruit  growers.  electricity  tariffs,  and  the 

The  unrest  is  not  just  a typi-  placing  of  all  agricultural 


B92  down.  The  station,  and  ate  to  find  a way  to  open  the  cal  trade  union  demand  for  supplies  to  a special  VAT 


the  students’  Radio  Index, 
both  went  off  the  air  at  3pm. 

Julian  Borg er 


roads  before  there  are  short- 
ages of  basic  goods  — which 
would  have  disastrous  Impli- 
cations for  Greece’s  economy 


more  money  but  is  rather  a bracket  They  also  want  an  in- 
foretaste  of  serious  troubles  crease  of  15G.QQQ  tonnes  in  the 
ahead.  The  agricultural  sec-  EU  milk  quota  for  Greece, 
tor  Is  at  the  end  of  its  tether  As  toe  dispute  continues 
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Jonathan  Steele  on  why  the  West  sees  Red  when  it  looks  at  the  leader  of  Belarus 


The  bear’s  cub 
stirs  next  door 

THE  STRANGE  thing  I a few  percentage  points  coul 
about  the  highly  au-  have  meant  the  turnout  wa 
thoritarian  constitution  1 too  low  to  ensure  the  Russia 


[HE  STRANGE  thing  a few  percentage  points  could 
about  the  highly  au-  have  meant  the  turnout  was 
thoritarian  constitution  too  low  to  ensure  the  Russian 
which  the  Belarus  president,  constitution's  passage. 
Alexander  Lukashenko,  has  Why.  then,  has  the  West 
just  had  endorsed  by  referen-  used  Lukashenko's  long-run- 


dum  is  its  similarity  to  Boris  I nlng  struggle  with  parliament 


Yeltsin's.  Indeed,  whole  sec- 
tions — particularly  those 
which  give  the  president 


to  turn  him  into  a hate  figure 
and  make  his  country  a pa- 
riah. denied  the  friendly  ad- 


enormous  powers  and  reduce  vice  of  the  International  Man- 
parliament  to  impotence  — etary  Fund  and  a seat  in  the 


are  taken  verbatim  from  the 
Russian  text 


Council  of  Europe?  The 
reasons  have  little  to  do  with 


The  way  it  was  adopted  also  Lukashenko’s  lack  of  democ- 
bears  the'  hallmarks  of  Rus-  racy  and  much  to  do  with  the 


Lukashenko  . . - defiant] 
against  market  economics 


eta’s  December  1993  referen-  market  economy  and  Western 
dum.  Just  like  Yeltsin.  Luka-  foreign  policy  imperatives, 
shenko  allowed  no  opponents  The  Belarus  president  is  the 
access  to  state  television  to  only  leader  erf  post-Soviet  east- 
campaign  against  the  referen-  em  or  central  Europe  with  the 


Others  have  clung  to  the  presi- 
dential honey-pot  though  not 
always  for  long. 

As  to  Russia,  sleaze  and  un- 
accountable power  occupy  the 
space  where  democratic  de- 
bate and  the  public  interest 
ought  to  be.  Like  Yeltsin,  Lu- 
kashenko has  expanded  the 
presidential  bureaucracy  into 
an  apparatus  larger  than  the 
old  Central  Committee.  He 
runs  the  country  via  a host  of 
non-budge  tary  funds. 

“He  has  three  bases  of  sup- 
port". says  Pyotr  Martsev,  a 
thirty-something  former 
Young  Communist  League 
official  who  edits  a business 
paper. 

“There  are  the  cronies  to 
whom  he  has  given  the  best 
defiantly  properties  to  Minsk,  tourist 
momics  complexes  and  holiday  homes; 

workers  in  the  state  sector 
ikashenko  who  are  an  his  payroll;  and 
versa  few  some  businessmen  who 
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market  economy  and  Western  sian  presidency”.  Lukashenko  who  are  an  his  payroll;  and 
foreign  policy  imperatives.  told  Russian  TV  viewers  a few  some  businessmen  who 
The  Belarus  president  is  the  days  before  toe  referendum  in  worked  with  him  and  got  tax 
only  leader  of  post-Soviet  east-  a none-too-subtle  bid  to  ex-  privileges  and  toe  rights  to 
em  or  central  Europe  with  the  plain  why  he  needed  to  follow  import  goods  without  customs 


dum.  Out  of  2^49  minutes  of  temerity  to  resist  prlvatisa-  Yeltsin's  1993  example.  Even  duties.” 

broadcasting  devoted  to  the  lion.  He  re-nationalised  most  less  diplomatically,  he  prom-  The  handful  of  genuine 


issue,  not  one  reflected  the 
parliament's  point  of  view. 
Allegations  of  fraud  cropped 


banks,  has  prevented  shops  Ised  not  to  use  tanks  against  democrats  are  left  stranded. 


being  sold  off  to  their  manag-  his  parliament. 


Stanislav  Sfaushfeevich,  who 


ers.  and  Insists  that  the  state  I Lukashenko  is  a combina-  headed  the  parliament  until 


up  in  both  countries.  In  Rus-  and  collective  farms  (or  which  tion  of  Russia's  three  strong  Lukashenko  toppled  him  In 
cia  toe  margin  of  victory  was  he  was  once  a chairman)  con-  men.  He  has  Yeltsin’s  vanity  19M,  still  hopes  that  progres- 


gja  the  margin  of  victory  was  he  was  once  a chairman)  con- 
much  narrower  and  a shift  of  ttoue  to  supply  them. 

Although  the  economy  suf- 
i fers  many  of  Russia's  market 


and  tactical  skills.  Zhirin-  sive  politics  will  one  day  have 
ovsky's  sense  of  humour  and  a place  in  Belarus. 


lack  of  tact  and  Zyuganov's 
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It  seems  quixotic.  The  sad- 
traumas  even  Lukashenko’s  Soviet  nostalgia.  dest  place  In  Minsk  is  the  old 

opponents  concede  that  in-  It  is  an  odd  combination  execution  ground  at  Kuropaty 
equalities  are  less  glaring,  which  has  split  his  opponents,  where  Stalin’s  police  shot 
crime  is  lower,  and  the  mafia  The  parliamentary  leadership  hundreds  of  thousands  be- 
less  prevalent.  Street-begging  of  the  Communists  and  Agrar-  tween  1939  and  1941.  Un- 
and  homelessness  are  rare.  Ians  teamed  up  with  tiie  pro-  earthed  to  1988,  the  forest 
and  prices  In  the  shops  are  be-  market  liberals  In  denouncing  glades  could  have  been 
tween  a half  and  a third  of  the  president’s  grab  for  power,  turned  Into  a national  mortu- 
those  in  Russia.  The  old  Communists  who  led  menL  But  in  Its  two  years  of 


turned  Into  a national  mortu- 1 
those  in  Russia.  The  old  Communists  who  led  menL  But  in  its  two  years  of  | 

Worse  than  that.  Luka-  the  party  before  1991  are  on  power  toe  post-communist 
sbenko  wants  to  forge  a union  Lukashenko's  side,  as  are  toe  government  failed  even  to  put 
with  Russia  and  maintain  a elderly  rank  and  file.  UP  a roads ign  so  that  schodl- 


with  Russia  and  maintain  a 
military  link.  Although  he 
has  sent  the  last  nuclear  mis. 
sites  hack  to  Russia,  the  West 
treats  him  as  a menace. 

“You  can’t  marry  the  Belar- 


elderly  rank  and  file.  UP  a roads  ign  so  that  schodl- 

Tbe  new  rich,  and  those  children  and  other  visitors 
who  want  to  make  money,  are  could  come  and  learn  to  dis- 
not sure  where  to  turn.  The  tance  themselves  from  their 
younger  ones  are  centred  to  country’s  authoritarian  past, 
the  few  Independent  busineses  Instead,  to  twisted  form  it 


ussian  parliament  to  the  Rus-  [ and  the  opposition  media.  | lives  on  around  them. 
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United  again  (for  now) 

The  Tories  close  ranks:  until  the  next  Euro-split 


ARE  THE  Conservatives  completely 
mad?  Not  quite,  but  they  seem  to  be 
getting  that  way.  At  the  weekend,  the 
Tory  rumour  mills  suggested  that  the 
Prime  Minister  was  about  to  make  a 
fresh  demarche  on  Europe,  by  ruling 
out  British  entry  into  the  single  cur- 
rency in  the  lifetime  of  the  next  Parlia- 
ment The  usual  sources  (those  close  to 
Central  Office,  perhaps?)  told  the  usual 
newspapers,  which,  anxious  to  believe 
their  own  prejudices,  swallowed  the 
story.  Yesterday,  even  the  Financial 
Times  joined  them.  But  in  the  Com- 
mons a few  hours  later,  John  Major 
denied  it  in  the  most  categorical  terms 
it  is  possible  to  imagine.  The  Govern- 
ment he  repeated,  stood  unequivocally 
exactly  where  he  has  said  since  April 
that  it  stood,  refusing  again  to  rule 
Britain  out  of  the  euro. 

End  of  story?  If  only,  from  the  Tories' 
point  of  view,  that  it  were  so.  The 
reason  why  the  party  is  aflame  with 
these  excitements  is  that  Labour  has 
called  their  bluff  over  the  single  cur- 
rency referendum.  The  result  is  that 
the  Tory  sceptics  are  desperate  to  find  a 
fresh  basis  on  which  to  differentiate 
their  party  from  Labour  over  Europe. 
That  means,  they  believe,  that  they 
must  force  the  Government  to  commit 
itself  against  the  single  currency  for  the 
next  Parliament  But  they  are  unable  to 
do  so  because,  as  they  see  it  Kenneth 
Clarke  stands  between  them  and  their 
objective.  Hence  all  the  stirring  against 
the  Chancellor  a fortnight  ago,  and 
hence  yesterday's  preposterous  rituals 
in  the  Commons,  when  Mr  Clarke  was 
summoned  to  make  the  first-ever  report 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  about  proceed- 
ings at  the  regular  meetings  of  the 
European  Union  finance  ministers,  the 
Ecofin  group.  As  Mr  Clarke  rightly 
said,  the  discussions  at  Ecofin  were 
precisely  on  the  basis  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  always  announced. 

The  problem  for  the  Tories  is  that  the 


sceptics  don’t  believe  a word  of  it  They 
are  forever  dreaming  up  fresh  fantasies 
about  the  preparations  for  monetary 
union,  forgetting  that  the  Chancellor  is 
absolutely  right  to  insist  as  again  he 
has  always  done,  that  the  third  stage  of 
EMU  will  have  consequences  for  Brit- 
ain whether  we  are  in  or  out  Mr  Clarke 
is  right  to  say  that  there  were  no 
dragons  to  slay  at  Ecofin.  His  report 
yesterday  was  a model  of  what  any 
Chancellor  ought  to  say  at  this  stage  of 
the  preparations.  But  that  of  course,  is 
not  what  the  sceptics  (and  their  myste- 
rious briefing  friends)  want  to-  believe. 
John  Major,  Kenneth  Clarke  and 
Michael  Heseltine  successfully  hosed 
the  party  down  yesterday.  But  it  will 
only  last  until  the  next  time.  The  Tory 
Party  is  truly  its  own  most  effective 
enemy. 

Yesterday,  we  published  a poll  which 
showed  that,  after  a brief  dosing  of  the 
gap  during  the  autumn,  the  Tories  are 
once  again  19  points  behind  Labour. 
The  Tories’  November  recovery  had 
followed  a party  conference  in  which 
they  took  a stance  on  Europe,  agreed  it 
and  stuck  to  It  For  a brief  period,  as  a 
result,  they  prospered  in  the  polls. 
Then,  three  weeks  ago,  the  Tories 
started  arguing  about  Europe  again. 
The  inevitable  consequence  was  yester- 
day's bad  poll  result  If  you  believe  the 
psephologists’  charts  (which  not  many 
people  do,  though  perhaps  they  should). 
Labour  currently  stands  to  have  an 
overall  majority  in  the  Commons  of 
around  190.  To  the  sceptics,  that  means 
that  they  must  lurch  into  a further  anti- 
European  position,  whose  only  political 
consequence  would  be  the  resignation 
of  the  Chancellor,  the  collapse  of  the 
Government  and  an  early  election.  Is 
that  really  what  they  want?  The 
answer,  amazing  to  relate,  is  that,  in 
some  cases,  it  is.  It  may  not  be  time  to 
call  the  men  in  white  coats  yet,  but  they 
should  certainly  be  put  on  standby. 


Preserving  the  best  of  the  NHS 

But  Labour  still  needs  to  match  Tory  spending  promises 


LABOUR  produced  its  latest  health  pro- 
posals yesterday  — but  wrapped  them 
in  two  separate  book  covers.  Which 
would  you  prefer?  In  the  Daily  Mirror, 
the  shadow  health  secretary  set  out  his 
strategy  for  restoring  the  NHS  to  the 
structure  which  was  known  and  loved: 
no  sharp-elbowed  internal  market,  no 
GP  fundholders  with  the  money  to  let 
their  patients  queue  jump,  fewer 
bureaucrats.  All  the  old  ideals  would  be 
restored:  co-operation  instead  of  compe- 
tition, an  integrated  rather  than  frag- 
mented service,  the  right  of  GPs  to  refer 
patients  to  hospitals  of  their  choice  re- 
established. But  in  a seminar  with 
health  professionals  yesterday,  Chris 
Smith’s  changes  took  on  a quite  differ- 
ent hue:  the  purchaser/provider  split 
would  remain:  so  would  GP  fund- 
holders  in  many  shire  areas;  and  a GF’s 
freedom  of  referral  would  still  be 
restrained. 

What’s  going  on?  An  old  story: 
Labour  continues  to  provide  separate 
visions  to  the  two  audiences  which 
have  to  be  won  over  in  the  health 
debate:  the  public,  for  whom  the  NHS 
remains  high  on  its  issues  of  concern; 
and  the  health  professionals,  with 
whom  a future  Labour  government  will 
have  to  work.  There  Is  no  point  in 
“turning  the  clock  back"  because  there 
was  a lot  wrong  with  the  old  model: 
poor  management,  unacceptable  varia- 
tions in  access  to  treatment,  too  little 
note  taken  of  patient  preferences.  There 
is  a lot  wrong  with  the  present  system 
too:  greater  inequality,  more  fragmen- 


tation, increased  bureaucracy,  com- 
plete with  gagging  clauses  that  have 
turned  a national  health  system  into  a 
national  stealth  service. 

There  is  a further  problem  for 
Labour  the  last  thing  the  NHS  needs 
now  is  another  major  upheaval  five 
years  after  the  last  That  is  why 
Labour’s  evolutionary  approach  is  wel- 
come even  if  its  feigned  revolutionary 
rhetoric  is  regrettable.  The  compro- 
mises which  Labour  has  been  forced  to 
make  are  uncomfortable  and  will  pro- 
duce some  awkward  results:  the  1,000 
new  commissioning  groups  of  GPs  will 
all  require  managers  (so  much  for  cut- 
ting bureaucracy);  the  merger  of  exist- 
ing health  authorities  will  recreate  a 
regional  tier  (when  the  party  is  sup- 
posed to  be  intent  on  streamlining  the 
system);  and  worst  of  all,  the  party  has 
been  so  concerned  to  pacify  GPs  that  it 
was  already  clear  yesterday  that  it  had 
alienated  other  primary  health-care 
professionals  — nurses,  mid  wives, 
health  visitors  — who  feel  marginalised 
in  the  new  commissioning  process. 
Ironically,  the  Tories  now  look  more 
modem  than  Labour  with  their  recent 
promise  to  give  more  responsibility  to 
other  primary-care  team  members. 
Labour  should  quickly  rectify  this  last 
gaffe.  More  seriously,  it  needs  to  match 
the  Tory  spending  promise.  Honouring 
next  year’s  settlement  is  meaningless  — 
Labour  can  hardly  take  away  money 
already  promised.  What  it  must  do  is 
match  the  Tory  five-year  promise:  real 
increases  year  on  year  on  year. 


How  to  reduce  road  rage 

One  solution  is  to  give  cars  a bit  more  body  language 


(AD  RAGE  — which  claimed  its  lat- 
tragic  victim  this  week  — is  an 
iteration  that  is  barely  two  years  old. 
e police  are  right  to  point  out  that  it 
isn’t  officially  exist  and  that  violent 
mes  involving  cars  are  covered  by 
sting  legislation.  If  the  phrase  road 
>e  or  its  derivatives  — like  trolley 
^ at  supermarkets  or  job-centre  ag- 
•ssion  at  employment  offices  — is 
;en  to  imply  diminished  responsi- 
ity  then  that  is  wrong:  violence  is 
lence.  Yet  many  people  admit  some- 
ng  happens  to  them  when  they  strap 
mselves  into  a space  they  deem  their 
n in  cars  when  they  are  more  likely 
assume  an  aggression  and  posses- 
■eness  otherwise  suppressed.  A 
ent  driver  survey  found  that  42  per 
it  had  sworn  at  other  drivers  and 
lost  half  had  been  “tailgated”. 

)ne  theory  is  that,  protected  behind 
ss.  drivers  view  other  people  as  chat; 
ers  in  a video  game  to  be  zapped 


when  required.  But  part  of  the  problem 
is  surely  down  to  design  faults.  Cars  are 
impersonal  with  misleading  body  lan- 
guage. When  they  hoot,  it  is  seen  as 
aggressive,  even  though  the  driver  may 
have  been  trying  to  draw  attention  to  a 
flat  tyre.  Why  not  have  two  pitches  — a 
ding-dong  for  friendly  messages  and  a 
normal  hoot  for  warnings?  Front  lights 
are  also  ambiguous.  One  recent  case  of 
road  rage  (which,  ended  in  death) 
started  because  a driver  thought  he  was 
being  “flashed”,  even  though  the  car 
following  was  merely  going  over  an 
undulating  road.  In  this  electronic  age 
why  can't  simple  messages  (like 
“sorry”  or  “please  don’t  drive  so  dose" 
be  flashed  on  the  surface  of  the  car  by 
pressing  a button?  Persuasive  measures 
have  done  a lot  to  reduce  drinking  and 
driving.  There’s  no  reason  why  similar 
approach  couldn’t  reduce  road  rage. 
Car  drivers  are,  after  all,  human  be- 
ings. Well,  most  of  them. 


boot 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


A little  legal  lesson 


Lisa  Jardine  and  the  rape 
of  our  cultural  heritage 


CONTRARY  to  David 
Hart  (Don’t  sue  the 
teacher,  December  3),  I 
say:  do  sue,  but  the  LEA,  not 
the  teacher.  Legal  not  politi- 
cal, action  is  the  way  to  en- 
sure one’s  rights,  as  the 
Americans  have  rightly  per- 
ceived. The  1944  Education 
Act  laid  upon  parents  the  key 
duty  to  cause  every  child  to 
receive  “efficient,  full-time 
education  suitable  to  his  age, 
ability  and  aptitude”  (Section 
36).  There  was  a correspond- 
ing obligation,  repeated  in  the 
1993  Act  (Section  192),  on  the 
LEA  to  secure  a child’s  atten- 
dance at  a school  winch  fulfils 
this  criterion  of  suitability. 

Professor  A H Halsey 
pointed  out  in  your  columns 
on  January  18,  1994  that  that 
provision  had  never  been 
properly  implemented  by 
LEAs  and  that  their  foot-drag- 
ging over  Statements  of 
Special  Educational  Need  was 
provoking  parents  to  sue 
them!  The  LEAs  were  more 
concerned  with  controlling 
their  finances  than  with  satis- 
fying needs. 

This  accusation  seems  to  be 
borne  out  when,  apparently, 
the  providers  — David  Hart 
for  the  teachers  and  Graham 
Lane  for  the  Association  of 
Metropolitan  Authorities  — 
defend  their  system  against 
the  consumers  on  the  basis 
that  if  a court  decides  that 
they  were  at  fault,  then  these 
mean  litigants  will  force  the 
poor,  pious  providers  to  do 
even  worse  by  the  rest  of 
their  customers . . . 

ME  Martin. 

1 Oakland  Close, 

Liverpool  L21  BPS. 


UNDER  Labour,  school 
students  win  lose  the 
right  to  sue  If  they  fail  exam- 
inations because  of  their 
teachers’  negligence.  David 
Blunkett  says  this  is  because 
any  damages  they  would  win 
would  be  better  spent  on 
bringing  the  school  up  to 
scratch  (Insurers  pledge  to 
resist  lawsuits  on  exam 
results,  December  3).  If  his 
argument  has  any  validity  in 
a school  context,  which  I 
doubt  doesn’t  it  have  even 
more  force  in  the  context  of 
medical  negligence,  where  an 
exemption  for  hospitals  could 
save  millions  of  pounds? 

Blunketf  s preposed  legisla- 
tion would  sweep  away  the 
rights  of  vulnerable  people 
and  lay  the  foundations  of 
future  Injustice  in  our 
schools,  where  even  the  most 
blatant  negligence  would  be 
exempt  from  action. 

He  dare  not  oppose  the 
requirement  for  schools  to 
rovide  more  information, 
ut  he  intends  to  ensure  stu- 
dents can't  put  the  informa- 
tion to  use. 

John  Spencer. 

38  EarMleld  Road, 

London  SW183DN. 

is  everyone  so 
WW  shocked  at  the  prospect 
of  litigation  by  students  from 
“failed  schools"?  The  1988 
Education  Reform  Act  and  its 
long  train  of  subsidiary  acts 
is  based  upon  the  fundamen- 
tal assumption  that  education 
is  a commodity  and  therefore 
part  of  the  market  culture. 

Pupils  and  their  parents  are 
now  consumers  of  education 
and,  as  all  consumers,  have 


rights.  If  I bought  double  glaz- 
ing and  it  was  poorly  in- 
stalled, I would  take  the  con- 
tractors to  court,  if  necessary, 
to  gain  compensation,  ft  is  ex- 
actly the  same  principle. 

(Rev)  Brian  O’Neill 
69  Haworth  Road, 

Gorton, 

Manchester  M18  7EN. 

David  hart  does  not 
mention  student  respon- 
sibility. Were  they  suff- 
iciently instructed,  or  did 
they  spend  too  much  time 
watching  TV  and  going  out 
with  their  friends  rather  than 
doing  their  homework? 

ET  Shepherd. 

Oak  Cottage,  Stoke  Close, 
Stoke  D’Aberaon, 

Cob  ham,  Surrey  KTll  3AE. 

HOW  long  will  it  be  before 
teachers  start  suing  those 
parents  who  neglect  their 
duty  of  care  in  bringing  up 
their  children?  I refer  to  the 
parents  of  the  badly  behaved 
children  who  go  on  to  disrupt 
the  orderly  learning  environ- 
ment which  can  lead  to 
under-achievement  by  other 
children. 

Brian  P Moss. 

S3  Mill  Crescent, 

Kingsbury, 

Tam  worth.  Staffs  B78  2NW. 

n^ERHAPS  the  time  has 
Ir  come  for  schools  to  con- 
sider suing  any  pupil  who 
foils  to  achieve  the  magic  five 
A-  to  C-grade  GCSEs  on  the 
grounds  of  bringing  the 
school  into  disrepute? 

Tony  Parcel! 

18  Bouverie  Road, 

Chelmsford,  Essex  CM2  ODE. 


The  Bel  tolls 


FOR  30  years  I have  blamed 
Jack  Straw  for  painting  the 
slogan  “Dick  Knowles  and 
John  Anson:  Enemies  Of  The 
Working  Class”  on  the  pave- 
ment outside  9 Queen  Square. 
Leeds,  when  I was  secretary  of 
Leeds  Labour  Party  and  John 
Anson  was  the  Yorkshire 
regional  organiser.  Jack  has 
always  denied  it  It  must  have 
been  Bel  Littlejohn,  though  I 
am  surprised  that  she  could 
spell  "enemies”  correctly. 

So  Bel  Littlejohn  has  salved 
another  mystery  (November 
29).  The  6ft  graffiti  slogan  on 
the  wall  of  Leeds  University, 
“Organise  For  Anarchy",  bore 
the  tag  “BF,  which  I always 
thought  was  that  of  the  then 
Labour  candidate  for  Moor- 
town  In  the  1965  municipal 
election  (Bernard  Ingham).  I 

now  realise  that  the  tag  was 
“BL”.  My  belated  apologies  to 
both  comrade  Jack  and  com- 
rade Bernard.  It  was  that  mili- 
tant feminist  Bel  all  the  time. 
(Cllr)  Sir  Richard  Knowles. 
Birmingham  City  Council, 

64  Woodgate  Lane. 
Birmingham  B32  3QY. 

Q LEEPING  In  socks  and 
OpuHover  while  the  dog  de- 
serts its  basket  outside  the  bed- 
room for  the  warmth  cf  the 
cooker  (That  little  white  pow- 
der makes  my  day,  December 
2)?  Roy  Hattersley  has  forgot- 
ten the  basic  rules  of  surviving 
an  icy  night  without  central 
heating:  the  socks  and  the  pull- 
over go  by  the  cooker  so  that 
they  are  warm  to  put  on  In  the 
morning;  the  dog  goes  in  the 
bed.  (Any  accompanying  goose 
feathers  a bonus). 

Diana  Vowles. 
38KeslakeRoad, 

London  NW86DL. 

IF  Eric  Morley  is  right  in  say- 
ling  that  “intelligence  is  the 
main  factor”  in  judging  Miss 
World  contestants  (Letters. 
November  29),  then  can  we 
look  forward  to  the  title  being 
won  next  year  by  Germaine 
Greer,  Iris  Murdoch  or  Bar- 
bara Castle  instead  of  a young 
and  shapely  supermodel?  ■ 
Chris  Wilis. 

English  Department, 

Birkbeck  College, 

Maiet  Street 

London  WC1E7HX. 


NICK  Sparrow,  of  pollsters 
ICM,  omits  some  crucial 
foctors  in  his  discussion  of 
the  accuracy  of  opinion  polls 
(Polls  apart  on  the  voting 
slips,  December  2). 

First,  neither  of  the  palling 
methods  he  describes 
addresses  the  circumstances 
in  the  respondents'  constitu- 
encies. Were  I to  be  tele- 
phoned, I should  give  a confi- 
dent “Liberal  Democrat" 
response,  but  my  Local  cir- 
cumstances might  lead  me  to 
vote  Conservative  (if  to  do  so 
appeared  to  provide  a greater 
chance  of  a balanced  Parlia- 
ment) or  Labour  (for  the  same 
reason).  Others  might  have 
different  reasons  for  casting  a 
tactical  vote. 

Next,  he  doesn’t  tell  os  if 


PETER  Davis,  director-gen- 
eral of  the  National  Lot- 
tery, felt  able  to  challenge 
( Letters . December  £)  the  sug- 
gestion made  in  your  columns 
that  the  Govemmjent  bad  con- 
ducted no  research  into  the 
impact  of  the  National  Lot- 
tery on  individuals. 

But  Mr  Davis  made  the 
reality  clear.  His  office  had 
conducted  research  so  the 
Government  was  off  the  hook. 
The  ostensible  Independence 
of  the  Lottery  regulator  ap- 
pears to  be  as  genuine  as  the 
Independence  of  all  the  other 
regulators,  appointed  by  the 
Government,  paid  by  it,  and 
as  answerable  to  that  patron- 
age as  any  other  placeman. 
Doreen  Simpaon. 

6 Park  Drive, 

Heaton, 

Bradford  BD9  4DR. 


any  check  is  made  on 
whether  the  respondent  is  an 
elector  (le  on  the  register).  An 
estimated  4 per  cent  of  those 
entitled  to  register  have  not 
done  so.  He  also  disregards 
the  matter  of  postal  voters 
and  twice-registered  people. 
from  students  to  second-home 
owners. 

Finally,  he  falls  to  discuss 
the  ultimate  nonsense  of  our 
first-past-the-post  lottery:  that 
the  winner  of  the  most  votes 
does  not  necessarily  take  the 
most  seats  because  there  is  no 
necessary  link  between  votes 
cast  and  seats  won.  A great 
deal  more  adjustment  is 
needed. 

Tony  Ewe  ns. 

19  Stanley  Drive, 

Hornby,  iAncaster  LA2  SNA. 


ENSURING  that  Lottery 
players  have  what  he  calls 
an  “informed  choice”  hasn’t 
caused  Peter  Davis  to  prevent 
Camelot  promoting  the  Lot- 
tery as  a way  of  making  con- 
tributions to  worthy  causes, 
using  such  happy  sloganeer, 
ing  as  “Fun  for  you;  funds  for 
projects  like  these”  and  lead- 
ing people  perhaps  to  think  a 
bigger  slice  of  the  Lottery  is 
going  to  charitable  causes 
than  is  actually  the  case. 

This  is  odd,  because  Mr 
Davis's  office  agreed  an  ad- 
vertising code  of  practice 
with  Camelot  which,  in 
theory,  prevents  Camelot  sug- 
gesting that  Lottery  funds  are 
a substitute  for  direct 
donations. 

Paid  Buttle. 

18  Brewery  Lane,  Keswick, 
Cumbria  GAI2  6LJ. 


No  bonus  for  the  Lottery 


I ISA  Jaxdine’s  ruling  is  cer- 
l_talnly  clear:  banish 
“graphic  representations  of 
acts  which  violate,  harm  or 
humiliate  anybody”  (It  may 
be  art,  but  is  It  violence,  De- 
cember 2;  Letters,  November 
3).  Basements  of  museums 
round  the  world  will  be  filled 
with  a substantial  fraction  of 
European  art,  from  Breughel 
to  Bacon.  Photo-journalism  , 
does  not  even  have  the  excuse 
of  being  art,  so  those  horrifr- 
. ing  scenes  of  the  liberation  of 
Belsen  or  of  the  screaming 
Vietnamese  girl  running 
down  the  road  scorched  with 
napalm  ought  never  to  have 
been  published. 

Christians  will  probably 
point  out  that  the  purpose  of  a 
crucifix  is  not  to  encourage 
crucifixion,  nor  has  it  often 
bad  that  effect  the  Belsen 
photographs  are  understood  1 
by  most  people  as  a powerful , 
plea  that  such  events  should 
never  occur  again,  though  of 
course  they  have  not  ensured 
that  Jardine’s  ruling  com-, 
pletely  ignores  any  distinc- 
tion between  what  an  Image 
depicts  and  what  it  means. 

She  might  win  more  sup- 
port for  her  cause  if  she 
restricted  it  to  images  that 
glorified  violence.  However, 
even  that  somewhat  milder 
policy  should  be  rejected.  Ob- 
jectionable images  should  be 
objected  to,  but  not  banned. 
Anthony  Matthew. 

83  Clarendon  Park  Road, 
Leicester  LE23AH. 


FOLLOWTNG  Lisa  Jardine's 
logic,  should  every’  picture 
of  the  crucifixion  disappear 
from  churches?  Should  public 
artistic  commemoration  of 
the  Holocaust  be  censored? 
Should  we  in  Wales  remove 
memorials  to  our  princes  be- 
cause they  fought  the  English, 
thus  doing  them  harm? 

What  will  be  left?  Portraits 
of  aldermen  and  Dutch  still- 
lives,  perhaps. 

Gerald  Morgan. 

RMwias,  Cliff  Terrace, 
Aberystwyth,  Dyfed  SY23  SDN. 

I HAVE  not  seen  the  (other) 
painting  of  the  Sabines  In 
Oxford  Town  Hall,  which  Lisa 
Jardine  says  the  women 
councillors  want  to  “remove 
Into  storage".  If  it  was 
removed  to  the  Ashmolean 
museum,  more  people  could 
see  it  . and  come  to  their  own 
opinion;  but  if  it  is  hidden 
away,  how  can  L or  anyone 
else,  reach  an  informed  judg- 
ment? 

Christopher  RoHason. 

17  avenue  Foch, 

F-57000.Metz, 

France. 

GO  to  see  Seven  Brides  for 
Seven  Brothers,  Lisa,  and 
you  may  work  it  out 
Lucy  and  Chloe 
Baltimore  (14). 

283  Hills  Road, 

Cambridge  CB2ZRP. 


We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  more  likely  to  appear 


Terry  Marsh  on  the  ropes 


THE  Terry  Marsh  of  your 
I article  (In  the  yellow  cor- 
ner, December  2)  Is  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  Terry  Marsh  I 
remember  at  Labour  Party 
meetings  in  Poplar  and  Can- 
ning Town  last  year.  I was 
then  chair  of  the  CLP  and  I 
don't  remember  Terry  saying 
anything  at  an. 

His  decision  Is  quite  per- 
verse. Anyone  who  knew  the 
former  Ub-Dem  council  in 
Tower  Hamlets  would  know 
that  the  Lib  Dems  are  not  the 
answer  to  Britain’s  problems. 
Randal  Smith. 

7 Corbin  House. 

Bromley  High  Street, 

London  E3. 

WHY  is  Terry  Marsh 
standing  as  Llb-Dem  can- 
didate for  Basildon?  It  Is  a 
seat  he  cannot  possibly  win. 
By  splitting  the  opposition 
vote  he  will  make  the  chances 
of  a Tory  victory  that  much 
easier. 

Brace  Kent 
Co-chairman, 

Grot  (Get  Rid  Of  Them). 

6 Cynthia  Street, 

London  N1 9JF. 


A NY  election  victory  by  ex- 
/Achampion  Marsh  will  be 
very  old  hat  indeed.  Back  in 
1836,  Bristol-born,  British 
Empire  bare-knuckle  heavy- 
weight champion  John  Gully 
punched  his  way  out  of  the 
London  debtors'  prison, 
where  he  had  celebrated  his 
2lst  birthday,  to  become  MP 
for  Pontefract  He  sat  for  five 
years. 

Investing,  his  ring  earnings 
wisely,  Gully  bought  three 
Yorkshire  coalmines  and 
used  the  profits  to  rear  and 
raise  two  Derby-winning 
racehorses—  St  Giles  and  An- 
dover. A millionaire  by  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1862,  he 
received  a posthumous  show- 
business  honour  120  years 
later  when  Henry  Cooper  im- 
personated him  In  a movie. 

So,  even  if  the  champagne 
corks  pop  down  Basildon  way 
on  election  night  for  Terry 
Marsh,  Yorkshire's  Ponte- 
fract electorate  could  be  for- 
given for  having  vague  feel- 
ing of  d&jdvu. 

Brian  Donald. 

7 Arran  Crescent 

Kirkcaldy,  Fife  KY2  6DJ. 


A Country  Diary 


FORT  TROLLHIEM:  Pale, 
luminous  daylight  spreads 
from  invisible  dawns,  trapped 
In  nets  of  fog.  floating 
through  the  rolling  Devon 
countryside.  A huge,  black 
poplar  looms  from  the  misty 
banks  of  the  River  Otter.  Its 
dark,  knobbly  boughs  rake  a 
bright  blue  sky  above.  Slowly, 
the  fogs  draw  back  into  water- 
meadows  and  the  last  smoky 
wraiths  are  sucked  into  the 
streams.  Oaks  and  beeches 
hold  their  burnished  gold  In 
winter  sunshine.  Smoim  curls 
from  fires.  Dogs  bark,  voices, 
drums  and  flutes  peal  out  into 
the  morning.  Up  the  muddy 
track  through  pasture.  Fort 
TroUhiem  stands  atop  a little 
flinty  hill  on  the  edge  of  a 
plantation  of  tail,  dark  firs. 
Crossing  the  rickety  ladder 
over  . the  palisades  Is  life* 
crossing  into  another  time. 
Inside  this  little  hffi-fort  are 
tarpaulin -covered  dwellings, 
gardens  and  communal  living 
areas.  Fort  TroIHiiem,  one  of 
three  camps  near  Ottery  St 
Mary,  is  part  of  the  longest- 
naming  road  protest  to  Eng- 


land. When  built,  the  new  A30 
extension  will  smash  through 
woods  and  copses,  sheaf 
through  rolling  hills  «nd  be 
carried  across  the  water- 
meadows  on  huge  concrete 
pillars.  It's  hard  to  imagine  a 
more  devastating  testimony 
to  20th  century  brutality  in 
this  landscape.  Beneath  Fort 
TroUhiem,  in  the  path  of  this 
road,  is  a warren  of  tunnels 
and  chambers  where  the  pro- 
testers will  lock  themselves  to 
concrete  blocks  to  resist  evix> 
ton  by  the  bailiffs  and  tfaiay 
the  road-builders.  The  evic- 
tions could  begin  any  day 
now.  Life  in  the  camps  fol- 
lows the  natural  rhythms  of 
the  day.  until  night  foils  and 
great,  dark  sweeps  of  rain 
wash  over  the  woods  and 
meadows.  But  under  the  mud 
and  roots  the  burrowing 
trolls  are  ready.  With  a cour- 
age that  seems  so  in  tune  with 
the  beauty  of  the  land  they 
have  vowed  to  protect,  in 
their  subterranean  darirpt>ss 
they  are  prepared  for  the 
siege. 

PAUL  EVANS 
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IN  what  theatre  critics 

will  come  to  sea  as  the 
most  significant  por- 
trayal of « British  politician 
Hare’s  Kinnock 
m The  Absence  Of  War.  En- 
vironment Secretary  Little 
Gum  Gam  is  the  central 
character  in  a new  play. 
Those  eager  to  see  it  must 
make  their  way  at  once  to 
Hungary,  where  tonight,  at 
the  University  of  Budapest 
B For  Beef:  Boy  British  win 

be  staged.  The  part  of  Little 

Gum  Gam,  known  in  It 
more  respectfully  by  the 
name  “Gum  Gum*’.  Is  taken 
hy  Gergely  Biro,  a student 
in  the  production,  which  Is 
set  in  Shropshire.  India  and 
finally  Brussels,  it  Is  Gum 
Gum’s  force-feeding  of  less 
than  sane  beef  to  his  daugh- 
ter that  summons  the  god 
Krishna  (the  author.  Want 
Drew,  is  Hindi),  who  saves 
the  child  and  then  the  dis- 
eased national  herd,  which 
he  leads  “out  of  the  land  of 
abuse  and  violation  to  their 

homeland  in  RrinriaKiin  h< 

India**.  Plans  to  turn  the 

play  into  a major  film  have  i 
been  put  on  hold, 
apparently,  due  to  the  un- 
availability of  Hollywood’s 
first  choice  for  Gum  Gum, 
the  late  Charles  Ha wtrey. 

Val  Kilmer  is  standing  by. 

BEL  Mooney,  my  old  • 
friend  from  the  60s, 
writes  a Daily  Mail 
“essay”  reconciling  her  lib- 
erality with  the  desire  to 
censor  films  like  Crash. 
However,  in  an  otherwise 
splendid  article,  one  sen- 
tence leaves  the  door  open 
to  misinterpretation — 
when  she  writes  that  the 
tone  of  Gillian  Freeman’s 
1967  treatise  on  pornogra- 
phy was  "as  terminally  flip- 
pant as  a typical  Guardian 
column  today”.  Bel  would,  I 
know,  want  to  make  it  abso- 
lutely clear  that  she  was  in 
no  way  referring  to  the 
Diary. 


bortion  debate  is 
still  a minefield 


Commentary 


Catherine 

Bennett 


FOR  the  first  tirru*  in 
many  years;  anti- 
abortion  obsessives 
are  in  good  heart. 
Since  the  early  summer, 
hardly  a week  has  gone  by 
without  an  opportunity  for 
the  champions  of  fbetal  pre- 
eminence to  excoriate  doctors 
or  to  threaten  politicians,  to 
reprimand  unhappy  women 
or.  time  permitting,  to  pro- 
mote the  religion . which  In- 
spires their  cause. 

Better  still,  the  media  have 
become  willing  to  listen:  Af- 
fecting stories  of  “innocent” 
foetuses  and  melted  “ice 
babies”  now  attract  the  kind 
of  tender,  journalistic  interest 
which  was  once  reserved  tor 
trapped  kittens  and  imper- 
illed donkeys.  Last  week,  a 14- 
year-old  whose  feat  was  to  re- 
fuse to  accept  an  award  from 
pro-choice  Barbara  Follett 
was  introduced  to  readers  as 
an  exemplary,  tf  hardly  repre- 
sentative specimen  of  British 
girlhood. 

Small  wonder  that  Britain's 
friends  of  the  embryo  are 
jubilant  “Now  we've  got  at 


least  three  papers  on  our 
side.”  Phyllis  Bowman,  the 
director  of  SPUC  exulted 
recently,  “and  you've  even 
got  the  Guardian,  running  an 
article  calling  for  IVF  to  be 
abolished.”  Capitalising  on 
this  apparent  support  for 
their  cause,  proeinhryo  activ- 
ists have  devised  a more  am- 
bitious wheeze,  the  Pro-Life 
Alliance,  which  plans  to 
50  parliamentary  candidates 
at  the  next  election.  Its  object 
is  partly  to  force  abortion  into 
party  politics,  by  obliging 
their  target  MPs  to  make 
statements  on  the  issue,  and 
also  to  earn  themselves  a 
party  political  broadcast,  in 
order  to  disgust  viewers  with 
scenes  of  late-termlnation 
carnage. 

Apart  from  making  viewers 
squirm,  it  is  hard,  at  first,  to 
see  what  advantage  the  Pro- 
Life  Alliance  wDl  reap  from 
the  scheme.  Its  own  spokes- 
persons concede  that  they 
will  probably  not  win  any 
seats;  and  as  for  sympathy, 
repeated  surveys  suggest  that 
the  majority  of  voters  support 
; women’s  right  to  abortion. 
Last  summer,  after  lavish  and 
emotive  coverage  of  the  de- 
frosted IVF  embryos,  the  bar- 
, gained  for  (but  aborted)  twin, 
and  the  grotesque  predica- 
ment of  Mandy  All  wood  and 
her  brood,  a Mail  on  Sunday 
poll  still  found  81  per  cent 
agreeing  that  it  was  impor- 
tant for  a woman  to  have  the 
right  to  choose  whether  to 
mntimia  with  her  pregnancy. 


| Plainly,  most  people,  though 
i they  may  consider  abortion  a 
grave  action,  do  sot  believe 
that' it  in  infanticide. 

The  hopes  of  the  Pro-Life 
Alliance  presumably  rest  on 
the  feet  that  thic  widespread 
tolerance  is  rarely  reflected 
in  public  life.  In  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  example,  the 
1967  (pro-choice)  Act  is  sup- 
ported by  a majority  of  only 
298  to  254.  Similarly,  many 
recent  media  reports  have  lin- 
gered on  the  flaming  rhetoric 
of  pro-lifers,  whether  they  are 
churchmen,  politicians  or 
full-time  activists;  while  the 
opposite,  more  commonplace 
point  of  view  is  represented 
only  by  the  familiar  rebuttals 
of  the  Birth  Control  Trust,  or  , 
a few  firm  phrases  from  Sir 
David  Steal.  The  result  is  that ! 
some  of  the  most  tasteless  and  I 
bizarre  statements  by  pro-life  ! 

Jack  Scarisbrick,  the  chair-  ■ 
man  of  Life,  was  respectfully 
reported  when  he  insisted 
that  Mandy  All  wood  must  be 
kept  “out  of  the  hands  of  the 
killers"  (her  doctors),  and 
allowed  to  carry  all  eight  foe- 
tuses as  a matter  of  prolife 
principle.  “People  will  see  the 
row  of  nMMrwn  alongside  her 
in  bed  and  will  say  'how 
lovely’,”  he  predicted.  “I  hope 
they  wiH  also  remember  the 

flOPlffHmH-glnwm  taTlr  from  the 

doctors.”  They  have  certainly 
forgotten  Mr  S carls  brick's 
breezy  assurances.  It  seems 
scarcely  to  have  dented  his 
credibility,  that  every  single 


baby  died  as  a result  of  this 
liffren  hancing  strategy. 

One  reason  for  this  Imbal- 
ance of  coverage  Is,  no  doubt, 
that  no  one  in  their  right 
mind  could  ever  be  “mill- 
tan  tly  pro-abortion”  — a 
phrase  much  favoured  by  the 
pro-life  movement  Abortion 
is  by  definition  a failure,  far 
an  a sadness,  and  for  «*me  a 
disaster.  So  very  few  of  the 
| four  out  of  10  women  who  are 
estimated  (by  the  Birth  Con- 
trol Trust)  to  have  endured  an 
abortion  are  likely  to  adver- 
tise the  feet,  or  to  throw  then- 
selves  tofa  public  campaign- 
ing, or  even  to  tell  their 
friends  and  family.  It’s  why 
few  women  write,  personally, 
to  object  when  they  are 
accused  of  being  murder- 
esses, or  of  being  like  Herod, 
or  like  Hitler’s  eogenldsts,  or 
like  guards  in  a concentration 
camp. 

in  the  absence  of  such  pro- 
test, MPs  who  are  prcxhoJce 
have  a still  greater  duty  to  de- 
fend the  Interests  of  the 


Most  people, 
though  they  may 
consider  abortion 
a grave  action,  do 
nbt  believe  that  it  is 
infanticide 


majority  of  voters  from  the 
agitation  of  dogmatic  extrem- 
ists. Instead,  there  is  virtual 
silence.  Last  Saturday.  Janet 
Anderson,  who  is  apparently 
Labour’s  "spokeswoman  on 
women's  issues”,  derimed  to 
comment  ou  the  rise  of 
abortion  politics-  Far  more 
has  been  heard  from  the  Inde- 
fatigably  anti-abortion  MP 
Elizabeth  Peacock,  who  will 
today  attempt  to  introduce  a 
private  member's  bin  to  pro- 
hibit “partial-birth  abortion” 
(a  technique  not  used  in  this 
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country).  Given  that  any  pro- 
choice  statement  is  likely  to 
lead  to  tirades  from  Roman 
Catholic  bishops,  or  the  can- 
onisation of  14-year-old 
schoolgirls,  you  can  under- 
stand the  reluctance  to  speak 
up  for  individual  freedom. 
But  if  no  one  does,  the  debate 
will  remain  hysterical,  polar- 
ised between  two  equally  un- 
representative camps.  How 
many,  outside  the  Catholic 
Church,  share  cardinal 'Win- 
ning's belief  that  the  termina- 
tion of  a foetus  of  a few  weeks 
Is  equivalent  to  the  annihila- 
tion of  a five-yeaxwdd  child  at 
Dunblane  Primary? 

It  is  equally  hard  to  believe 
that  many  women  would  now 
subscribe  to  this  assertion 
from  Jane  Roe  of  the  Abortion 
Law  Reform  Association:  “As 
far  as  we  are  concerned  it  is 
irrelevant  what  the  foetus 
looks  like  until  it  Is  capable  of 
existence  outride  a womb.” 
Contrary  to  pro-life  propa- 
ganda, advances  in  foetal 
medicine  and  ultrasound 
«r«ns  have  made  it  harder, 
not  easier,  for  women  to 
regard  foetuses  as  lumps  of 
fajtetwmimrfA  matter.  There 
are  those,  for  example,  who 
believe  abortion  should  be 
available  an  request  up  to  12 
weeks,  but  after  that  only  in 
exceptional  circumstances. 

Beliefs  about  abortion  are- 
as varied,  as  private  and  as 
individual  as  all  other  spiri- 
tual convictions.  Tony  Blair 
was  right  when  he  appealed 
for  abortion  not  to  become  a 
party  political  Issue.  Xu  a sec- 
ular state  there  is  no  reason 
for  conflict  between  his  own 
personal  opposition  to 
abortion  and  his  prochoice 
voting  record. 

It  is,  however,  partly  Blair's  j 
fault,  if  his  occasional  proffer- 
- ings  of  his  status  as  a believer 
have  now  encouraged  reli- 
gious fanatics  to  think  their , 
convictions  «hnmid  be  con- ' 
verted  into  law  for  everybody. ; 
Perhaps  it's  Blair  admit- 
ted  that  he’s  not  his  brother’s 1 
keeper  after  alL 


AN  Intriguing  possibil- 
ity surrounds  the 
vacant  editorship  of 
the  Times  Educational  Sup- 
plement. the  teacher’s 
bible.  Word  has  it  that,  al- 
though the  favourite 
remains  Peter  Wilby,  -who 
edited  the  Independent  on 
Sunday  with  such  distinc- 
tion. another  fancied  run- 
ner is  now  the  Observer  col- 
umnist Melanie  Phillips. 
Since  savaging  the  entire 
profession,  which  she  de- 
scribed as  being  “ina 
slough  of  low  expectations 
and  underachievement”,  in 
her  book  All  Must  Have 
Prizes.  Ms  Phillips  has  be- 
come the  country's  leading 
hate  figure  for  teachers,  and 
her  appointment  would  be 
the  loose  equivalent  of  pnt- 
tlng  the  Dewhnrst  family  in 
charge  of  Britain’s  vegans. 
TheTESis  oddly  coy  about 
the  matter,  the  current  dep- 
uty editor  reftisingto  con- 
firm the  existence  of  a short- 
list. It  does  exist,  though, 
and  Ms  Phillips  is  on  it 

A PRESS  release  ar- 
rives about  a recent 
dinner  at  Claridge’s 
to  launch  the  first  new  dgar 
to  came  out  of  Havana  for  a 
decade.  Even  though  Lord 
Wyatt  of  Weeford  was  of  the 
parts’,  it  would  be  indefensi- 
bly rash  to  name  the  cigar 
until  Its  importer.  Hunters 
&Frankau,  has  sent  a box  of 
25.  or  Indeed  50,  for  sam- 
pling. This  column's  repu- 
tation for  exhaustive 
research  was  not  won  with- 
out effort,  and  it  will  not 

lightly  be  Jeopardised  now. 

MY  new  friend  Sir  Tim 
Bell  has  vanished . 

Sir  Tim.  you  will  re- 
call. promised  on  Monday 
lunchtime  to  come  back 
swiftly  with  a response 
from  Sir  Andrew  Lloyd 
Webber,  after  the  Diary  in- 
formed him  that  our 
sources  confirm  the  story 
about  the  solitary  voiding 
of  the  bladder  during  the  in- 
terval of  Jesus  Christ 
Superstar's  recent  first 
night.  We  are  not  prepared, 
quite  yet,  to  do  red  alert. 
However,  in  the  light  of  pre- 
cedent with  Tory  PR  charac- 
ters <1  need  remind  no  one 
or  the  kidnapping,  and  sub- 
sequent replacing  by  robo- 
tic done,  of  Dr  Julian 

Lewis),  wc  are  mightily 
concerned. 

A YOUNG  Scotsman  ar- 
rested in  Rotherham 

has  added  racism  to 
his  offences.  Police  maga- 
zinc  reports,  after  shouting 
••you  English  bastard’  at 
t he  officer  who  charged  nun 
with  being  drunk  and  dis- 
orderly. The  fadings  of  the 
officer.  PC  Stefano  Giuseppi 
G Harden!,  are  not  recorded. 
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The  debate  over  Sir  Denis  Mahon’s  collection  spurs  Brian  Micklethwaitto 
demand  an  end  to  all  government  arts  subsidy  - in  order  to  improve  the  product 

Art  in  the  market-place 

AS  an  opponent  of  I tory.  They  bestow  resources  I state.  Traditions  — artistic  | ket  — in  this  case  the  art  | earned  state  "help”  — is  cur- 
all  subsidies  to  not  upon  those  good  at  iden-  and  of  other  sorts  — grow  market  — which  is  now  rently  renewing  itself  with 
the  arts,  I note  tifying  and  satisfying  the  ul- 1 and  thrive  in  the  free  soci-  doing  most  to  concentrate  money  gained  from  the  ex- 
with  some  glee  timate  users  of  and  custom- 1 ety,  fuelled  by  the  resources  minds  an  the  skills  of  art  ploitation  of  the  latest  visual 
that  Sir  Denis  I ers  for  the  benefits  in  and  the  enthusiasm  of  those  preservation  and  presenta-  technology? 


AS  an  opponent  of  | 
all  subsidies  to 
the  arts,  I note 
with  some  glee 
that  Sir  Denis 
Mahon  has  cooked  up  a 
scheme  to  pressure  future 
governments  to  be  as  keen 
on  arts  subsidies  as  he  is 
himself.  He  has  promised  to 
give  the  nation  paintings 
worth  £25  million,  provided 
that  future  governments  look 
after  them  properly,  without 
selling  any  and  without  fur- 
ther cutting  arts  funding. 
Whenever  someone  very  rich 
demands  something  from  the 
Government,  you  can  rely  on 
others  to  tell  him:  no. 

Sir  Denis  also  opposes  mu- 
seum entry  charges,  such  as 
the  British  Museum  is  think- 
ing of  introducing  soon.  The 
general  assumption  here  is 
that  the  arts,  culture,  and  so 
on,  should  be  run  as  a na- 
tionalised industry.  Yet  the 
case  for  these  things  being 
nationalised  is  as  threadbare 
as  the  case  for  running  shoe 
shops,  agriculture,  the  car 
industry  or  rugby  football  on 
the  same  basis. 

Nationalised  Industries 
are  inherently  unsatisfac- 


tory. They  bestow  resources 
not  upon  those  good  at  iden- 
tifying and  satisfying  the  ul- 
timate users  of  and  custom- 
ers for  the  benefits  in 
question,  but  rather  upon 
those  skilled  merely  at  lob- 
bying. In  the  case  of  the  arts, 

subsidies  divide  high  art 

from  commercial  art  in  a 
way  that  hurts  both.  High  art 
becomes  precious,  obscure 
and  excessively  self-referen- 
tial. Commercial  art  be- 
comes more  “commercial- 
ised". in  the  worst, ! 


state.  Traditions  — artistic 
and  of  other  sorts  — grow 
and  thrive  in  the  free  soci- 
ety, fuelled  by  the  resources 
and  the  enthusiasm  of  those 
partisans  who  are  enthusias- 
tic about  them.  It  is  only 
when  traditions  start  to  fade 
or  ossify  that  people  like  Sir 
Denis  Mahan  demand  that 
the  tradition  in  question  be 
preserved  with  state  subsi- 
dies. If  this  demand  succeeds 
then  the  rot  really  sets  in, 
because  the  pressure  to 
renew  is  switched  off.  For 


ket  — in  this  case  the  art 
market  — which  is  now 
doing  most  to  concentrate 
minds  on  the  glrfTTg  of  art 
preservation  and  presenta- 
tion, not  government  subsi- 
dies. What  this  market 
would  be  like  without  gov- 
ernment subsidies  we  can 
only  guess,  but  I say,  let's 
find  out.  It  would  surely  sur- 
vive and  probably  thrive,  not 
least  because  new  ways  to 
contemplate  art  might  be  dis- 
covered If  the  business  — | 
yes,  the  business  — of  look- 


When  will  there  be  screens  able  to  reproduce  all 
the  paintings  of  the  past  instead  of  just  one? 


Goardian-reader-type  sense: 
it  becomes  more  crass,  vul- 
gar and  stupid  than  would  be 
the  case  if  highbrow  types 
also  gave  it  their  attention, 
as  producers,  critics  and 
consumers. 

It  simply  is  not  the  case 
that,  just  because  something 
is  an  ornament  to  our 
nation's  culture  — “part  of 
our  national  heritage”  — it 
should  be  funded  by  the 


preservation  read  taxidermy 
followed  by  putrefaction. 

When  it  comes  to  preserv- 
ing the  treasures  of  the  past 
for  the  delight  of  future  gen- 
erations. nothing  is  certain, 

\ and  certainly  not  the 
promise  from  one  Parlia- 
1 ment  to  bind  all  its  succes- 
sors. What  if  future  genera- 
tions do  not  share  Sir  Denis’s 
taste  in  pictures?  What  can 
be  said  is  that  it  is  the  mar-  < 


So  farewell  then,  Nicholas  Scott 
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Matthew  Engel  hails  the  fall  of  the 
Tory  MP  as  a victory  for  democracy 

S® badbeea  S ereha? 
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minister  for  13  years.  He 
served  “Loyally”  in  North- 
ern Ireland  and  In  Social 
Security,  where  he  had  to 
push  through  legislation 
which  his  own  daughter 
faTunnriy  and  publicly  op- 
posed, and  in  which  he 
seemed  to  have  trouble  be- 
lieving. He  was  rewarded 
with  a Tory  MB’s  knight- 
hood, a badge  of  dishonour 
in  itself.  If  at  any  point  be 
ever  contemplated  resigna- 
tion on  a principle,  it  does 
not  seem  to  have  been 
reported.  It  Is  a career  that 
sums  up  everything  that  is 
■wrong  with  British,  politics. 

Of  late,  he  has  been  in 


lng  after  and  presenting 
paintings  became  less  na- 
tionalised, ossified  and  state- 
welfare  dependent 
Consider  another  great  or- 
nament of  our  nation’s  cul- 
ture: football.  Being  spared 
state  subsidies,  football  is 
not,  so  it  speak,  a political 
football.  Yet  it  more  than 
gets  by.  Can  it  be  an  accident 
that  isngifaH  football  — un- 
distracted by  the  lure  of  on- ; 


two  scrapes.  He  was  not 
deselected  the  first  time, 
when  he  ran  away  from  a 
car  crash  leaving  a child 
trapped  in  a pushchair  — 
“a  minor  Indiscretion,”  ac- 
cording to  one  of  his  sup- 
porters. It  was  contempt- 
ible behaviour,  worthy  of 
Edward  Kennedy.  The 
second  Incident  when  he 
was  harmlessly  drunk,  was 
less  serious  in  itself.  But 
Ms  explanation  was  quite 
Incredible.  He  Is  worthy  of 
our  human  sympathy.  But 
why  on  earth  should  he 
remain  an  MP? 

There  may  well  be  100 
MPs,  ba  every  party,  far 
worse  than  this  sad  and 
gutless  man.  The  Tories  of 
Kensington  and  Chelsea 
have  shown  the  way  to 
their  constituency  parties 


earned  state  “help”  — is  cur- 
rently renewing  itself  with 
money  gained  from  the  ex- 
ploitation of  the  latest  visual 
technology? 

The  arts,  meanwhile,  just 
sit  there  and  expect  us  either 
to  go  there  in  person,  or  to 
make  do  only  with  unwieldy 
or  miniature  printed  repro- 
ductions. When  will  there  be 
screens  able  to  reproduce  all 
the  paintings  of  the  past  in- 
stead of  just  one?  The  money 
from  that  would  more  than 
cover  the  cost  of  looking 
after  Sir  Denis  Mahon's  col- 
lection of  baroque  originals. 
But  ob  no,  that  would-be  too 
vulgar. 

If  it  looked  as  if  cultural 
institutions  could  be  profit- 
able, what  sort  of  ghastly 
people  would  end  Up  running 
them?  Better  to  keep  the 
whole  enterprise  mired  in 
subsidies,  and,  like  Sir  Denis 
Mahon,  go  to  one’s  grave 
whingeing- 

Brian  Mlcklsthwait  Is  the 
editorial  director  of  the 
Libertarian  Alliance.  He  Is  the 
author  of  numerous  pamphlets, 
including  one  titled  Against  Arts 
Subsidies 


too-  A thousand  people  | 
attended  their  meeting  ou  1 
Monday  evening.  They  de- 
bated the  issues.  They  may 
well  have  been  Influenced 
by  local,  petty  jealousies  ; 
and  rightwing  ideology  of 
which  we  disapprove.  But 
they  established  a principle 
that  ought  to  act  as  a bea- 
con everywhere. 

A safe  seat  in  Parliament 
should  not  be  a lifetime 
club  membership.  MPs 
ought  to  be  subject  to  pre- 
cisely this  sort  of  scrutiny 
and  reconsideration,  it  is 
what  democracy  Is  sup- 
posed to  be  about,  but  In 
Britain  hardly  ever  is.  Ken- 
sington and  Chelsea  Con- 
servative Party  is  an  im- 
probable starting  place  for 
an  urchins’  revolt.  But  it 
will  do. 


; . 
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David  McKie 


CECIL  PARKINSON’S 
late-80s  dream  of  fes- 
tooning the  i»nd  with 
£20  billion-worth  of  new  roads 
took  a further  post-Thatchar- 
ite  pounding  in  last  month’s 
Budget  — the  fourth  year  in  a 
row  that  this  programme  has 
been  cut.  “A  hit-and-run  Bud- 
get catastrophe,”  raged  the 
RAC.  Conservationists, 
though,  like  Friends  of  the 
Earth,  were  reported  to  be 
delighted. 

They  weren't  dancing  In  the 
streets  in  Collingbourne 
Duels,  however.  Not  that 
they’d  dance  in  the  street 
there  at  any  time.  If  they  did 
they'd  be  swiftly  mown  down 
by  some  monster  juggernaut 
speeding  dairy  produce  to  the 
Midlands.  They  could  hardly 
even  dance  on  the  pavements, 
so  close  does  the  traffic  pass. 
On  the  bend  in  the  road  by  the 
church  (which  has  recently 
had  to  find  £18,000  to  replace  a 
wall  wiped  out  by  a heavy 
lorry)  there's  no  pavement  at 
alL  The  church  lets  school- 
children take  a cut  through 
the  churchyard.  If  it  didn’t, 
there  would  be  funerals. 

For  30  years,  Collingbourne 
Due  is,  on  a stretch  of  road 
where  the  A338  and  the  A346 
briefly  combine,  has  wanted  a 
bypass.  For  the  past  six  years 
the  Collingbourne  Ducis  By* 
pass  Action  Group  has  agi- 
tated for  relief  Until  recently 
it  seemed  to  be  making  pro- 
gress. Wiltshire  County  Coun- 
cil hwri  organised  an  exem- 
plary local  consultation 
which  led  to  some  80  per  cent 
of  the  village  backing  a route 
to  the  west  Then  this  autumn 
came  the  news  that  the  coun- 
cil had  changed  its  mind.  The 
relief  of  CoQingboume  Ducis 
had  been  struck  from  the  pro- 
gramme. 

So  the  lorries  keep  coming. 
The  Tibbet  and  Britten 
Group;  Tesco;  Iceland;  Allied 
Distributors—  rumbling  and 
clanking  past  pretty  thatched 
cottages  reached  by  bridges 
across  a stream.  This,  ironi- 
cally, is  a conservation  area. 
To  ensure  that  the  place  is 
kept  as  it  was.  you  can  hardly 
lop  a tree  — you  certainly , 
can’t  change  your  front  door 
— without  breaking  the  rules. 
But  there's  no  such  restraint 
on  road  hauliers.  The  village 
reckons  that  at  peak  more 
than  11,000  vehicles  pass 
through  in  a 12-hour  period, 
some  11  per  cent  of  which  are 
heavy  lorries.  The  county 
council  quotes  more  modest 
figures,  but  that’s  because 
they  average  the  flow  across 
quiet  periods  too:  at  night, 
and  on  Sunday,  the  road  Is 
quieter.  Yet  even  that  is 
changing.  Many  more  lorries 


now  travel  in  the  early  morn- 
ing, partly  because  they  ser- 
vice shopping  precincts 
where  access  is  only  permit, 
ted  before  shopping  hours. 

Morlands  of  Abingdon 
Spfllers  Milling.  Thames  Val- 
ley Eggs.  Iceland,  again.  As 
national  supermarkets 
squeeze  out  local  traders,  as 
the  search  for  cheap  food 
eliminates  the  local  supplier, 
so  the  procession  through 
Collingbourne  Ducis  becomes 
more  and  more  swollen  by 
conveyers  of  food  and  drink. 

. . . Quarter-main's  Transport 
Robert  Lee  (London)  Ltd. 
Woolworth’s.  “right  up  your 
street  for  value”.  Except  of 
course,  that  Woolworth’s  are 
up  somebody  else's  street  not 
Collin  gbourne’s.  it  is  others 
in  bigger  settlements  who  get 
the  benefit  and  villages  Uk» 
this  which  pay  the  price  in 
disruption.  It  isn't  only  the 
noise  and  pollution:  it’s  the 
sense  of  being  in  enemy  occu- 
pation. The  merciless  lorries 
which  stop  you  crossing  the 
road  are  like  an  invading 
army.  And  it’s  going  to  get 
much,  much  worse.  Traffic 
nationally  is  expected  to 
double  in  30  years.  The  in- 
crease will  be  even  faster  in 
counties  like  Hampshire  and 
Wiltshire  (Collingbourne  is 
close  to  the  border)  which  are 
destined  to  take  the  highest 
share  of  the  4.4  million  new 
homes  we  are  told  we  will 
need  in  the  next  20  years.  If  it 
isn’t  given  bypasses,  this  traf- 
fic will  invent  its  own,  as  it’s 
already  doing  across  dogged- 
up  Wiltshire,  where  even  un- 
classified roads  now  find 
themselves  thronged  by  lor- 
ries escaping  from  overloaded 
As  and  Bs. 

Advanced  electronic 
gadgetry  is  promised  to 
enable  drivers  stuck  in 
jams  to  find  alternative 
routes  — PTuairing  that  minor 
roads  and  villages  not  yet  af- 
flicted will  very  soon  share 
the  fate  of  Collingbourne  Du- 
ds. And  now  we  learn  that 
the  Government  is  ready  to 
sanction  the  use  of  44-tonne 
lorries,  arguing  that  bigger 
lorries  ought  to  mean  fewer 
lorries.  Yet  in  practice  the  use 
of  bigger  lorries  is  just  as 
likely  to  mean  a further  shift 
of  business  from  rail  to  road. 

If  you  go  on  pouring  traffic 
an  to  a road  system  which 
cannot  hope  to  cope  with  it, 
sonmething  will  burst  It  may 
be  the  tolerance  of  the  vic- 
tims. To  passive  resistance 
designed  to  stop  motorways 
we  may  soon  have  to  add 
passive  resistance  to  stop  the 
ruination  of  rural  communi- 
ties by  alien  traffic. 

Acton  having  been  turned 
by  the  boundary  commission 
into  a safe  Labour  seat,  the 
transport  secretary.  Sir 
George  Young,  has  found  a 
new  billet  in  Andover.  Ando- 
ver is  a mere  dozen  miles 
from  Collingbourne:  about  a 
third  of  CdDingboume’s  tyr- 
annous traffic  iS  coming  from 
there  or  heading  there.  He’s  a 
decent,  open-minded  chap, 
and  a Friend  of  the  Earth. 
They  should  ask  him  over. 
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Kofi  Kobayashi 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  December  4 1996 

David  Herbert 


Playing  to  win  in  Japan 


A shelf  full 
of  quality 


The  great  myth 
about  Japan's  indus- 
trial miracle  is  that 
it  happened  through 
harmonious  consen- 
sus rather  then  individual 
effort.  Such  a picture  is  deeply 
misleading.  Turning  Japan's 
shattered  postwar  companies 
tnto  international  giants 
required  men  or  egotism,  tech- 
nological vision  and  ruthless- 
ness. Few  summed  up  these 
qualities,  and  achieved  such 
results,  as  Koji  Kobayashi, 
who  has  died  aged  89.  Wis 
monument  is  NEC,  the  world’s 
second  largest  maker  of  silicon 
chips,  and  a pioneer  In  infor- 
mation technology  from,  palm- 
tops to  supercomputers. 

Kobayashi  was  the  first  lead- 
ing industrialist  to  spot  the 
convergence  between  comput- 
ers and  telecommunications. 
Yet  his  name  is  almost  un- 
known in  IT  circles  outside 
Japan.  His  life  story  takes  in 
the  traumas  that  shaped  20th 
century  Japan.  He  presented 
himself  as  the  self-made  child 
of  rural  poverty,  growing  up 
In  a mountain  village  in  Ya- 
manashi  prefecture,  near 
Mount  Fuji.  In  his  autobiogra- 


phy Rising  to  the  Challenge  he 
recalls  walking  five  to 

school  in  dogs. 

His  family  was  not  espe- 
cially hard-up  — his  father 
was  a schoolmaster  — and 
when  he  distinguished  himself 
at  school  he  was  able  to  find  a 
wealthy  patron  to  support  his 
studies.  He  won  a scholarship 
to  study  electrical  engineering 
at  Tokyo  Imperial  University 
and  graduated  in  1929. 

He  went  straight  to  NEC. 
then  a subsidiary  of  America's 
Western  Electric,  manufactur- 
ing telephones.  Japanese  tech- 
nology companies  value  em- 
ployees by  the  number  of 
patents  they  win  and  the 
hours  they  work.  Kobayashi 
excelled  on  both  counts,  regis- 
tering more  than  100  patents 
in  four  years  and  submitting 
himself  to  a gruelling  sched- 
ule. He  recalled  working  three 
consecutive  nights  without 
sleep  to  beat  a deadline,  cool- 
ing the  resulting  fever  by  put- 
ting his  feet  in  a bucket  of  cold 
water. 

Like  many  of  his  generation, 
he  was  coy  about  his  wartime 
experiences.  However  he 
seems  to  have  been  a patriotic 


backer  of  the  Japanese  Co- 
Prosperity  Sphere,  developing 
a telegraph  for  the  Manchu- 
rian railway,  the  spearhead  of 
Imperial  Japan's  ambitions  in 
China.  Later  he  was  put  in 
charge  of  developing  underwa- 
ter weaponry  for  the  Japanese 
navy.  While  managing  a 
weapons  factory  he  forged  an 
alliance  with  local  gangsters, 
which  came  in  handy  when 
confronting  militant  workers 
after  Japan's  defeat  At  one 
stage  in  the  turbulent  post-war 


Kobayashi  recalled 
working  three 
nights  without 
sleep  to  beat  a 
deadline,  cooling 
the  resulting 
fever  by  putting 
his  feet  in  a bucket 
of  cold  water 

climate  be  built  a trapdoor  be- 
hind his  desk  to  escape  from 
attackers. 

Kobayashi  rose  quickly  in 
the  company  when  the  occupa- 
tion forces  purged  senior  man- 
agement in  an  attempt  to  dis- 
mantle the  Sumitomo  zaibatsu 
(industrial  group J.  of  which' 
NEC  was  a member.  He  be- 
came a director  in  1947.  aged 
only  40. 

NEC’s  postwar  recovery 
dates  from  the  Korean  war, 
when  it  supplied  American 


forces  with  radio  equipment. 
It  then  boldly  carved  out  new 
markets,  both  geographical 
and  technological.  In  1959, 
NEC  demonstrated  the  world's 
first  working  transistorised 
computer.  It  didn't  do  much, 
because  of  the  lack  of  software, 
but  it  showed  that  Japanese 
companies  could  compete  in 
the  new  industry.  In  1964,  the 
year  of  the  Tokyo  Olympics — 
a watershed  of  Japan's  reha- 
bilitation — Kobayashi  took 
over  as  chief  executive.  Be 
steered  NEC  Increasingly 
towards  computers  and  other 
high-value  products. 

He  bitterly  fought  the  minis- 
try of  international  trade  and 
industry's  plans  to  merge  Ja- 
pan’s competing  computer- 
makers.  (It  is  significant  that 

Britain's  “notional  cham- 
pion”, ICL,  is  now  owned  by 
Fujitsu  of  Japan  and  that 
France’s  Group  Bull  depends 
on  NEC  technology.)  The  ex- 
tent to  which  MTTI  helped  or 
hindered  Japan's  computer  In- 
dustry is  a matter  of  furious 
debate:  In  any  event  Kobaya- 
shi took  NEC  on  an  indepen- 
dent course,  developing  its 
own  operating  systems  rathe: 


than  "plug  compatible”  copies 
of  IBM. 

In  1977,  at  a conference  in 
Atlanta,  he  predicted  that  com- 
puters and  telecommunica- 
tions would  converge  into  a 
single  information  infrastruc- 
ture. At  the  time  not  many 
people  understood  the  concert, 
and  wrote  off  his  slogan  "Com- 
puters and  Communications” 
as  an  embarrassing  attempt  to 
coin  an  English-language 
catch-phrase.  Developments  in 
the  1960s  and  1990s.  not  least 
file  Internet,  proved  him  right 

In  theory,  Kobayashi  retired 
from  NEC  in  1988,  becoming 
honorary  chairman  But  when 
the  company  opened  its  49- 
storey  Tokyo  headquarters  in 
1990,  one  of  the  express  lifts 
was  fitted  with  a seat  fix-  the 
old  man’s  use.  At  the  age  of  89, 
be  still  turned  up  at  the  office 
twice  a week.  Nobody  would 
have  dared  suggest  otherwise. 
He  leaves  a widow,  Kazuko. 
and  three  daughters. 


Michael  Cross 


Kojl  Kobayashi,  Industrialist, 
born  1907;  died  November  30, 
1996 


Irving  Gordon 


Simply  unforgettable 


IRVING  Gordon,  who  has 
died  aged  81,  was  one  of 
the  foot  soldiers  in  the  vast 
army  of  composers  and 
lyricists  which  dominated  the 
golden  age  of  the  American 
popular  song.  He  was  that 
rare  bird  among  successful 
songwriters,  a man  who 
worked  neither  on  the  Broad- 
way stage  nor  in  Hollywood. 
However,  late  in  his  life  one 
of  his  songs,  recorded  by  Patti 
Page  in  1955,  provided  the 
title  for  the  Danny  Devito  film 
Throw  Mama  From  the  Train. 

He  just  about  managed  to 
cling  by  his  fingertips  to  emi- 
nence in  the  profession,  and 
this  was  due  to  a great  extent 
to  the  patronage  of  Duke  El- 
lington. who  sometimes  in- 
vited Gordon  to  put  words  to 
his  compositions.  Working 
with  the  Duke  was  probably 
the  most  difficult  commission 
there  was.  because  most  of 
the  Ellington  songs  were 
really  Instrumental  pieces 
whose  singable  potential  only 
emerged  after  they  had  been 
played  and  recorded  by  one  or 
another  of  the  great  soloists 
in  the  Ellington  orchestra. 

Gordon,  like  Jack  Law- 
rence. Paul  Francis  Webster 
and  Bob  Russell,  was  obliged 
to  wrestle  with  melodic  lines 
which  swooped  and  glided  in 
a most  untypical  way.  A song 
like  Prelude  to  a Kiss,  magnif- 
icent as  a saxophone  solo  for 
that  master  of  gllssandi. 
Johnny  Hodges,  must  have 


been  a terrifying  challenge 
for  the  lyricist,  especially  the 
middle  eight,  with  its  giant 
leaps  up  and  down. 

Gordon’s  introduction  to 
Ellington  came  in  1937,  after 
the  success  of  two  songs  he 
had  written  earlier  that  year. 
Each  of  these  songs  was  des- 
tined to  be  rendered  timeless 
by  the  greatest  singers  of  pop- 
ular song.  Soon  after  Gordon 
published  Me.  Myself  and  I, 
the  song  was  picked  up  and 
recorded  by  the  young  Billie 
Holiday;  with  the  assistance 
or  instrumentalists  like  La- 
ter Young  and  Buck  Clayton, 
she  transformed  it  into  a 
classic. 

The  other  success  was 
longer  in  coming.  In  1957  Ella 
Fitzgerald  made  an  album 
which  has  always  been  a 
standout,  even  in  Ella’s  daz- 
zling discography.  In  Like 
Someone  in  Love  she  sang  a 
batch  of  songs  which  had  one 
thing  in  common;  they  were 
all  ancient.  The  best  of  the 
tracks  were  those  in  which 
the  saxophonist  Stan  Gate  ap- 
peared as  a guest  Among 
these  were  Gordon’s  What 
Will  I Tell  My  Heart,  one  of 
the  most  moving  and  accessi- 
ble popular  songs  Ella  ever 
recorded.  Gordon's  biggest 
commercial  success,  how- 
ever, was  Unforgettable,  made 
famous  by  Nat  Cole.  A genera- 
tion later  Gordon  was 
awarded  a Grammy  for  Song 
of  the  Year,  when  Cole’s 


daughter  Natalie  re-recorded 
the  song  as  a duet  with  her 
posthumous  pater. 

There  is  one  intriguing 
footnote  to  Gordon's  career 
which  has  nnthing  to  do  with 
songwriting  and  may  explain 
why  so  able  a lyricist  wrote 
comparitively  little.  In  1941 
the  comedy  duo  of  Abbott  and 
Costello  made  a fllm  nailed 
Buck  Privates  (in  Britain  it 
was  called-  Rookies.  My  gen- 
eration of  teenagers  laughed 
till  we  were  crying  at  a rou- 
tine called  “Who’s  on  first?", 
a baseball  joke  which  the 
partners  had  perfected  during 
their  years  in  vaudeville.  Gor- 
don wrote  this  minor  classic, 
and  today  the  routine  is  en- 
shrined on  a plaque  in  base- 
ball’s Hall  of  Fame. 

Resilient  to  the  end,  Gordon 
told  the  Los  Angeles  Times 
that  by  i960  the  vogue  for 
rhymed  words  and  hummable 
melodies  had  passed,  "So  I be- 
came a tennis  pro.  I have 
many  lives”. 

He  is  survived  by  two  sons 
and  a grandson.  He  was  al- 
ways renowned  for  his  knack 
of  dreaming  up  attractive 
titles,  and  at  his  death  left  be- 
hind a musical  called  Dr 
Freud  Will  See  You  Now.  So 
far  it  remains  unperformed. 


Benny  Green 


Irving  Gordon,  songwriter,  bom 
February  14  1915;  died  Decem- 
ber 1.  1996 


DAVID  Herbert,  who 
has  died  aged  69.  was 

a remarkable  pub- 
lisher. lif  the  old- 
fashioned,  but  wholly  admira- 
ble sense,  ms  emphasis  on 
quality  of  production  and  a 
highly  individual  choice  a f 
books  no  doubt  reduced  ac- 
countants to  exasperation  but 
the  results  were  often 
successfUL 

A career  which  embraced 

Manrice  de  Sausmarez’s 
Basic  Design:  the  Dynamics  of 
Visual  Forme,  a massive  and 
scholarly  book  on  the  operas 
of  Benjamin  Britten;  a num- 
ber of  distinguished  volumes 
in  the  area  of  botany;  Sir 
Hugh  Casson’s  book  on  the  di- 
sastrous fire  at  Hampton 
Court;  a collection  of  Jane 
Bown’s  photographs:  and  Bill 
Rise  hero’s  Story  Of  Western 
Architecture  cannot  be  said  to 
be  dun  or  even  safe.  But  many 
of  these  books  not  only  con- 
tributed to  the  pursuit  of  cul- 
ture, they  actually  sold,  often 
in  very  large  quantities. 

David  Hubert,  except  for  a 
brief  period  teaching  lan- 
guages, was  a publisher  from 
the  moment  he  went  to  Pen- 
guin in  1949.  Allen  Lane,  the 
company's  founder,  was  very 
much  in  control,  and  made 
considerable  demands  an  his 
sta£  Herbert  was  officially 
assistant  to  Eunice  Frost  the 
chief  editor,  but  his  brief  was 
wide,  involving  virtually 
every  aspect  of  the  publishing 
process. 

After  a schoolmastering 
stint  at  Eton  and  at  Christ’s 

Hospital  In  1950s,  be  went 
briefly  to  Aldus  Books  and 
then  to  Studio  Vista,  under 
the  aegis  of  the  Rev  Timothy 

Rpanmnnt,  that  nnosnal  mix- 
ture of  clergyman  and 
entrepreneur. 

Until  Studio  Vista  was  sold 
to  an  American  company  in 
1968,  Herbert  was  able  to 
transform  It  into  one  of  the 
most  significant  -art  books 
publishers,  whose  books  were 
admirably  produced  and 
reasonably  priced. 

In  1972  be  left  Studio  Vista 
and  began  to  plan  the  setting 
up  of  the  Herbert  Press, 
which  produced  its  first  two 
books  three  years  later.  At 
the  same  time  he  worked  at 
the  packagers  George  Rain- 
bird,  first  as  editorial  director 
and  subsequently  as  manag- 
ing director.. 

Ralnblrd  bad  become  fam- 
ous and  rich  as  the  creators  of 
books  such  as  Nancy  Mit- 
ford’s  The  Sun  King,  which, 
when  sold  on  to  traditional 
publishers,  proceeded  to  top 
the  bestseller  lists  with  satis- 
fying regularity.  Herbert  con- 
tinued the  process,  working 
with  writers  like  Lawrence 
Durrefi  on  his  book  on  the 
Greek  islands. 

But  he  found  the  pressures 
applied  by  Rainbird’s  owners, 
the  Thomson  Organisation, 
too  oppressive,  and  decided  to 
work  part-time  for  Paul  Elek 
and  then  Benn  Brothers. 
However,  it  was  the  Herbert 


press  which  increasingly  mo- 
nopolised his  attention,  and 

that  of  his  wife  Brenda,  who 
he  had  met  at  Penguin,  and 
who  helped  him  develop  his 

own  list  of  books.  

The  creation  of  the  Herbert 
Press  was  the  high  point  of 
his  career.  Against  the  odds 
of  the  recession  it  continued 
to  publish  a distinguished 
series  of  titles,  demonstrating 
an  eclectic  choice  of  subject 
and  Invariably  high  stan- 
dards of  production. 

A Herbert  Press  book  was 
Instantly  identifiable  for  the 
quality  of  paper  and  printing, 
the  reliability  of  the  text,  and 
the  admirably  chosen  illus- 
trations. Herbert  was  expert 
at  persuading  incredulous 
American  publishers  to  join 
the  runs  of  these  books,  but 
often  Incredulity  faded  into 


Herbert . . . real  flair 

pleasure  as  the  books  sold. 
Usually  the  books  were  de- 
signed for  a specialist  audi- 
ence, but  Herbert  seemed  able 
to  judge  precisely  how  large 
that  audience  might  be.  It  was 
a winning  combination. 

' David  Herbert  with  his 
aristocratic  connections  with 
the  earls  of  Pembroke  and  a . 
cousinage  which  seemed  to 
stretch  through  the  most  fam- 
ous English  family  trees,  his 
distaste  for  corporate  publish- 
ing and  his  relish  for  gossip, 
was  a somewhat  eccentric 
figure. 

His  partial  deafness  added 
to  the  feeling  that  he  might 
have  been  happier  choosing 
his  books  in  the  calmer 
period  of  publishing  between 
ffie  wars,  a silver  ear  trumpet 
at  the  ready.  But  this  impres- 
sion belied  .a  keen  commer- 
cial sense  and  a fierce  com- 
bativeness on  behalf  of  his 
authors  and  their  books. 

There  was  no  one  in  the 
least  like  him  in  publishing, 
and  the  many  outstanding 
titles  which  benefited  from 
bis  imagination  and  both  edi- 
torial and  production  flair 
will  stand  as  his  monument 
That  is  what  he  himself 
would  have  wished. 


Christopher  Sindafr- 
Stevenson 


David  Herbert  publisher,  bom 
January  2,  1927;  died  November 
18. 1996 


Letter 


Alan  Knowles  writes : In  his 
obituary  on  Reginald  Bevins 
(November  19)  John  Biffen 
tells  the  story  of  how  Bevins 
told  the  press,  when  asked 
what  he  as  Postmaster- 
General  thought  about  the 
BBC's  new  satire  programme 
That  Was  The  Week  That 
Was.  that  he  was  "going  to  do 
something  about  it.*’  Harold 
Macmillan  wisely  sent  him  a 
note  saying:  "Oh  no  you're 
not” 

Bevins  took  his  duties  as 
PMG  seriously,  and  he  was  a 
not  Infrequent  caller  to  the 
BBC  whenever  a programme 
displeased  him.  As  a journal- 
ist working  in  the  corpora- 
tion's Manchester  newsroom 
in  the  early  1960s,  I remember 
taking  a call  about  a pro- 
gramme which  had  annoyed 
him.  and  I undertook  to  pass 
his  complaint  to  higher 
authority. 

A week  or  two  later  I was 


Ernie  Leslie 

Practical  and  pragmatic  unionist 


Birthdays 


leaving  a studio  after  my 
northern  news  bulletin  had 
been  broadcast  when  I was 
greeted  by  the  engineer  in  the 
control  room,  a gruff  north- 
ern character,  with  the  news 
that  he’d  Just  seen  off  a 
"nutter.” 

He  told  me  some  bloke  had 
rung  up  complaining  about  a 
programme,  and  when  asked 
who  he  was  the  caller  replied: 
"Look  Tm  the  Postmaster 
General  and  I'm  responsible 
for  all  broadcasting  in  this 
country." 

"So  I told  him,  yes  and  I’m 
the  Queen  or  Sheba  — now 
clear  off  and  stop  wasting  my 
time.”  The  engineer's  colour 
changed  when  I told  him  that 
the  caller  probably  was  the 
PMG,  and  calls  from  him 
were  not  so  unusual  when- 
ever he  returned  to  his  North- 
west constituency. 

A second  rather  angry  call 
confirmed  my  guess. 


ERNIE  Leslie,  who  has 
died  aged  76,  was  a 
prominent  figure  in  the 
Scottish  trades  union  move- 
ment for  almost  four  decades. 
He  was  crucially  involved  in 
defending  the  British  Leyland 
truck  and  tractor  plant  at 
Bathgate,  employing  6,000 
workers,  until  it  was  swept 
away  in  the  industrial  car- 
nage of  the  early  eighties. 

Throughout  his  long  career 
as  a foil-time  official,  Leslie 
was  associated  with  the  right- 
wing  leadership  of  the  Amal- 
gamated Engineering  Union. 
At  the  age  of  28  he  was  en- 
couraged to  run  for  the  job  of 
Edinburgh  district  secretary 
of  the  union  by  John  Boyd, 
the  tuba  playing  Salvationist 
who  later  became  its  general 


secretary.  That  was  the  start 
of  a 37-year  career  as  a full 
time  offtcial- 

While  remaining  loyal  to 
the  leadership  of  men  like 
Boyd  and  Bill  Carron  in 
union  affairs.  Leslie  was  inde- 
pendent-minded on  political 
issues.  He  was  a long-term 
supporter  of  unilateral  nu- 
clear disarmament  and  dur- 
ing the  referendum  campaign 
of  the  late  1970s  an  influential 
opponent  within  the  Scottish 
union  movement  of 
devolution. 

Above  all.  however,  he  was 
a practical  and  pragmatic 
trade  union  official,  more  in- 
terested in  the  conditions  of 
his  members  and  the  promo- 
tion of  educational  and  train- 
ing programmes  than  in  the 


high  politics  of  a particularly 
turbulent  union  in  which 
every  official  had  to  face  the 
membership  for  election  on  a 
regular  basis. 

Sir  Gavin  Laird,  the 
union’s  former  general  secre- 
tary, recalled:  "Ernie  Leslie 
was  a man  dedicated  to  the 
people  he  represented.  Gener- 
ally. he  saw  the  best  guaran- 
tee of  their  interests  to  be  the 
profitability  and  success  of 
the  companies  they  worked 
for.  He  was  a brave  man  who 
always  did  what  he  thought 
was  light  That  was  why  he 
won  literally  dozens  of  elec- 
tions within  the  union.” 

Part  of  Leslie's  success  in 
defusing  many  difficult  indus- 
trial situations  was  a pleasant 
manner  and  a fine  sense  of 


humour.  He  made  a habit  of 
recording  the  jokes  and  hu- 
mour of  the  workplace  in  a 
little  book,  for  subsequent  ap- 
plication when  the  opportu- 
nity arose.  Less  happily,  how- 
ever, he  spent  the  latter  years 
of  his  career  negotiating  the 
closure  of  industries  which 
epitomised  the  Scottish  engi- 
neering skills  of  which  he 
was  so  proud. 

Ernie  T^-giie.  a native  of 
Leith,  was  awarded  the  MBE 
In  1979.  He  is  survived  by  his 
second  wife,  four  daughters 
and  two  step-children. 


Brian  Wilson 


George  Ernest  Leslie,  trade 
union  official,  born  June  15, 
1920;  died  November  27, 1996 


Farhad  Afshar.  neurosur- 
geon. 55;  Barbara  AmieL  col- 
umnist, 56;  The  Marchioness 
of  Anglesey,  former  chair- 
man, Broadcasting  Com- 
plaints Commission,  72;  Raul 
Boesel,  racing  driver,  39; 
Joan  Brady,  novelist.  57; 
Jeff  Bridges,  actor,  47;  An- 
gela Browning,  MP,  junior 
agriculture  minister,  50; 
Horst  Bnchholz,  actor,  64; 
Ann  Christopher,  sculptor, 
49;  Ronnie  Corbett,  come- 
dian, 66;  Hywel  Davies, 
jockey,  40;  Deanna  Durbin, 
former  actress  and  singer,  75; 
Jim  Hall,  jazz  guitarist,  com- 
poser, 66;  Nigel  Heslop, 
rugby  league  player,  33;  Alike 
Huber,  tennis  player.  22; 
Gemma  Jones,  actress,  54; 
Pamela  Matthews,  former 
principal.  Westfield  College. 
82;  Richard  Meade,  three- 
day  event  rider,  58;  Yvonne 
Minton,  mezzo-soprano.  58; 
Prof  Lord  Morris  of  Castle 


Morris,  chairman.  Prince  of 
Wales’s  Institute  of  Archi- 
tects, 66;  A L Rowse,  histo- 
rian, 93;  Pamela  Stephen- 
son. actress,  46;  The  Rev 
Prof  Cecil  Weir,  Hebrew  and 
Semitic  scholar.  99. 


Death  Notices 


JESSEL.  DAME,  PENELOPE,  Peacefully  el 
homo  In  Casidn^tan  on  Decamer  Z.  Widow 
of  Bobby,  much  loved  mother  ot  Stephan 
and  David  and  Grandmother  of  Ben.  Robert 
and  Miranda  Funeral.  SI  Laurence's 
church  Aepiekm.  Saturday  December  T at 
230pm 


STFMCHAN  Terry,  aged  63,  died  oi  home 
on  SSth  November  1998  - much  lowed  hue- 
band  of  Lynda,  son  oi  Doha,  brother  of 
Tony  an a teflW  of  CaioM  and  the  Me 
An*ow.  Funeral  ywosrday  3rt  December 
at  SL  Johns  Church,  com  Coed.  Merthyr 
Tydfil  Ed  130pm.  Donations  In  Tbny'a  mam- 
my Ibr  Adion  ML 

■To  ptaca  your  mnauneemanl  telephone 
0171  713  4f8T.  Fa*  0171  713  4129. 


Jackdaw 


Smart,  no  heart 

FORGET  good  and  evil;  the 
really  important  thing  is 
style.  People  and  things  sim- 

. i_.  flAn't  Ti-iira  that 


ertain  something  that 
3 them  chic.  CrueQa  de 
is  it  in  spades.  She 
i the  ordinary,  culti- 
the  bizarre  and, 
ly.  doesn’t  give  a damn. 
Wilde  got  It  right  when 
lined  that  wickedness 
myth  invented  by  good 
i to  account  for  the  curi- 
tractiveness  of  others, 
fterall,  how  would  you 

i spend  eternity — din- 

ith  Oscar  Wilde,  Lucre- 
rgia  and  the  Marquis  de 


Sade,  or  having  a nice  sing- 
song with  Cliff  Richard 
backed  by  St  Francis? 

. . . From  the  first  moment 
when  Cruella  appears  in  that 
sleekest  of  cars,  which  I imag- 
ine as  a sort  of  cross  between 
Lady  Docker's  famous  SOs 
Daimler  and  the  Batmobile, 
you  know  that  she's  quite 
something  and  you  long  to 
know  more.  Here  is  a heroine 
who  clearly  knows  a thing  or 
two  about  lifestyle. . . Then, 
other  tantalising  details 
emerge.  Her  Regent's  Park 
house,  for  example,  has  a 

brilliant  green  marble  en- 
trance hall,  but  all  her  interi- 
ors. we  learn,  are  deep,  sensu- 
ous red  . . . her  memorably 
decorated  houses  are  con- 
trasted with  Mr  and  Mrs 
©early's  dreary  good  taste, 
and  are  held  up  to  scorn. 

As  the  exciting  plot  of  101 
Dalmatians  unfolds,  it  be- 
comes clear  that  in  this  mod- 
ern fable,  good  British  cosy 
taste  is  going  to  triumph  over 
dangerous,  and  probably  for- 
eign. ideas.  In  dear  old  Eng- 
land the  doggy  will  always 
beat  the  dodgy. 

Stephen  Calloway — whose 
own  domestic  decor  tends  to  the 


unEnglish  and  marbled,  of 
course — hymns  the  'femme 
fatale 's femme fatale" in  the 
new  movie  in  EUe  Decor. 

Loose  cannons 

THE  younger  Hastingses 
have  little  experience  of 
rough  shooting.  I made  the 
mistake  of  introducing  them 
to  driven  game  much  too 
soon ...  My  l^year-old 
daughter  decided  a while  ago 
that  she  does  not  care  for 
Scottish  holidays.  My  elder 
son,  23,  picks  up  the  occa- 
sional rod  or  gun.  but  is  hap- 
piest in  an  art  gallery  or  a 
television  studio.  Only  my 
younger  son,  now  13,  cher- 
ishes an  unqualified  blood- 
lust  On  the  river,  even  when 
it  is  my  fly  that  has  hooked 
the  fish.  I hear  the  cry  go  up 
as  1 lift  the  net:  “Please  can  I 

kantr... 

Over  a period,  exposure  to 
criticism  and  the  hostility  of 
television  commentators 
must  have  a cumulative  effect 
upon  impressionable  teen- 
agers, Some  become  liable  to 
question  whether  the  man- 
ner in  which  daddy  spends 
his  leisure  hours  is  civilised. 


decent  or  humane.  I admire 
the  weak  done  by  the  Coun- 
tryside Foundation  to  get 
sensible  information  about 
country  life  and  field  sports  ' 
into  schools,  but  it  Isa 
struggle.  Most  school- 
teachers are  Instinctively  un- 
sympathetic to  the  cause . . . 

My  daughter  stopped  hunt- 
ing for  several  years,  but 
went  out  for  the  odd  day  last 
season  and  was  surprised  by 
how  much  she  enjoyed  her- 
self. I suspect  she  may  redis- 
cover the  bliss  of  Scotland  if 
she  finds  herself  with  a keen 
sporting  boyfriend.  It  is  more 
persuasive  to  point  out  the 

social  perks  of  field  sports 
than  to  wax  sanctimonious 
about  the  need  to  control 
pheasants . . . Next  month: 
Max  Hastings  on  shooting 
with  officers  and  gentleman. 
You  couldn't  make  it  up.  could 
you?  Hastings,  a newspaper 
editor  by  trade.  In  The  Field. 

Workstations 

THE  ad  world,  of  course,  has 
always  been  a place  where 
wacky  ideas  are  tested  so  no 
one  paid  much  attention 
when  founder  Jay  Ghiat  an- 


nounced that  his  agency 
would  go  "virtual”.  When  he 
unveiled  two  new  office 
spaces  in  1994 ...  it  immedi- 
ately became  clear  how  far  he 
had  taken  the  idea.  The  pri- 

vate offloes  and  the  furniture 
that  was  in  them  were  gone, 

replaced  by  rolling  computer 
work-stations  called  hives 
and  open  spaces . . . The  few 

enclosed  spaces  that  were  set 

aside  for  work  on  client  ac- 

counts had  padded  doors, 
which  reminded  some  em- 

ployees of  a cell  in  a mental 
institution. 

Clearly  Jay  Chiat  did  not 
mean  to  drive  everyone 

crazy.  The  management 
method  behind  the  madness 

was  to  create  an  environment 

with  no  obstacles  to  creativ- 
ity . . . One  problem  was  the 
space  itself  — no  privacy. 
Whenever  anybody  walked 

by  they  looked  at  you,  you 

looked  at  them  and  your  con- 

centration was  gone.  Says 
one  former  employee:  “Cre- 
ative people  need  quiet  places 
to  think,  and  that  was  some- 
thing they  never  planned 
for.’’ 

For  those  who  couldn’t  find 
file  private  space  they  needed 


to  work  productively,  staying 
away  had  become  a necessity. 
"If  I had  to  get  something 
done  I worked  at  home.  But 
one  of  the  benefits  of  the  vir- 
tual set-up  was  supposed  to  be 
interacting  with  our  col- 
leagues,” says  the  ex-em- 
ployee. "However,  if  you 
weren't  busy  the  boss  didn't 
want  you  in  the  office  be- 
cause you  were  taking  up  pre- 
cious space.  So  you  went  to 
the  movies.  It  happened  more 


times  than  I can  tell  you.” 

So ...  they  did  things  a lit- 
tle differently.  TBWA  added  a 
large  room  foil  of  tables  and 
desk-top  computers  where 
employees  could  spread  out 
their  materials.  They  also 
added  more  project  rooms 
and  some  smaller,  more  pri- 
vate spaces  where  writers 
and  art  directors  could  con- 
centrate better.  A sign  out- 
side all  the  new  project  rooms 
says  it  all:  "Process  deter- 
mines product  If  the  process 
socks,  the  work  wifi  suck.'* 
Ronald  Ueber  on  office  design 
in  Fortune  magazine. 

Mother  love 

“ONa  visit  to  the  south  of 
Spain  Susan  Barrantes 
speaks  for  the  first  time 
about  the  Duchess  of  York’s 
divorce  and  her  book.  My 
Story.” 

"From  the  Argentinian 
pampas  to  the  Andalusian 
countryside:  Susan  with  the 
prize-winning  InSdito,  and*  in 
a typically  Sevillian  scene, 
picking  oranges  at  one  of  the 
local  estates.  She  herself  lives 
and  works  on  the  estate  she 
shared  with  her  late  husband 


Hector  in  Argentina." 

“Susan  makes  friends  with 
a Spanish  thoroughbred  and 
his  companions,  two  don- 
keys. With  mechanisation 
taking  otter  this  arid  country- 
side, there  is  less  and  less  de- 
mand for  the  sturdy  donkeys 
nowadays." 

"Sarah's  mother  outside 
fee  monastery’s  church  nwH 
with  her  host  Alonso  Moreno 
delaCova.  Susan  has  beena 
widow  for  six  years,  but  says 
that  having-spent  24  hours  a 
day  wife  her  husband  for  fee 
16  years  they  were  married 
she  has  been  left  with  indeli- 
ble memories  of  him;  she  be- 
lieves that  it’s  not  just  love 
that  counts  in  a marriage  but 
also  the  shared  day-today  ex- 
perience of  being  together.” 
And  it's  not  just  the  interviews 
oz  Hello!  which  upkeep  its 
tone,  but  the  narrative  head- 
lines and  captions.  These  on 
Fergie’smum. 


You  can  E-mail  us,  we're 

fockdaw@guardian.couk.’ 

fox  01 71-713  4366;  jackdaui 
The  Guardian,  1 19  Far  ring- 
don  Road,  London  EC1R  3ER. 
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Secret  plan  to  split  BAT  fails 


Hof  ebook 


Howto  deflate 


Paul  Murphy 

A SECRET  plan  to 
split  BAT  Indus- 
tries, the  tobacco 

and  financial  ser- 
vices combine,  in 
two  has  collapsed,  the  Guard- 
ian learned  last  night. 

The  abortive  plan  would 
have  involved  the  merger  of 
BAT'S  financial  business, 
which  includes  Allied  Dunbar 
and  Eagle  Star  in  the  UK, 
with  one  of  Britain’s  other 
leading  Insurance  groups. 

City  merchant  hank  Lazard 
Brothers  and  stockbrokers 
Cazenove  are  known  to  have 
been  working  for  months  on  a 


dramatic  deal  that  would 
have  transformed  Britain’s 
Insurance  sector. 

At  the  same  time,  with  the 
demerger  of  the  group’s  I 
tobacco  business,  which  con- 
trols almost  20  per  cent  of  the 
American  market,  BAT 
would  have  been  able  to 
address  concerns  voiced  by 
several  of  its  major  share- 
holders that  the  group  was  at 
risk  from  the  threat  of  US 

MwnVing-rrtahwi  litigation 

While  the  company  declined 
I to  comment  yesterday,  it  was 
planning  to  make  an  an- 
nouncement at  the  beginning 
of  December  and  had  prepared 
| flip.  documentation  for  share- 
holders and  the  authorities. 


Stock  market  sources  indi- 
cated that  the  deal — which  Is 
believed  to  have  encompassed 
a bid  for  a oomposite  insurer 
such  as  Commercial  Union  — 
cookl  well  be  resurrected  in 
the  future. 

BAT  has  dearly  been  pre- 
paring to  hive  OS'  the  Dunbar 
and  Eagle  Star  businesses, 
together  with  it6  Thread- 
needle  Asset  Management 
fond  management  group, 
since  before  the  summer, 
when  it  announced  a reorga- 
nisation of  the  division.  This 
involved  grouping  the  three 
units  under  a new  umbrella 
company,  British  and  Ameri- 
can Financial  Services. 

A merger  of  this  new  group 


and  Commercial  Union  might 
have  created  a financial  pow- 
erhouse valued  at  £15  billion 
or  more. 

The  plan,  however,  is 
thought  to  have  run  into  trou- 
ble early  last  week,  though 
the  reason  remains  unclear. 
Last  night,  stockbrokers 
pointed  to  a burst  of  specula- 
tive activity  in  shares  in  Com- 
mercial Union  a week  ago,  on 
Budget  day. 

At  the  time  of  the  financial 
services  reorganisation.  In 
i July.  BATs  option  of  acquir- 
ing a bank  was  rated  out 
Sandy  Leitch,  bead  of  the  fi- 
nancial wing,  at  the  time: 
I “We  have  looked  at  acquiring 
' a bank  a number  of  timas  be- 


fore. But,  at  the  present  time, 
the  prices  are  very  high  and 
we  do  not  like  the  look  of  die 
inherited  bricks  ^ mortar 
we  might  boy.” 

A little  over  a month  later, 
in  August,  the  scale  of  the  po- 
tential tobacco-related  chal- 
lenge faced  by  the  group  in 
the  US  became  apparent,  after 
a Florida  court  awarded 
£480,000.  to  a former  smoker 
who  rim'tnwi  he  had  been  mis- 
led into  thinking  cigarette 
smoking  was  safe.  Shares  in 
BAT  fell  by  almost  20  per  cent 
in  10  days  and  have  only 
recently  begun  to  recover. 

The  City  has  been  awash 
with  speculation  for  weeks 
that  a predator  was  stalking 


Imperial  Tobacco,  the  ciga- 
rette firm  which  has  just  been 
demerged  from  the  Hanson 

It^hqMhI  fnnglnmorato. 

Analysts  saw  a fit  between 
BAT’s  mainly  US  tobacco 
business  — with  brands  such 
as  Pall  Mall  and  Lucky  Strike 
— - wifi).  Imperial’s  portfolio  of 
Embassy,  Superkings  and 
John  Player  Special. 

‘‘Shareholders  would  love 
to  see  a demerger  of  BAT.” 
one  analyst  said.  “We  have 
seen  Its  famous  US  competi- 
tor, RJR  Nabisco,  have  its 
own  planned  demerger 
blocked  by  potential  smoking 
litigants.  We  can  only  specu- 
late on  what  has  blocked 
this.'* 


Edited  by 
Mark  Milner. 


THE  US  government  win 
today  be  offered  a statis- 
tical helping  hand 
towards  its  goal  of-abolisMng 
the  budget  deficit  by  the  year 
2002,  with  the  release  of  a 
Congressional  report  arguing 
that  the  consumer  price  index 
(CP0  overstates  Inflation  by 
op  to  one  percentage  point 
The  argument  rests  on  two 
pillars.  First,  the'  CPI  foils  to 
pick  up  changes  in  behaviour 
resulting  from  price  changes. 
If  chicken  gets  dearer,  shop- 
pers switch  to  park — but  the 
index  keeps  measuring 
chicken.  Ibis  “substitution” 
effect  means  that  the  real  cost 
of  living  rises  more  slowly 
than  tiie  CPI  suggests. 

Secondly,  the  CPI  fans  to 
pick  up  new  patterns  of  con- 
sumption, with  new  products 
added  to  the  index  only  once  a 
decade. 

The  findings  of  the  commis- 
sion, headed  by  economist 
Michael  Boskm.  are  of  more 
than  araitemlr  interest.  IT 
Congress  agrees  with  the  the 
report,  legislators  could  de- 
cide to  reduce  the  amount  by 
which  CPI  linked  welfare 
benefits  are  uprated  each 
year.  Lopping  off  a percentage 
point  oould  save  .$261  billion 
(£160  billion)  over  the  next  six 
years. 

For  those  countries  strug- 
gling to  meet  single  European 
currency  qualification,  the  in- 
flation argument  might  look 
attractive.  But  even  in  the  US 
file  debate  about  the  extent  of 
the  bias  is  likely  to  rage  for 
some  time:  the  officials  who 
produce  the  CPI  acknowledge 
an  overshoot  but  insist  it  is 
no  more  than  0.1  percentage 
points.  And  with  growing  dis- 
content over  the  tough  new 
welfare  law,  politicians  may 
be  reluctant  to  rub  salt  in  the 
wound. 

In  Britain's  case,  the  retail 
price  index  (RP1)  basket  is 
updated  every  year  so  the  im- 
pact of  “new  product  bias”  is 
much  less.  Treasury  officials 
doubt  whether  consumption 
patterns  change  as  quickly  as 
Boskm  estimates. 

Most  important,  pensioners 
who  see  their  payments  cut 
because  of  a statistical  steigbt 
of  hand  are  likely  to  he  unim- 
pressed. Labour’s  indination 
to  stick  with  uprattng  by  in- 
flation, rather  than  restoring 
the  pre-Thatcher  link  to  earn- 
ings, hag  already  angered 
Barbara  Castla 
Even  if  file  economic  num- 
bers add  up  — and  here  the 
immortal  phrase  lies,  damned 
lies  and  statistics  springs 
readily  to  mind  — the  politi- 
cal ones  certainly  will  not 


LucasVarHy 
cuts  to  cost 
3.000 jobs 


Chris  Barrie 

Business  Correspondent 


Engineering  giant 
LucasVarity  is  to  axe 
3,000  jobs  and  sell  13 
businesses  employing 
another  5^00  people  as  part  of 
a huge  cost-cutting  exercise. 

With  half  the  jobs  to  go  in 
the  UK,  the  move  Is  a dra- 
matic escalation  of  the  redun- 
dancies expected  when  the 
motor  components  and  aero- 
space company  Lucas  Indus- 
tries merged  with  diesel  en- 
gine-maker Varlty  three 
months  ago. 

The  moves  will  cut  Lucas- 
Varity’s  workforce  to  48,000 
and  save  £120  million  a year 
from  January  1999,  the  new 
company's  second  full  finan- 
cial year.  The  savings  are  al- 
most twice  those  estimated 
when  the  merger  was  an- 
nounced in  May  and  are  on 
top  of  savings  of  £65  million 
already  identified  for  the  next 
two  years. 

Restructuring  and  redun- 
dancies will  cost  £120  million 
as  an  exceptional  charge 
taken  at  the  end  of  the  group’s 
financial  year  next  January. 
Another  £130  million  win  be 
charged  In  asset  write-downs. 
Chief  executive  Victor  Rice 
said  “cross-company"  teams 
had  undertaken  a “thorough 
and  total  review”. 

Mr  Rice  agreed  that  in  the 
medium  term  LucasVarity 
may  seek  even  greater  size 
through  a merger  or  acquisi- 
tion with  another  group.  But 
in  the  short  term  the  high  pri- 
ority was  to  bolster  the 


group's  electronics  and  elec- 
trical businesses,  almost  cer- 
tainly through  acquisition. 

The  businesses  to  be  sold 
include  four  UK  firms.  Lucas 
Heavy  Duty  Products  of  Ac- 
ton. west  London,  employs 
500  people  and  makes  parts 
for  trucks  and  buses.  Coven- 
try-based Lucas  Industrial 
Components  makes  car  parts. 
Specialist  metals  company 
Lucas  Nttrotec  employs  44 
people  in  Birmingham.  And 
Lucas  Assembly  and  Test  Sy- 
tems  employs  200  people,  also 
in  Birmingham.  Another  five 
companies  slated  for  sale 
have  yet  to  be  publicly  identi- 
fied. Mr  Rice  said  the  group 
was  “reasonably  down  the 
line”  on  concluding  deals. 

The  disposals  cover  sales  of 
£270  million,  representing  6 
pa*  cent  of  file  group.  The 
revamp  follows  LucasVarity’ s 
decision  to  axe  one-third  of  its 
top  managers  and  to  concen- 
trate on  leading  positions  in 
the  key  markets  of  automo- 
j Uve,  diesel  engines,  after- 
market  supply  and  aerospace. 

Trade  unions  at  the  group's 
UK  operations  said  they  be- 
| lieved  most  of  the  job  losses 
would  be  achieved  on  a volun- 
tary basis. 

Mr  Rice  said  he  was  confi- 
dent the  cultural  problems  of 
merging  the  two  companies 
were  now  largely  dealt  with. 

News  of  the  job  losses  and 
cost-cutting  lifted  the  compa- 
ny’s share  price  in  early  trad- 
ing, but  shares  fen  back  to 
close  16.5p  down  at  234p 
following  a downbeat  assess- 
j ment  of  the  automotive  mar- 
ket by  company  executives. 


Buyers  ‘baffled’ 
by  mortgages 


Watchdog  wants 
more  protection. 
Teresa  Hunter 
reports 

Mortgages  have  be- 
come so  complex  they 
are  in  danger  of  con- 
fusing customers,  building 
societies  were  warned  by  a 
consumer  watchdog  at  a con- 
ference yesterday. 

An  Office  of  Fair  Trading 
consumer  affairs  spokesman, 
BUI  Davey,  said  consumers 
needed  better  protection 
when  chosing  a loan  as  they 
were  Increasingly  unable  to 
pick  their  way  through  the 
mortgage  offerings. 

He  told  delegates  at  a build- 
ing societies  conference  in 
London  that  too  bewildering  a 
range  of  options  could  prove 
as  anti-competitive  as  too 
restricted  a choice.  “Loans 
are  now  on  offer  at  both  vari- 
able rates  and  at  interest 
rates  discounted  or  fixed  for  a 
variety  of  periods.  Lending  is 
combined  with  life  and  build- 
ing insurance,  not  to  mention 
gash  back  or  free  surveys. 

•These  are  complex  deals 
affecting  consumers  over 
many  years.  One  must  surely 
recognise  the  burden  this 
places  on  consumers." 

Consumer  choice  would  be 
. restricted  if  building  societies 
disappeared  and  banks  be- 
come the  main  source  of  per- 
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A fireman  takes  a street  shower  yesterday  after  tackling  a blaze  at  the  Treasury  in  Whitehall  photograph:  graham  turns* 

Treasury  raises  £257m  in  sale 
of  residual  government  slakes 


social  financial  services,  ac- 
cording to  Nationwide  chief 
executive  Brian  Davis,  who 
said  a new  Act  was  vital  to 
allow  societies  to  prosper. 

He  called  on  the  Govern- 
ment not  to  give  way  to  the 
'•blackmail”  of  societies  con- 
verting to  banks,  which  be- 
lieved new  legislation  would 
restrict  their  commercial  ac- 
tivities after  flotation. 

Building  Societies  Commis- 
sioner Geoffrey  Fitchew  said* 
the  Government  had  strong 
reasons  on  competition 
grounds  for  amending  the 
five-year  rule,  which  had  pro- 
tected building  societies 
which  become  banks  from 
takeover  for  the  first  five 
years.  A new  building  societ- 
ies BUL  to  be  published  soon, 
removes  this  protection  from 
converting  societies,  which 
take  over  another 
organisation. 

The  Alliance  & Leicester, 
which  should  come  to  the 
market  next  April,  has  threat- 
ened to  delay  its  share  give- 
away If  the  five-year  ring- 
fencing  is  removed. 

But  Mr  Davis  told  dele- 
gates: “The  complaints  by 
converting  societies  On  this 
issue  Imply  that  they  feel  they 
need  to  rely  on  unfair,  anti- 
competitive protection  to  sur- 
vive as  an  Independent 
organisation.  We  hope  that 
parliament  will  be  firm  in 
addressing  this  issue  and  not 
be  swayed  by  veiled  threats  of 
delaying  conversion  windfall 
payments.” 


Ian  King 


THE  Treasury  collected 
£257  million  towards 
last  week's  Budget  tax 
cuts  yesterday,  when  it  sold 
most  of  the  Government's 
remaining  stakes  in  priva- 
tised businesses  such  as  Brit- 
ish Energy.  National  Grid 
and  Scottish  Power. 

The  sell-off  means  the  Gov- 
ernment has  now  almost  com- 
pleted its  £1.5  billion  “mop-up 
privatisation”,  announced 
late  last  year,  aimed  at  selling 
residual  holdings  in  priva- 
tised companies  ahead  of  the 
election. 

It  brings  the  total  amount 
raised  by  the  Government's 
privatisation  of  former  na- 
tionalised industries  to 
£65  billion. 

After  yesterday’s  sale,  the 
Government  owns  a 0.5  per 
cent  stake  in  BT  worth  about 


£242  million,  and  a small 
stake  in  British  Energy, 
worth  about  £7.5  million, 
which  has  been  retained  in 
order  to  cover  bonus  share 
entitlements. 

It  also  still  has  an  estimated 
14  per  cent  stake  in  the  Mer- 
sey Docks  and  Harbour  Com- 
pany, whose  share  price  has 
been  ravaged  by  the  long-run- 
ning industrial  dispate  with  a 
number  of  dockers  sacked 
last  year. 

The  main  bolding  sold  yes- 
terday was  a near  12  per  cent 
stake  in  British  Energy, 
whose  initial  privatisation  in 
July  flopped  when  the  shares 
opened  at  98p,  against  the 
105p  at  which  they  had  been 
sold  to  City  institutions. 

However  the  shares  have 
recovered  since  then,  en- 
abling the  Treasury  to  sell  the 
stake  yesterday  at  147  V4p  a 
share  to  broker  HSBC  James 
Capel. 


A spokesman  for  NM  Roth- 
schild, which  organised  a 
competitive  auction  for  the 
stakes,  explained:  “We 
thought  It  represented  a good 
time  and  a good  price  to  sell 
all  of  them.” 
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The  second  biggest  stake 
sold  was  a 1.6  percent  bolding 
in  Scottish  Power,  worth 
about  £64  million. 

The  buyer  was  Klein  wort 
Benson,  which  also  snapped 
up  the  Government’s  remain- 
ing stakes  in  National  Grid, 
Northern  Ireland  Electricity, 
Scottish  Hydro-Electric, 
National  Power  and 
PowerGen. 

Other  brokers  involved  in 
the  sell-off  included  ABN 
Amro  Hoare  Govett,  which 
bought  a small  stake  in  South 
West  Water,  and  Merrill 
Lynch,  which  bought  stakes 
in  Severn  Trent  Water  and 
Wessex  Water. 

A notable  exclusion  on  this 
occasion  was  SBC  Warburg, 
which  this  time  last  year 
handled  the  biggest  single 
element  of  the  mop-up  privati- 
sation, Che  £513  million  sale  of 
the  Government's  remaining  1 
stake  in  BP. 


Chancellor’s  adviser  talks  down  inflation 


THE  BANK  of  England  is 
too  pessimistic  about 
the  outlook  for  infla- 
tion, according  to  a senior 
Treasury  economist  yester- 
day — suggesting  that  the 
Chancellor.  Kenneth  Clarke, 
will  resist  pressure  to  raise 
interest  rates  when  he  meets 
the  Bank  governor,  Eddie 
George,  next  week. 

Mr  Clarke's  economic  fore- 
casts came  under  scrutiny  at 
the  Commons  Treasury  Select 
Committee  after  three  of  his 
panel  of  independent  advisers 
told  MPs  last  week  that  base 
rates  should  be  raised  to  7 per 


cent  immediately  in  order  to 
dampen  inflationary 
pressure. 

The  Bank's  open  desire  to 
see  interest  rates  raised  to 
guarantee  Mr  Clarke’s  infla- 
tion target  of  per  cent  is 
based  on  forecasts  which  dif- 
fer from  the  Treasury  model 
The  chief  economic  adviser 
to  the  Treasury,  Alan  Budd, 
told  MPs  on  die  committee 
that  the  Bank  “and  other  out- 
siders" had  repeatedly  been 
too  pessimistic  about,  infla- 
tionary pressure. 

He  said:  “We  are  not  seeing 
an  unsustainable  boom.  Many 
mistakes  have  been  made  be- 
cause people  remain  overop- 
timistic  about  the  level  of  sus- 


tainable growth.”  He  added 
that  the  economy  could  grow 
at  above  trend  for  two  years 
l without  threatening  low, 
stable  inflation. 

A surge  in  oil  prices  had  fed 
through  the  system  and 
1 boosted  the  official  measure 
ofinflation,hesald. 

MPs  also  quizzed  Treasury 
officiate  about  the  Govern- 
ment’s missing  billions  cf 
VAT  receipts  and  told  them  to 
do  their  sums  again. 

Mr  Clarke  blamed  the 
£6  button  nhnriBiii  in  the  offi- 
cial estimate  of  VAT  revenue 
this  year  as  the  reason  he  has 
been  forced  to  raise  his  origi- 
nal target  for  the  public  sec- 
tor borrowing  requirement. 


But  MPS  said  they  feared 
that  the  new  estimates  of 
VAT  receipts  could  also  be 
flawed.  Mr  Budd  estimated 
that  £1  billion  was  lost  as  a 
result  of  illegal  tax  avoidance; 
£1  hfllion  as  a result  of  rigor- 
ous tax  plarmtwp  by  flwwg 
“within  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  law”:  and  a fur- 
ther £1  billion  because  of 
taehniral  rhangnw  in  the  tax' 
system. 

The  chairman  of  fixe  Com- 
mons committee,  Matthew 
Carrington,  demanded  to  know 
where  the  other  £3  billion  had 
gone.  Be  said:  *T  suggest  you 
go  back  and  look  at  the  way 
the  VAT  receipts  explanation 
is  marie. n 


Stripping  the  gift 

TODAY’S  auction  of 
£L5  billion  cf  gilts  due  in 
2002  is  widely  expected 
to  go  wen.  Gilts  look  cheap 
compared  to  other  major 
bonds,  especially  if  the 


Dyno-man 
prepares 
to  do  battle 
with 

Super-rat 

I/TNG  Rat  — the  modern- 
iXday.  poison-resistant 
super-rodent  — has  a new 
enemy:  the  cheery  chap 
from  Dyno-Rod  best  known 
for  clearing  drains  and 
changing  lories,  writes  Den 
Atkinson. 

As  of  yesterday,  Dyno- 
crews  are  licensed  to  kill 
and  will  be  armed  with 
equipment  a lot  more  lethal 
than  a rink  phmger. 

Among  the  treats  await- 
ing Roland  Rat  and  his 
drams  Is  what  the  British  - 
Best  Control  Association 
(BPCA)  describes  as  a 
‘'slow  internal  haemor- 
rhage”. lasting  maybe 
three  days,  thanks  to  “anti- 
coagulant rodentirides”. 

Wasps  are  dispatched 
with  alow-acting  pesticides, 
and  cockroaches  can  be 
blasted  three  ways:  by 
deadly  dust,  deadly  bait  or 
deadly  spray. 

New  entrant  Dyno-Rod 
win  also  have  other  pest 
control  businesses  on  Its 
hit-list.  TThe]  prat  control 


■■****•'• 


pound's  bull  run  continues. 
The  only  possible  area  cf  con- 
cern, certainly  .for  domestic 
investors.  Is  the  risk  of  a rise 
in  interest  rales. 

But  fixe  attractions  of  the 
latest  offering  from  the  Bank 
are  not  based  only  on  price. 
The  issue  wiE,  for  example, 
form  the  next  five-year  bench- 
mark bond,  a status  which  al- 
ways provides  additional 
cachet. 

It  is  also  strippable  — in 
other  words  it  is  one  of  the 
growing  number  of  issues 
which  fonce  the  central  gilts 
office  is  upgraded)  can  be  di- 
vided up  into  its  constituent 
dements;  repayment  of  prin- 
ciple and  individual  pay- 
ments of  interest  accruing 
during  the  life  of  the  bond. 
Each  element  can  subse- 
quently be  traded  separately, 
allowing  much  more  precise 
cash  flow  management  and 

liability  matrhtng. 

To  an  extent  the  Issue  illus- 
trates just  how  radically  and 
rapidly  the  gilts  market  has 
been  reformed.  Gilt  auctions 
started  in  1987  bat  it  was  only 
in  file  1990s  that  they  were 
used  on  large  scale.  Stripped 
gflts  are  an  even  more  reoent 
innovation.  Indeed  gifts  will 
not  be  strippable  in  practice 
rmtfi  after  the  CGO  overhaul 
which  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted in  August  next  year, 
rather  fafaf  than  originally 
envisaged. 

However  the  latest  issue 
does  not.  in  itself,  provide 
direct  evidence  <f  perhaps  the 
most  important  dammit  of 
the  gilt  market  reform  — the 
development  of  the  £15  bfliicm 
a day  gflt  repo  market  Its 
success  will  allow  file  Bank 
another  big  (and  Imminent) 
step  in  reform;  the  ose  of  the 
repo  market  to  manage  mone- 
tary policy.  That  would  bring 
it  into  line  with  continental 
European  practice,  helping  to 
protect  the  City's  position  as 
a financial  centre. 


Home  buying  maze 

1 Jl  fHEN  does  consumer 
1/1#  choice  change  from 

w w benefit  to  burden? 
Somewhere  in  the  middle  of 
Britain's  mortgage  maze,  ac- 
cording to  BiU  Davey.  a 
senior  official  at  the  Office  of 
Fair  Trading. 

Speaking  to  the  building  so- 
ciety's conference,  Mr  Davey 
made  an  interesting  point 
Start  shopping  around  for  a 
mortgage  In  Britain  today 
and  the  would-be  home  buyer 
will  be  faced  with  a poten- 
tially bewildering  array  of 
products;  discounts,  cash 
backs,  free  surveys,  interest 
rates  which  can  either  float  or 
be  fixed  for  varying  periods 
and  mortgages  which  come 
with  insurance  packages 
attached. 

Free  market  theorists 
would  argue  that  the  breadth 
of  fate  product  range  available 
is  a function  of  competition 
within  the  industry  and  must, 
therefore,  be  good  for  con- 
sumers. Not  if  it  leaves  them 
oonfased  it  isn't. 

That  Is  not  to  say  mortgage 

lenders  should  be  made  to 
restrict  the  choice  they  offer. 
The  hey  is  “the  duty  of  care  to 
borrowers”.  The  balance  of 
effort  must  be  tipped  towards 
helping  the  consumer  make 
the  right  choice,  rather  than 
towards  ensuring  the  lender 
makes  a sale. 


industry  currently  offers 
commercial  and  domestic 
customers  an  indifferent 
standard  of  service  at  un- 
justifiably high  prices  — 
profit  margins  at  35  per 
cent  are  not  uncommon,” 
said  marketing  director 
Clive  Smith. 

Number  one  extermina- 
tion squad,  Rentokil,  has 
perhaps  half  the  business. 
There  are  two  other  big-Jsh 
names.  National  Britannia 
and  a US  group  with  a name 
designed  to  bring  ont  the 
Schwarzenegger  In  every 
pest-controller:  Termini* 
Dyno-Rod  expects  to  be  na- 
tionwide in  three  years. 

Richard  Strand,  of  the 
BPCA,  said  the  market  was 
hard  to  quantify  because  of 
the  huge  rote  of  local  au- 
thorities in  exterminating 
domestic  pests  for  little  or 
no  charge.  The  private  sec- 
tor turned  over  perhaps 
£200  million  a year  and.  in 
total  Britain  boasted  8.000 
pest  controllers. 

There  is  a lot  more  to  pest 
control  than  rat-catching. 
Smaller  pests  include 
product-specific  creepy- 
crawlies  Including  the 
tobacco  beetle,  the  gndn 
weevil  and  the  hide  beetle 
(corse  of  tanneries).  But 
honey-bees  enjoy  the  dis- 
tinction offering  just  about 
the  only  firing  pert  control- 
lers are  not  allowed  to  zm>. 


12  FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS 


Defence  contract 
row  erupts  as  ITT 

allies  with  Racal 


Wednesday  December  4X996 


Tony  May 


Apolitical  row 

erupted  yesterday 
over  Racal,  as  the 
troubled  telecom- 
munications group  unveiled 
an  alliance  with  its  only  rival, 
ITT  of  the  US,  to  bid  tor  a key 
£2  billion  military  contract. 
Just  24  hours  earlier.  Racal 
had  issued  a shock  profits 
warning  which  wiped 
£140  million  off  Us  stock  mar- 
ket value. 

Labour  accused  the  Govern- 
ment of  disastrous  misman- 
agement after  the  rivals  — in- 
cluding Ratal's  original  ally, 
Siemens  Flessey  — called  off 
their  bitter  battle  for  the  con- 
tract code  named  Bowman. 
They  bad  each  spent  millions 
on  developing  a new  battle- 
field communications  system 
for  the  armed  forces. 

An  ITT  executive  said  the 
new  alliance  hoped  to  win  as 
much  as  half  of  the  $6  billion 
world  market  for  military 
radios  over  the  next  10-15 
years.  A Racal  colleague  said 
the  Bowman  contract  alone 
could  create  6500  new  jobs. 

ITFs  Peter  Bed  win  said: 
"We're  moving  forward  into  a 
digital  age  and  a shrinking  in- 
dustry. Combining  forces 
makes  sense." 

Racal  now  claim*;  a 22  per 
cent  share  of  the  world  mar- 
ket.  A wary  City,  angered  by 
Monday's  profits  warning. 


marked  up  its  shares.  They 
closed  up  lOV^p  at  285  vip  after 
falling  50p  on  Monday. 

Shadow  defence  secretary 
David  Clark  said:  “How  can 
defence  ministers  have  so 
badly  mismanaged  this  vital 
defence  contract?  This  whole 
episode  is  a disaster.  Indeci- 
sion has  undermined  our  de- 
fence capability  and  caused 
great  uncertainty  for  British 
industry." 

Defence  sources  said  the  de- 
lays were  causing  serious 
problems  for  the  Army  be- 


llow can  defence  ministers 
have  so  badly  mismanaged 
this  vital  defence  contract? 

David  Clark 


cause  the  existing  Clansman 


radios,  dating  from  the  1960s, 
are  “falling  to  pieces”. 

Racal  has  Spent  £35  mill  inn 

so  far  on  the  Bowman  pro- 
gramme, which  is  running 
more  than  two  years  late  after 
the  MoD  made  numerous 
changes  to  the  specifications 
which  increased  the  radios* 
data  requirement  tenfold.  The 
MoD's  latest  delay  would 
have  meant  Racal  spending 
£100  million  before  getting  a 
penny  back.  David  Elsbury, 
chief  executive,  said:  “We  de- 
cided we  can't  afford  this." 

Racal  and  Siemens  Flessey 
will  now  share  costs  and  tech- 
nology — and  the  spoils,  too 
— with  rival  ITT  Defence. 
The  Joint  bid.  to  be  called 
Archer,  could  produce  overall 
savings  of  more  than 
£100  minion. 

Mr  Elsbury  said:  “To  win 
Bowman  would  be  the  prize. 
If  we  lose  Bowman.  God  for- 
bid. we  would  stffl  have  a 
sizeable  export  market,  but 
we  would  have  to  downsize 
the  company.”  No  decision  on 
job  cuts  would  be  made  before 
next  year. 

Mr  Elsbury  now  expected 
the  ministry  to  make  a deci- 
sion on  the  award  by  March 
next  year.  The  ministry  said 
last  month  that  it  would  not 
award  the  final  contract  until 
at  least  1999,  with  Bowman 
entering  service  in  2002.  The 
original  plan  had  been  to 
issue  contracts  late  in  1996. 


Wessex  chief  swaps  insults 
with  Labour  on  windfall  tax 


Chris  Barrie 


chairman  of  Wes- 
sex Water  clashed  with 
a senior  Labour  MP 
yesterday  over  the  compa- 
ny's profits  and  the  party's 
plan  for  a windfall  tax  on 
utilities. 

As  shadow  environment 
secretary  Frank  Dobson 
accused  the  Bristol-based 
company  of  making  “£285 
profit  ont  of  its  customers 
every  minute  of  every  day”, 
chairman  Nicholas  Hood 
accused  Labour  of  being 
selective  In  Its  choice  of 
facts,  a trait  that  was  “very 
unattractive”  at  times. 

The  dispute  came  as  Wes- 
sex unveiled  a 10.4  per  cent 
rise  in  half-year  profits  to 


£75.5  million  on  £128.9  mil- 
lion turnover.  The  payout 
to  shareholders  is  up  by  14 
per  cant  to  5.7p  a share. 

Mr  Dobson  accused  Wes- 
sex of  spending  £3  million 
on  an  unsuccessful  bid  for 
South  West  Water.  He  said 
the  average  bill  to  Wessex 
customers  had  risen  by  55 
per  cent  since  privatisation 
in  1989.  Over  the  same 
period,  Wessex  had  In- 
creased profits  every  year 
and  handed  ont  £168  mil- 
lion to  shareholders. 

But  Mr  Hood  said  the 
shadow  environment  secre- 
tary had  overlooked  the 
benefits  to  customers  that 
flowed  from  the  profits, 
two-thirds  of  which  were 
invested  in  capital 
spending. 


Calling  Labour’s  plan  for 
a windfall  tax  on  the  utili- 
ties “disgraceful”.  Mr  Hood 
warned  that  the  levy  would 
affect  prices.  He  said 
Labour  was  divided  over 

the  “fairness,  application 
and  good”  of  the  tax. 

The  chairman  also  took  a 
swipe  at  Trade  and  Indus- 
try Secretary  Ian  Lang  for 
blocking  the  company’s 
proposed  takeover  of  South 
West  Water  last  October, 
calling  it  a “barmy”  deci- 


sion. Mr  Hood  said  Wessex 
would  decide  within  six 
months  on  a revised  strat- 
egy. 

• The  water  company.  East 
Surrey  Holdings,  turned  in 
half-year  profits  up  11  per 
cent  to  £8.6  million  on  £24.1 
million  turnover. 


Digging  in Barcom,  the  specialist  plant  hire  group,  yesterday  said  it  was  looking  to  «riap  up  smaller  rivals.  Managing  director  Brian  Thompson, 

pictured  left  with  colleague  Dave  Meadham,  unveiled  a jump  in  full  year  pre-tax  profits  from  £852,000  to  £2.72  million  photograph:  ben  ounn 

All  at  sea  over  see-saw  pound 


As  sterling  fluctuates,  exporters  are 
feeling  the  pinch.  Roger  Cowe  reports 
on  ways  companies  can  protect  profits 


ANKS  are  being  in- 
undated by  compa- 
nies trying  to  limit 
the  impact  of  ster- 
ling's dramatic  rise. 

The  volatility  of  the  pound 
Is  already  affecting  the  profit- 
ability of  firms  which  do  busi- 
ness abroad. 

The  engineering  group 
Siebe  yesterday  disclosed  that 
shareholders'  funds  bad  been 
hit  to  the  tune  of  £41  million, 
while  profits  for  the  half  year 
were  more  than  £1  minion 
lower  than  they  would  have 
been  at  lower  staling  levels. 
Chairman  Barrie  Stephens 
warned  that  continued  ster- 
ling strength  would  badly  af- 
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feet  the  translation  of  over- 
seas profits  and  assets. 

Separately,  Peter  Kinders- 
ley,  chairman  of  the  Illus- 
trated reference  book  busi- 
ness, Dorling  Kindersley, 
warned  shareholders  that  a 
rate  of  £L69  to  the  pound, 
reached  this  week,  would 
knock  £1.6  million  off  the 
year’s  profits. 

A spokeswoman  for 
NatWest  bank  said  last  night: 
“We  are  beginning  to  see 
email  and  medium-sized  cus- 
tomers getting  concerned  and 
same  are  starting  to  do  some- 
thing about  it  There  has  been 
a rise  in  enquiries  about 
hedging.  The  concern  Is  there 
and  they  are  starting  to  take 
action.” 

For  companies  such  as 
these,  the  losses  can  be  coun- 
tered only  if  sterling’s  weak- 
ness yesterday  were  to  con- 
tinue, thereby  eroding  its 
dramatic  rise  over  the  past 
few  weeks.  But  there  are 
measures  which  even  the 
smallest  business  can  take  to 
protect  against  sterling 
volatility. 

The  trouble  is  that  many 
otherwise  sophisticated  man- 
agers often  steer  clear  of  cur- 
rency dealing,  according  to 
lan  Clark,  a treasury  consul- 
tant with  Price  Waterhouse. 
“It’s  surprising,  even  sup- 
posed professionals  don’t 
have  a very  good  idea  of  what 
they  could  or  should  be  doing. 
A lot  of  them  don’t  take  fairly 
basic  actions  to  protect  them- 
selves,” he  said. 

Inaction  often  results  from 
the  mistaken  belief  that  doing 
any  kind  of  currency  deal  is 
speculating.  “Ifs  not  specula- 
tion, it's  stabilisation,”  Mr 
Clark  said. 

Major  international  groups 


Environment 
friendly 
transport  call 


Roger  Cowe 


THE  Confederation  of  Brit- 
ish Industry  yesterday 
called  on  businesses  to  cut 
down  the  environmental  im- 
pact of  transport  by  making 
more  use  of  public  transport 
anrt  technology. 

It  urged  its  members  to  help 
reduce  road  traffic  conges- 
tion. which  costs  an  esti- 
mated £20  billion  per  year. 

Deputy  director-general, 
Peter  Agar,  said:  “Business 
progress  must  not  be  at  the 
expense  at  the  environment 
and  fixture  generations.” 

A pamphlet.  All  Aboard,  de- 
tails the  Impact  of  transport 
on  the  environment:  it  ac- 
counts for  29  per  cent  of  par- 
ticulates (mainly  from  diesel 
engines),  half  of  nitrogen  ox- 
ides, virtually  all  carbon 
monoxide  and  a fifth  of  car- 


bon dioxide. 

The  CBT  insists  that  road 
freight  will  remain  “central 
to  the  success  of  modem  Brit- 
ish business",  but  urges  bet- 
ter planning  and  operation  of 
transport  fleets  and  more  effi- 
cient vehicles. 

The  CBTs  main  target  is 
commuting.  It  argues  for 
fewer  trips  in  more  efficient 
vehicles,  reminding  compa- 
nies of  their  employees’  un- 
productive time  stuck  In  traf- 
fic jams. 


have  a huge  Involvement  in 
the  currency  markets,  with 
the  intention  of  protecting 
against  currency  swings  by 
locking  In  overseas  income  or 
costs  at  known  rates. 

The  simplest  way  of  doing 
this,  open  to  any  business 
which  buys  or  sells  abroad.  Is 
to  take  out  a forward  contract 
with  a bank.  By  agreeing  to 
sell  DM15,000  at  DM258  in 
three  months  time,  for  exam- 
ple, an  exporter  guarantees 
that  exchange  rate  on  a sale 
to  a German  customer. 

There  is  always  an  element 
of  gambling,  since  the  rate 
might  have  risen  further  by 
the  time  the  customer  pays 
up.  But  by  committing  to  the 
forward  sale,  the  UK  exporter 
has  guaranteed  the  agreed 
rate. 

Options  allow  increased 
flexibility,  although  some- 
times at  greater  cost-  They 
overcome  the  problem  that  a 
forward  contract  may  end  up 
at  a disadvantage  to  the  spot 
rate  at  the  time  the  conver- 
sion happens.  This  is  because 
options  are  not  firm  commit- 


ments and  can  be  allowed  to 
lapse.  The  exporter  has  then 
lost  the  cost  of  taking  out  the 
option  but  benefits  by  getting 
a better  exchange  rate. 

These  are  the  main  mecha- 
nisms for  avoiding  the  un- 
certainty of  volatile  ex- 
change rates  and  they  are 
suddenly  being  used  more 
enthusiastically  by  British 
companies. 

For  those  with  overseas  op- 
erations, rather  than  just 
transactions,  the  position  is 
more  complex. 

A German  subsidiary,  oper- 
ating only  in  Germany, 
remains  unaffected  by  ex- 
change rates.  But  converting 
that  company’s  profits,  assets 
and  liabilities  to  sterling,  as 
part  of  the  UK  group’s  results, 
does  make  a difference. 

Most  companies  try  to 
match  assets  and  liabilities  in 
the  same  currency,  but  many 
argue  that  it  is  wrong  to  try 
and  protect  against  losses  on 
translating  foreign  profits, 
since  the  losses  are  notional 
and  do  not  affect  the  finances 
of  the  operating  subsidiary. 


The  options 


Sterling  suffers  biggest  one-day 
fall  against  mark  in  four  years 


David  Qow 


BRITISH  exporters  wor- 
ried sick  by  sterling’s  9 
per  cent  rise  against  the  US 
dollar  and  15  per  cent  gain 
against  the  Deutschmark  in 
the  past  four  months  must 
have  shouted  for  joy  yester- 
day at  the  pound’s  biggest 
one-day  fall  against  the 
mark  and  dollar  in  over 
four  years. 

Dealers  marked  the 
pound  down  almost  8 pfen- 
nigs to  DM2.5486  and  over 
4 cents  to  $1.6344  on  fears 
that  the  long-expected  hike 
In  UK  base  rates  would  not 


now  take  place  after  this 
week’s  mortgage  rate  rises. 

“Today  we’ve  just  seen 
most  of  the  speculative 
froth  being  blown  off  the 
pound.  This  is  a classic  case 
of  a market  that  was  very, 
very  long,  and  very  compla- 
cent,” Paul  Megyesst,  cur- 
rency strategist  at  Deut- 
sche Morgan  Grenfell,  said. 

“This  may  mark  the  end 
of  the  market’s  love  affair 
with  sterling,”  he  added. 

The  pound’s  collapse 
comes  amid  concerted  Trea- 
sury pressure,  led  by  Chan- 
cellor Kenneth  Clarke,  to 
insist  that  inflation  is 
under  control. 
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Rugby  Union 

Pienaar 
says  yes  to 
Saracens 


Robert  Arniati  ong 


Francois  pienaar 

yesterday  became  the 
latest  glittering  prize 
from  the  southern 
hemisphere  to  be  captured  by 
an  ambitious  Courage  League 
One  club.  Saracens,  who 
snapped  up  Australia’s 
Michael  Lynagh  earlier  this 
year,  have  signed  South  Afri- 
ca’s World  Cup-winning  cap- 
tain on  a two-year  contract 
thought  to  be  worth  £400,000. 
He  will  make  his  first  appear- 
ance early  In  the  new  year. 

Pienaar.,  who  is  widely 
regarded  as  the  greatest 
rugby  ambassador  the  Spring- 
boks have  produced,  will  help 
Sarries  broaden  their  popular 
appeal  on  and  off  the  pitch. 
His  dynamic  style  of  play  at 
blind-side  flanicftr  and  his 
easy  rapport  with  Cans  should 
give  the  London  dub  value 
for  money. 

It  is  understood'  that  Pien- 
aar, who  was  controversially 
omitted  from  South  Africa’s 
current  tour  of  France  and 
Wales,  had  been  in  contact 
with  other  English  dubs,  no- 
tably Leicester,  through  an 
agent  He  is  the  first  South 
African  Test  player  to  join  a 
British  club  since  the  interna- 
tional boycott  on  the  Spring- 
boks was  lilted  five  years  ago. 

Pienaar,  30  next  month,  will 
form  one  of  the  most  powerful 
back  rows  in  the  Courage 


leagues  alongside  the  Eng- 
land A regulars  Tony  Diprose 
and  Richard  Hfn 

Yesterday  he  admitted  he 
still  wanted  to  add  to  his  29 
caps.  “I  am  determined  to 
challenge  for  my  piar»  fra^ir 
in  the  South  African  national 
team  and  eventually  go  bank 
home  and  put  something  bftrff 
into  South  African  rugby"  he 
said,  revealing  that  he  had 
spoken  to  President!  Nelson 
Mandela  before  signing  the 
Saracens  ‘1  have  pfrnnpri 
President  Mandela  and  he  is 
very  sorry  that  I will  be  leav- 
ing South  Africa.  But  I am  go- 
ing to  represent  South  Africa 
in  an  ambassadorial-rale.” 

No  one  can  deny  that  Nigel 
Wray,  the  City  millionaire 
who  has  bankrolled  Saracens, 
is  Gerious  about  signing  Test 
players  with  a world-class 
Pedigree;  Lynagh  (72  caps) 
helped  Australia  win  the  1991 
World  Cup,  and  France’s  Phi- 
lippe Sella  (ill  caps)  played 
in  the  1987  England’s 

scrum-half  Kyran  Bracken 
and  the  Irish  internationals 
Richard  Wallace  and  Paddy 
Johns  are  also  in  the  Sarries 
line-up. 

• David  Campese  will  make 
his  final  representative  ap- 
pearance in  Britain  against 
the  Barbarians  at  Twicken- 
ham on  Saturday. 

AUSTRALIA!  M Burk*  J Rod.  J LUUa.  T 
Horan  leapt).  D Compass;  P Howard.  3 
Payim:  D Crowley,  M Cnputo.  A SIMMS.  D 
GHOn.  T Qsvtn.  D Menu  or  O Flnagon.  M 
BUM.  D Wilson. 


Coming  soon. . . Francois  Pienaar  expects  to  make  Ms  debut  for  Saracens  early  next  year 


PHOTOGRAPH;  DAVID  GIBSON 


Tragedy  draws  Oxford  underdogs  closer  together 


Ian  Mai  In 


OXFORD  meet  Cam- 
bridge at  Twickenham 
next  Tuesday  after- 
noon with  14  Englishmen,  six 
Australians,  four  Irishmen, 
two  New  Zealanders,  two 
Welshmen,  a South  African 
and  a Canadian  on  the  field 
for  this  increasingly  interna- 
tional event. 

But  the  115th  University 
Match  will  be  particularly 
remembered  for  an  absent 


Australian,  Ian  Tucker.  The 
23-year-old  died  of  head  inju- 
ries in  October  after  a tragic 
incident  against  Saracens,  the 
first  fatality  in  the  first-class 
game  in  the  modem  era. 

Quentin  de  Bruyn,  the 
South  African  who  captains 
Oxford,  would  have  played 
alongside  Tucker  in  the  cen- 
tre. "Since  Ian’s,  death  we've 
been  playing  without  the 
No.  12  jersey  and  wOl  con- 
tinue to  do  so  in  honour  of 
him  next  week,”  he  said  as  he 
announced  the  side. 


There  will  be  a minute’s 
silence  before  the  match. 
Oxford  are  also  planning  to 
set  up  a bursary  in  Tucker’s 
memory.  Steve  Hill,  director 
of  rugby,  said:  “Ian's  death 
has  drawn  us  closer  together. 
It’s  been  a difficult  time  for 
our  players,  especially  those 
like  file  lode  Tim  Eisenhauer, 
who  had  known  Ian  since  he 
was  nine.” 

Cambridge  are  favourites  to 
win  the  Bowring  Bowl  for  the 
third  successive  year  but 
Oxford,  who  have  picked 


James  Averts  for  the  key  fly- 
half  role,  have  prepared  some 
surprises  for  them. 

“Cambridge  do  have  a 
strong  pack,”  Hill  admitted, 
’'but  hopefully  we  can  offer 
them  one  or  two  things  they 
haven't  expected.” 

Richard  Ramley,  the  Eng- 
land Under-21  lock  who  wins 
his  fourth.  Blue,  leads  Cam- 
bridge. They  have  been 
racked  by  injuries  this 
autumn  but  have  already  de- 
feated the  touring  Queens- 
land side. 


OXFORD:  ■ IMar  (Si  Ignatius  Coil. 
Sydney  and  University);  e Smart 
(Startnme  and  Trinity).  O da  Bnqm 
[Diocesan  Coll.  Capa  Town  and  Kobio, 
capftTWoWi  (St  Joseph's  Coll,  Brisbane 
and  Kablo),  R Bran*  (st  Michael's  Cod. 
Dublin  and  Unlwrefly);  J Aerate  (Bristol 
Cathedral  Scti  and  St  Cross),  H Hasan 
(Teranura  Coll.  Dublin  and  Morion):  J 
■nBimsil  (Mariborougfi  and  Marion),  R 
HnnMaj  (King  Edward  Sell,  Birmingham 
and  Woreeatar],  D Pannay  (Mt  Pawl  Sen 
Ugh  Sen.  Nawtoundtand  and  WoOaon],  T 
aunlmiif  (St  I grail  us  Coll,  Sydney  and 
at  Anna's).  K Bpiaar  (Ctongowos  Wood 
Con.  Dublin  and  9t  Anna's).  M Oaslsr 
(King's  Cantwbuiy  and  Christ  Church),  C 
McCarthy  (St  Mary’s  Cod,  Dublin  and 
Templeton).  J Dadan  (Ml  ill  laid  and 
Quean's). 


(St  Kentlgem 
Coll.  NZ  end  Hughes  Hall);  ■ Wales 
(Caertaon  Comp  and  St  Catharine's).  M 
Steasr  (Wycttfle  Coll  and  Homerlon).  N 
Hill  (SI  Ignatlua.  Sydney  and  SI 
Edmund's),  R Pbflllpi  [Ys  gol  Gyhm 
Uanhar!  and  Homerlon);  R AsUertlt 
(Bradford  GS  end  Patariwuse).  ■ Rami 
(Wimbledon  Coll  and  Homerlon);  O 
Beyohis  (Choahunl  Sch  and  Homerton). 
T Mmpbg  (St  Joseph's  Cod.  Nudgse. 
Australia  and  Si  Edmund’s),  N 
(Armthorpe  Comp.  Doncaster  and 
Robinson),  R Urmntay  (O  Elizabeth  GS 
Wakefleid  and  St  EdirnmTa,  eapt)  A CrMg 
(Teursrigo  Boys'  CoU,  NZ  and  Hughes 
Hall).  M Hyde  (St  Ignatlua  Coll,  Sydney 
and  St  Edmunds),  J (MMtkt  (Cross!  ay 
Heath,  HalHax  and  St  Edmund's),  ■ 
(Yarm  Sch  and  St  John’s). 
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Racing 

it  won’t  be  a 
funny  thing  at 
the  BHB  forum 


Chris  Hawkins 


it  was  the  Jockey 
Club  now  it  la  the  Brit- 
ish HorseracLng  Board. 
The  nprap  has  changed,  the 
format  and  personnel  have 
changed  but  the  sniping  goes 
era  as  ever. 

Has  there  ever  been  a rac- 
ing authority  that  was  not  in- 
competent, firing  m imagi- 
nation and  dynamism  or  out 
of  touch  with  the  industry's 
needs? 

Since  the  Chancellor 
cocked  a deaf  ’on  to  racing’s 
request  for  help  in  last  week’s 
Budget  all  hell  has  been  let 
loose  with  demands  that 
heads  must  roll. 

TOp  of  the  wanted  list  are 
Lord  Wakeham,  chairman  of 
the  BHB,  and  Tristram  Rick- 
etts, the  chief  executive. 

And  as  luck  would  have  it 
(good  or  bad  depending  on 
which  side  you  are  on)  both 
men  will  be  required  to  share 
centre  stage  at  the  BHB’s 
Annual  Forum  on  December 
17. 

The  inquisition  takes  place 
at  the  Royal  Geographical 

Society  in  London  before  an 
invited  audience  of  ISO  repre- 
senting all  sections  of  racing. 

By  holding  it  elsewhere,  say 
at  the  Royal  Albert  Hail, 
charging  £50  for  a ringside 
seat  and  selling  the  TV  rights, 
racing  could  have  gone  a long 
way  to  solving  its  financial 
problems.  Lack  of  imagina- 
tion Rgaiw  or  merely  abysmal 
marketing  skills? 

For,  make  no  mistake,  this 
will  be  a serious  fight  As 
Wakeham  and  Ricketts  look 
out  their  gaze  will  be 
returned  on  all  sides  by  a 
flinty  glare. 

Ranged  against  them  win 
be  Peter  Savill  and  Eric 
Parker  for  the  malcontented 
Racehorse  Owners’  Associa- 
tion, while  the  main  spokes- 
men for  the  trainers  will  be 
Ian  Balding  and  Peter 
CundelL 

Little  succour  or  support  is 
likely  to  come  from  represen- 
tatives of  the  Racecourse 
Association,  Levy  Board, 
Jockey  Club,  Tote,  BOLA  or 
the  National  Association  of 
Bookmakers  and  an  in  all  the 
opposition  win  be  formidable. 

One  of  file  possible  solu- 


tions to  the  Ananiy  prob- 
lems is  the  closure  of  some  of 
the  smaller  tracks  or  at  least 
the  withdrawal  ot  Levy  sup- 
port This  would  be  unpopu- 
lar, but  a cutback  in  the  fix- 
ture list  would  not  be  as  hard 

to  Talfg. 

It  is  not  only  Britain  which 
has  hit  difficult  times.  In 
Paris  yesterday  the  track  at 
Evry  staged  its  final  meeting, 
sacrificed  because  of  a cash 
crisis  in  French  racing. 

The  big  race  was  the  Frix 
EdeHic  and,  rather  insensi- 
tively, it  was  won  by  the  Brit- 
ish In  the  shape  of  Wflcuma, 
trained  by  Peter  Makin  and 
ridden  by  John  Reid. 

The  Jockey  Club’s  proposed 
Inquiry  into  the  jockeys’ 
"strike”  at  Hay  dock  in  Octo- 
ber, originally  scheduled  for 
December  18,  now  looks  as  if 
it  will  have  to  be  postponed. 

Although  Frankie  Dettori 
has  made  it  dear  he  is  pre- 
pared to  travel  back  from 
abroad  many  other  riders  in- 
cluding Pat  Eddery  will  be 
out  of  the  country. 

At  Portman  Square  today 
there  will  be  a seminar  about 
the  effects  of  diabetes  and 
whether  jockeys  suffering 
from  it  should  be  granted  a 
licence. 

The  issue  came  to  a head 
when  Jonathon  Lower,  the 
jump  jockey,  was  advised  not 
to  reapply  for  a licence  when 
found  to  be  suffering  from 
diabetes. 

The  Licensing  Committee 
wfll  listen  in  private  to  the 
views  of  assembled  experts 
and  could  reverse  its  ruling, 
although  no  decision  is  likely 
today. 

This  afternoon’s  three 
meetings,  the  minimum  as 
requested  by  the  bookmakers 
to  keep  the  Levy  coming  in, 
have  produced  decent  Adds, 
helped  by  some  rain. 

Alwarqa  (12.50)  is  the 
day's  nap  in  the  second  div- 
ision of  the  EUerton  Juvenile 
Novices  Hurdle  at  Catterick 
after  just  failing  to  land  a 
gamble  when  second  to  The 
Great  Flood  over  the  course 
and  distance  ll  days  ago. 

At  Southwell,  Julie  Cecil, 
who  does  well  with  a small 
string  of  jumpers,  is  not  ask- 
ing too  severe  a question  of 
Isaiah  (2.00)  in  a class  D 
handicap. 


Catterick  with  form  for  the  Jackpot  races 
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(Mb) 


nMRP<VnM  * RaaMaa Mbifcw*. 

1.00  MPCWA1Q  HI  BMP  R0VlCEHUIHILlaa4f  IlOydi  22JMH 

1 0 AH  A0HABHAHAU(9B)  IfleaM  IRBganB-ll-fl ASSmBh 

S DRY HRLlADJNonon  5-11-0  WPly 

IMP  PARMBRBfOKR3Y(3B)Dlioora  4-11-0  .T  Hogg  (7) 


4 0F1 18-  LANCE UHSraORB (280) GHeCoull B-1WJ 

B KM*  MHT  niYNE  (42)  M Roberta  4-1  »-0 
B 0000-4  OPIRRCIK  AIYAHI(B2)  A StraMar 5-11-0 

7 21500  BHJTBL (14)  UPipg4-rM) 

B DMED-CARLY-J  (SIX)  FJadMM  5-10-9 

8 5004  KALAH  864.(20)  W Turner  4-10-e 
TOProBMTgttLfliMHratigB.HkiM'nv  7,0plMihrtlcAftMrB 
1«HM*|1M*11  7T4R— (TMil*wii)Bre 
M»*  7-«  urn  Arawroig.  iwOpUmMIc  At*,  4-1  Rad  Tu,  7-lCariy-J,  io-i  Ftnaan  Su&tldy.  o-i 
tty  hh  Lad 


1.30  WELLARD  Mtmca  CHASE Sai  22^07 


APFU1-F  LORSm  COTTAQKSSXCS)  KBaky 8-11-i 
U2RM5  UfflUMmiO*  (22)  (D)N  Headmen  6-1V6 
434P-3P  CIBBKAOO)  C CMltl  7-10-12 
OP-OF  ETHICAL  NOTE  (7)  3*a  5 SMb  5-W-12 


XODaia 


e«n-P2  FUUBHonACtE  08)  QBarmn  5-KM2 
21  urn-  FORMAL  INWIAT10N  (1348)  D MdWsui  7-10-12 
1PSB02  SRAUK<40)J  JenUns  B-»-12 

03100-4  WIBIEEY (40)  UBamriDiafi  7-10-12  

360-041  RBtSm*  MADAM  (30)  JNavlfig  5-10-7  

.a.na»7,n— fagwhaewe 


• CO)* 


1t»S«  Hant  T 11  0 J RaHtaa  1 M U J*okbu)  7 ran 

■mHdb:  5-3  Subtma  Foncm.  7-2  Fdnnal  ftirttatkn,  0-2  Loboer  CoBaga,  B-i  Banang  lAiade,  7-1  UhaBTa 
Uadani,  S-i  &hWR.  Weahaby.  limn. 


2-00  SAD.  MM  HANDICAP  HUMU2nCUta 

1 3t3«3»-  ISAIAH  (SET)  (CDO  Uri  JC6C*  7-1S-0 


1 1DA  P Macs*  B-1  (7  WMknawfl  5 m. 

W Kfeig  AiMMBn.  TW  Fwar  Mommy.  7-8  Buy  WRh  Ha.  4-1  iaafadt  tW  AOi  Owannam,  25-1 
SttttnglkKn.  Imn 


Uen-Q  RDM  ATHEIST  AN  (12)  (D)  D McMahon  0-11-0 

120121  PETER  WHAMY  (18)  (CD)  M Pipe  4-11-4 

P61342  STAY  WITH  ME  (8)  (CD)  C Eflortoi  B-W-l 

(WT4P6  ATH  CnAIHArnK!  m J Novae  4-W-fl 

500-0PP  BUPnin  MOON  (S3)  PJentan  4-10-0 

3HM  HP8i  Way  WMi  Mg  8,  King  ABuhrtMi  7 


2^0  amvuscHADHicx  Rsnamen  novice  hakmcap  cmao 

1 12329  LUCKY  DOLLAR  (12)  KBalayB-IT-a 


i3ra  IlOydi  (MW 


» (35)  G Pndmmn  10-1 1-4 


3GQ2P-  OCRAR  LIAOn(27B)Mrt  D KUw  8-11-8 

mn-m  an  lad  (as)  us  s smwi  9-1  hi 

82/P/BO-  unb  cOR8nrS(3S4)  ll  Robena  B-IO-B  . 

5Q254P-  DDNRRI  (288)  P Rodkxd  8-10-0 

334216  RECORD  LOW)  (IB)  M Chapman  6-10-0  _ 

EMHyP-TACTK(3S7)IAaaUIMIeBn0-'»-0 

»UMH)  «WBKTMiaeri3)RPl«h7-T0-0  


1(7) 


JNA 
J3Hagre(3) 


41! 


TOP  RMMTMi  drew  Lad  0,  Lycky  DeBar  7,  Raeord  Lawr  0 
1 B85e  RmartMi  Gila  8 10 13  R 7-S  (lb*  8 Saiilll)  10  rat 

Batting:  M Ludqr  Dallv,  9-4  Gens  L*L  0-2  Oeoaa  Loacw.  7-1  Manor  Li  bo,  B-1  Hn  CsrWU.  14-1 
DuoUr.  W-1  RfiCOrD  Lflwr.  Brwwan. 


3JK)  WHO  HANDICAP  CHAIR  A*  41  HOfda  844*0 
1 04-2B43  HOOQHRMI  (41}(D)  W Jonka  W-U-KI 


IPO-12  ZAMBEZI  SPUDT  (30)  (D)  (BP)  Ifni  Harm  Jones  7-11-8 

n44V-0  CSLTMO(3t)(D)  T Fonoir  8-1V-? 


JAr  It 


O) 


way-  MBflOBV  BAB  (BM)  Ufa  M ICKgan  M-1 
PFP3^4  COPP8RCA8U  (20)  CSn«l  9-10-0 


-AS! 


TOP  FORM  TWR  ZaMbaal  3P*N  B,  HtOartap  BaU  7 
ig|fcUnAM411  HAPMeCoy  M(PWUk|  8 ran 

BMttreMZanibadE(*tt5-2N(ahart)y  Said.  4-1  Celllno,  W Houglm,  1*-i  CDppefCaMe.Br 


3.30 


caeunoNALJoeavr  HAMoiCAP  humus  m « iiorm  c2^ob 

1 6555-12  DCSKRT F0RCE(14)(C) A9raatar7-l1-IS OHagm 

1 432T2PPMT  CRACK  (33)  (D)F  Jordaa  1V11-7 SUMnar 

3 OFWn  12  FAWlJBYFLVin (18) (D)0M) Wlunnr 7-11-6  JPeaMrffi) 

4 DS30PO- mraPICM  EUR  (1B4)(I1)  JBktea  11-11-4 
B IBM60-  RAIW'H  BIM  (203)  (C)  J LHarria  10-11-4 
0 33145-P  10L0MAM  SPSMGS  (40)  (Q  Ura  V War!  6-10-12 
7 BGMO-  TASQB-LM  (328)  (CD)  Mr»  3 Srntt  6-10-7 

■ TA5mBF{28)J  BrkC45-10  “ 


rnmrnm 


0 0509/5-0  WVm  MTME  RONEY  (IB)  WaaJ  Power  Q-10-0 

1 9BR  JBrnd  511 3 EriNagBaa  14-1(4  Hertan)  Bran 

tuhp  2-1  Dasan  Forte,  5-?  Fnrtay  Ftyw,  5-1  Find  Craeh,  Toahaef.  4-t  Pradpica  Run,  12-1 
Ram-H-Sm.  > 


-- 


Results 


nbwcastui 

"l.30  (*-?  1 

*■.*«-*  • -«*• 


mn  »• 


99.3M 

pomwm 


■■  ■ • - -j-  ii  T-rmiumanMii- 

STS-  W. 

K«4.rs.Tri(»stESiai- 

«.  fl|  ftpuw,  P Moran 

EKSBS5!““ 

aasg^assJSt..... 

m®  i— 

a (**•  M 


Rgvdeyl  Tome  tt 00:  C1.S0. 07.00  Dual  P: 

2^£‘!ft-=SrrS-*« 

yrasuiL,]  Tote  129  4a  C2J0. 

ciiaamouaiF 

Erj  lavk  s,  ctiaanr  u«* 

■mai1-*-  (15-11.  24  ran.  8.  XJMj*  M 

iSSEyT Tow  C4  30.  am  S3J».  ».en 

n3iTO38 cariiod 

WW«m-b 

Wy nri  .7-0.  *.  WaR  Tln-I  ».  ^ 


(£5-1).  11-S  !w  Ambor 

SoariL  7 ran  13.  U.jT  taMWl XA* 
CZ10.  C2.70.  Dual  * CS£S-HUa_ 

1 M (S>  If  HMaJa  1,  J ****"**** 
SAGS.  A Maguire  (H-lOlaift  *.HgoM; 
PBgn  (4-1);  3,  DWauWfM***"'  (33-1).  9 
ran.  17,  5.  (P  HOUWJ  TOM-  ET.raC1.1fl. 

CimC7.7D.DU3lF:EXJ0  CSF:£&^^ 

2AO(2a  liOydalWIiWSIAWffli 
DRXO  (5-1):  a,  itaiiaflan  YooDi  l5-2Cmr); 
3,  r*«mrftl*t  (14-1)  B ran.  19,  ax.  (DGa»- 

^iT0i*:S^nJnci2aQBa  Dump: 

Cl  220  CSf 

aJOC3«  at  iio»dB»«ai)i 

HDX  BUCK,  A P »«Cp» 

S^wa  H-i  1;  a,  JL  M C HUpram  (5J  *0  ” 
ZT*  rp  hBshaOs)  Tou:  C3.6tt  n±0. 
nca^ciJft  Dual  * c73«l  CSP.  waia. 
Tricast  C31 JF.  Trlfl:  ESAa  __ 

.^m.  at  HdaF  L SAIL  BY  1HR 
START,  O FinHafil***  W Fnift,  S,  **■ 
SmpJoa BHfcS  AmfcMM*  MJ 

S?ow!so  fr  5:1  •7tt  C1-3Q- 

C4.1D.  Dual  F:  E3J0  CSF:  EH.0& 


QUADPOnC4J5a  PLACSPOTiCZSAa 


SOUTHWELL 

1140  (81)1  1,  MR  MOBTY,  S Sanders 

(14-1);  2.  Md  Aifatocrat  (4-1);  3,  Phiai 

Hnt  (6-1).  11-9  lav  Leigh  Crofter.  13  ran. 

«.  X IW  Jorvig)  Tola;  511-00;  OR  El -00, 

t3.1l)  Dual  R E3O30.  CSF:  C7259.  TrUaud: 

C47&G2.THO:  ESS  DO.  Wt  Sua  Me. 

19.10  (la)  1.  TURNS  limes.  Done 

OTtariH  (P-l),  2,  Aagel  P4m  (4-1);  8,  ban- 

fee  Plyar  (3-1  tov);  4,  Bcgnloda  (8-1)  19 

ran.  Nk.  4.  (W  Muir)  To»  PiiJO;  Eaxo, 

ri  jo.  rim,  nm  bum  r E42m  csf; 

E43L88.  Tricast  0121.06.  Trio:  173  SO. 

1LU  (SIX  1,  DOMtMAHT  AIR,  Q DldOeld 

(7-1):  2.  TlMUMSaa  (1S-1):  a.  Unb  Wyrar 

done  bna  (5-1  it  lav).  6-1  ft  («*  EnchanUng 

Eva.  15  ran.  2,  M-  (Ml  Prnaeoft)  Ton:  E9sa 

wan.  E3-90.  Cl. to.  Dual  V E240.4a  CSF: 

EKJ8.  Tricast  E431ja 

1.10  (Ini  BO:  1.  PHMtLY  DAHCER,  D*- 
ana  Jones  (2-1  tavj;  2,  B HM»  (D-i):  L 

Raf  (13-2)  IB  ran.  X,  R (W  MWgh) 


Tote  CUD;  ei  .to.  CSJB0,  EL90.  Dual  P: 
E12Ja  CSFi  E2249.  Trio:  C2ft70. 

1 JIO  (W>  1,  JUCMBL  D Hoi  land  (12-1); 

*.  Mnuta  Malm  (134);  3,  Moaria  (IB-1). 

B-2  tov  Diaco  Boy.  V)  ran.  Nk  4.  (P  Howllngi 
Tote  £1230;  £4,10.  £2jft  MJO.  Dual  R 
£2030.  CSF:  £8831  Tricast  £1  ^104*. 

2.10  (lm)c  1,  IWMMIH  aran,  Dvm 

MoftaH  (12-1)  S,  Va  Martata  (8-1)  3, 
Doaaat  Zaaa  (2-1  fov);  4,  Buoy  Boy 
M-1L  IB  ran . X,  at.  (D  Mottat)  Tote  E14ia 

OLID,  £1.90.  El  JO.  EftflO.  Dual  R ESTJft 

CSF)£ii£.m,  Tricast  C271J7.Ttta£aB.ia 

£40  (4 44)1  1,  HEAD  QBR,  D UcKoown 

(13-2)  3,  Ravsl  Ran4g«a  (m-1);  3,  Hap. 

Parana  (B-1)  B-<  lav  Star  Entry,  ii  ran.  IK. 

16.  (C  Thornton)  Tote;  EB-ift  £2X0,  £3-50, 

earn  Dual  r Eeafa  esn  fins). 

0.10  (Ira  Sf>  1,  HAMUL  Q DuKMd 

(7-1)-  3,  Attrantaa  (100-30  fav)  S,  Ifatf. 

raam  (11-2)  4,  Rasayat  (7-ri).  16  ran.  DC, 

OL  (W  Baay)  Tom  E7.iqciJO.Ea.og  CI.IO. 

Dual  F;  C26X0.CSR  £32.72.  Trtow:  E138X1. 

QUADPDTi  C45X0.  PLACVOD  E26S.4a 


Fontwell 


2.1 0 Miihlg  alii  ill 
LAOCaaalPaBay 
3.101 


■ NIIDHlBAM 


1 2^40  lARIVAM  MOWS  HURDLE (PW  Q3VO 

1 242223  BCR  BOWDBI  (17|  SWoodniHi  11-6 

2 ACADBIY  HOUSE  RAWnratW-12 

3 0 BOIDUUICE  (40)  ROSUhan  10-12 

4 B HAHBtTOOH  (SB)  Mn  A Pena0 10-12 

8 piflMcadLY  APPAB  J Btadny  10-12 

c phttatc  pmcnuu.4  rmMmi  w-k 

7 SPQUKTNOManS(14)PUlvp(iyll>-12 

B 35  SmSMB  (ZB)  N Hondoraon  W-12 

B TATtHRNJBoiiar  ID-12 

10  BOU)  JTART  LADY  EHhaMar  10-7 

11  0 RJLBBAU.Y  YOUBS(IB)  L kAnagua  HaO  XF7  .. 

BaMngi  M Aeadamy  H»N*.  11-4  Seranus,  frfl  Ban  Bowton,  5-1  nogaliyYoura.  KM  PrlneafyMWr.  W-1 


1 .1 0 BSUKY  SBJJMQ  RBUM  21  IlOyiM  cgoio 
1 P-C3Z38  CNEDir  C0H1H04XH1  (16)  J PDtch-Hayel  7-10-12 

S 0050001- FRUIT  TOWN  (08^PB<4iar  7-10-12  _ 

3 P8  LAIMMRAIHBZE  (7)  TKautfmi  4-10-12 

4 OH)  UTILE  LUKE  (17)  P BiMar  5-10-12 

B 5-4  MEMORY'S  RUCK  (10)  MlladgwKh  4-10-12 

B 04-65FD  WA1B)  HAKAHD  (17)  5 Dow  4-10-12 

7 ZEST1T  Omani  4-W-12  — 

8 pp  are*H3rrowwsp*«iT(ie)TMcsow 

8 000P-P  HAM1NO  POSE  (10)  RFtoraB-10-7 

oraaop-  OEMWIMaETCZaS)  Mrs  PDudMd  5-10 
420  ORNOOPS  ONBL  (10)  PHmney  4-10-7 
6322/P/-  HRH  PETE  (738)  K Butte  7-10-7 


ft  Water  Haanl  7,  CndB  CaabaBw  B 

Batttagi  7-4  Mamcrya  Ihelc.  7-2  CrednCraftoaa.4-1  GrtSirg  Sri,  B-1  Watar  Hnanl.  U-1  GamH  MU 
W-1  lira  Fete. 


1.40  NOBFPm  CWAIABHOE  CUP  WOYICE  BAMMCAP  CHASE  Jra  Bl  C3.128 

1 11W33  WH I M MAKgT  (22)  RPNIllpt  6-11-10  Jl 

DANCE  (7}N  MtKbM  6-11-10 


4POO-64 

6P25-95  BOta  ACRE  (22)  J Bradley  6-1 1-S 


2 

3 . _ 

4 55®44  DUatEOFAPROLOM(1«)JOIltonH 

5 PPB2P-P5  PMOO0D (18)0 O'Brian 9-1  l-S 
UCHV/-  HBMNM  PLNAStlRN  (MS)  TJoiM  10-11-4 


2U-O3P0  F0LL0PUBCItS(7)  J BrajgarB-iM 

IWMKF  JACXXOHS  BAY  (BJ  T Casey  6-10-2  

vmn-  AUUBY  CfifiY  (1383)  T McGovam  0-7041  . 


10  0IBP34-U  KHITA8ND5  WAY  (SB)  A Moore  6-1D-0 

10 1 


, a.  Date  0 Aprahra  7.  WM*  Malta*  8 

t S-i  &Ae  01  Apndon.  5-1  WBI«  llakeft.  0-2  Oran  Dance.  7-1  Bold  Acre.  B-1  nneedo,  10-1 


2. 1 0 A 8 D LAHDSCAPBS  HAUMCAP  MMOUE  2ra  2M  10y*i  CgOM 
1 12115-5  TICKERTY80IFr(7|G  L Moore  B-11-10 

221135-  4iUPH8MNiAB'V(aaa)CCa)lfc«HKnHMB-11-a 


FWaS-4  SNUOOUgr&P04MTt17)J  aridgarfr-IV? 
WO-  LUCKY  foam  (R80)  P Hobfca  5-11-3 
OEM  B0NM00U(48)TCaaey4-1< 


1221-3*  BON  vmr  AflE  (S8)  D Grisial  4.104 


» Bridge 


JR 


0Q14M  MORTASH  (IB)  J Rfch-Hnyss  B-SM 
RBXP5-  RAAHMC1 01) (CD) S Woodman  ll-IO-O  _ 


Voyage. 


I -nra  CtparaiA  lady  ft  Baa  V«yag»  7,  TtrSaiVa  ffift  B 

a 7-4  Stprene  Uny.4-1  bun  N Go(d.  0-2  Bmqgbri  PolnL  TlefcaiVa  GW.7-1  Lucky  Edda.  6-1  Bon 


2*40  SRXBHAM  COWDmORAL  JOCKEYS'  HANDICAP  HURDLE  Ba  N 110yds  C2JB0 

PHaolsy  * 


1 OM-334  H.YIR8HD0UR (17) URobarta S-I1-10  . 

a SWOPia- M*ADOP(*00)R  0*11*5-1 1-B  

3 6I1IMP  DARMQiOI4C(7}(Cl>)MBotlOD6-11-«  __ 

4 NXJ4-12  CAnKVC  BOT  (17)  R Eedey  5-11-4 

5 04200-0  PAVLOVA  (60)  R Rom  6-11-0 

6 OOP/06-6  SOmSCTQAJICBI (7) JBrtdgBr 0-10-12 

7 P-4U434  R0aBnPAL(17)AMaamB-n-fl  

8 047-P0  PROPBSESI  (8)  F Bray  5-W-O 


JLAcmI 


-AGantjro 


-XOatf* 


r(B) 


JKMtCt.an  (7)* 


TOP  fORM  1M  CaaatoV  Bgy  ft  IBradvr  7,  (Wag  6 

8*40,18: 6-4  C^d1*  Boy,  H Wraflor.  »-2  Dating  Ktag,  5-1  Flytag  Hddler.  Ilhl  ftogerT  PM.  14-1  PaaKm. 


3.10i 


KS  CRABS  3m  21  IlOydi  C3.060 


1250-21  KH3>  TT  ZIPPED  (35)  {EBJOShCfeddd  B-1 1-7 
FLAKED  OATS  P UCteti  7-KMO  . 


-JOa 


2F  ONNY  OORDM  (18)  R Curtis  G-1D-10 


LAMOTOM  PAJOBU.  W Turner  ll-IO-lO 


APRoCoy 
-8  Ms 


OPOO-  UTILE  flOMUY  (388)  lfnLHkhania7-1tM0 
PARAHANDY  G BaWno  6-16-10 


■JWsmimP) 

-MMoferafs 


25/P-  ROLUB  GOLD  (380)  Mbs  V HIBtefiw  7^ HMD 
4-  APA1URA  HATI (SIS)  R AJmr 7-10-6  


rm 


TOP  POBM  UPBe  Ora*  OenMn  ft  Kssp  H ZrmmI  7 

tat  6-4  Keep  n z/psad.  G-9  FMed  Oas.  3-1  ParabMdy,  S-i  Gray  Barden.  16-1  Ayawa  WL  ZM 

LMb  Roariey. 


3.40  KAJnMAMMOnfCN  HURDLE  (DW  2}  SYOtegr  110yds  (34*3 

CLASSY  6UBFJWNM  10-72 

JBLALI 0 Mwnqr  Snlh  W-12  

PROWHCCC  MBM  w-e 


Franco. 


AWMh(3) 


MS  Karr  p Haagar  10-12 


|HBBIYS8BIBrl  10-12  . 

IBFMtolW 


UP  BWROWERB)  (IB)  H Roaar  10-7  , 
0 PETROS  OEM  (40)  M BeHon  ID-7  _ 
8bmi  noma  DARwum  io-7 

VCMUNCA  P4UMCO  B paane  W-7 


-JKRMMtalT) 


-APMoCgy 
-K<»— s(S) 


1 3-1  Proamea.6-1  CMMyOdcLB-l  JstaU,  Raan  Fnar.  7-1  Hadlta«y.EBdagM«aB-ivanMea 
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Soccer 


£1  Om  windfall  for 
Manchester  City 


Ian  Ross 


ANCHESTER  City, 
who  could  hit  bot- 
tom of  the  First 
Division  table  this 
weekend,  have  received  the 
unexpected  boost  of  £10  mil- 
lion,  to  help  them  buy  their 
way  out  of  their  worst  crisis 
in  more  than  a century. 

Half  of  that  sum  ironically 
comes  from  Stephen  Boler, 
the  multi-millionaire  busi- 
nessman who  was  an  allv  of 
the  late  Peter  Swales,  ousted 
as  chairman  by  Francis  Lee 
in  an  acrimonious  power 
struggle  almost  three  years 
ago. 

Boler  has  plunged  into  City 
shares  in  a big  enough  way  to 
make  him  the  club’s  majority 
shareholder,  but  last  night  he 
insisted  that  he  had  no  wish 
to  become  chairman  or  any 
kind  of  public  figurehead  for 
the  dub. 

“Basically  all  I am  is  a fan 
who  wants  to  use  his  money 
to  help."  he  said.  “Take  my 
word  for  it  with  this  money 
in  place  and  available  to  im- 
prove the  playing  squad,  you 
will  see  a dramatic  improve- 


ment very  quickly  in  the  for- 
tunes of  Manchester  City. 

"Francis  Lee  has  my  total 
support.  Whatever  people 
might  say  to  the  contrary,  I 
can  tell  you  that  be  has  put  a 
great  deal  of  his  personal 
money  into  Manchester  City; 

we  are  talking  in  mill  Inn 
The  club  has  wonderful  sup- 
port and  I can  promise  those 
fans  that  the  vast  majority  of 
the  cash  will  be  used  to  bring 
quality  players  to  Maine 
Road.” 

Through  share  redistribu- 
tion and  the  purchase  of  some 
of  City's  loan  stock,  Boler  is 
estimated  to  have  increased 
his  shareholding  from  13  per 
cent  to  53  per  cent  in  the  past 
72  hours.  Lee  bolds  29.9  per 
cent  and  Swales's  widow 
Brenda  still  has  10  per  cent 

City’s  other  generous  bene- 
factor is  believed  to  be  an- 
other concerned  lifelong  sup- 
porter, John  Wardle.  one  of 
the  men  behind  the  JD  sports- 
wear company. 

At  their  annual  general 
meeting  tomorrow  City  share- 
holders are  expected  to  be 
told  that  Wardle,  like  Boler. 
has  agreed  to  hand  over 
£5  million  with  no  strings  at- 


tached, for  the  time  being  at 
least 

About  £2  million  of  City’s 
windfall  is  likely  to  find  its 
way  straight  to  the  club's 
hankers  to  reduce  an  over- 
draft estimated  at  £15  million, 
so  it  is  unlikely  that  the  care- 
taker manager  Phil  Neal  vQl 
be  sent  on  a pre-Christmas 
shopping  spree. 

Lee  is  more  likely  to  use 
this  windfall  to  tempt  the  for- 
mer Leeds  United  manager 
Howard  Wilkinson.  City 
made  an  informal  approach  to 
Wilkinson  io  days  ago  but  he 
declined  the  offer  of  employ- 
ment for  lack  of  assurances 
about  the  club's  financial 
status. 

Neal  is  expected  to  be  at  the 
helm  for  the  visit  of  Bradford 
City  on  Saturday,  but  that 
afternoon  may  be  his  last  in 
the  job. 

He  seemed  almost  resigned 
to  his  fate  after  Sunday’s  com- 
prehensive defeat  by  Wolver- 
hampton Wanderers,  insist- 
ing that  City  were  a club  in 
turmoil  long  before  he  ar- 
rived in  early  October  as  as- 
sistant to  Steve  Coppell,  who 
resigned  on  November  8 after 
only  33  days  in  charge. 


Why  Boler  the  hunter  can 
afford  a white  elephant 


Ian  King  and  Neil  Robinson  on  Maine 
Road’s  conservation-minded  sugar-daddy 


Stephen  BOLER’s  fi- 
nancial firepower  puts 
him  comfortably 
alongside  football's  leading 
sugar-daddies.  His  total 
wealth  is  conservatively 
put  at  £120  million,  ahead 
of  names  such  as  the  Ever- 
ton  chairman  Peter  John- 
son, the  Middlesbrough 
chairman  Steve  Gibson  and 
Rangers’  owner  David 
Murray. 

Last  year’s  BusinessAge’s 
Rich  500  made  the  53-year- 
old  Mancunian  the  151st- 
wealthiest  man  in  the 
country-  Since  then  he  has 
become  even  richer,  selling 
half  his  stake  in  Limelight, 
the  kitchens  group,  for  an 
estimated  £60  million. 

Should  anyone  wonder 
why  such  a successful  en- 
trepreneur is  bothering  to 
hunt  a white  elephant  like 
Manchester  City.  Boler  is  a 
man  literally  fascinated  by 
big  game,  even  owning  300 
square  miles  of  South  Afri- 
ca's Kalahari  desert  where 


he  runs  a sanctuary  for 
black  rhino. 

Of  course  there  have  been 
rumours  of  major  invest- 
ment in  City  before,  with 
everyone  from  the  Chester 
chairman  Mark  Guterman 
to  the  Gallagher  brothers 
from  Oasis  about  to  spring 
a takeover.  But,  in  Boler. 
City  have  a man  with  cop- 
per-bottomed financial  cre- 
dentials capable  of  doing 
for  Maine  Road  what  the 
late  Matthew  Harding  did 
for  Chelsea. 

The  parallels  are  clear. 
Just  as  Harding,  who  was 
Britain's  89th-rlchest  man. 
traded  on  his  image  as 
archetypal  Chelsea  sup- 
porter. Boler  yesterday  de- 
scribed himself  as  “basi- 
cally a fan  who  wants  to 
use  his  money  to  help  Man- 
chester City”. 

Whereas  Harding  made 
his  fortune  in  insurance. 
Boler  began  his  business 
career  by  helping  found 
Kwik-Flt,  the  car-parts  com- 


pany. He  sold  his  stake  for 
several  million  pounds  in 
1976  and  proceeded  to  make 
another  fl«Hnii«  Hi  Hh>  fur- 
niture business,  setting  up 
his  Kitchens  Direct  opera- 
tion — so  called  because  it 
sold  kitchens  through  direct 
responses  to  newspaper  ad- 
vertisements— in  1982. 

By  1991  Boler  snapped  up 
Dolphin  Bathrooms  and 
Sharps  Bedrooms,  which 
went  to  make  up  Limelight 
together  with  Moben,  an- 
other fitted-kitchens  busi- 
ness, and  Portland,  a con- 
servatories and  windows 
firm  bought  in  1986.  His 
current  stake  in  the  com- 
pany is  worth  £17  million. 

Modi  of  his  time  recently 
has  gone  on  his  game 
reserve.  It  is  called  Tswala, 
which  translates  as  “a  new 
beginning”  — something 
City  have  long  sought. 

However,  there  are  limits 
to  Boler*s  philanthropy  and 
he  is  determined  that 
Tswala  will  one  day  recoup 
the  money  he  has  invested 
in  it.  “I  feel  I have  a moral 
responsibility  to  save  the 
black  rhino  bnt.  if  the 
species  is  to  be  protected  in 


Not  just  a City  boy . . . Boler  has  a Kalahari  game  sanctuary  and  a yen  to  lift  Die  Blues 


perpetuity,  there  has  to  be 
a commercial  element  to 
it,”  he  says.  “1  have  to  find 
a way  of  making  this  pay  in 
50  years’  time.  1 don’t  want 
to  write  a cheque  for  £14 
million  and  have  to  keep 
topping  it  up  each  year.” 

In  Africa  he  offsets  the 
money  invested  in  conser- 
vation by  devoting  one 
third  of  his  land  to  hunting. 


encouraging  tourists  to  pay 
heavily  for  their  sport. 
“Why  deny  that  we  are  in- 
volved?” he  says.  “Hunting 
is  culling  the  surplus  of  the 
species.  I hunt  antelope 
which  are  past  breeding. 
What  I get  for  one  head  can 
buy  me  10  others.  Fm  not 
saying  that  if  Fve  got  a 
problem  Hon  rm  not  going 
to  hunt  it;  it’s  worth 


820,000  and  Td  rather  bank 
the  cheque.  There  is.  no 
stronger  conservationist 
than  I but  I believe  that 
hunting  plays  a vital  com- 
mercial role.” 

For  a man  who  has  com- 
pletely transformed  a part 
of  the  African  landscape, 
revitalising  Manchester 
City  may  not  prove  too 
daunting. 


Rovers  renew 
Eriksson  chase 


Ian  Ross 


lLACKBURN  ROVERS 
ihope  to  announce  Sven 
'Goran  Eriksson  as 
their  manager  before 
Christmas. 

Only  a week  alter  tbe 
Swede  said  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  resigning  as  Samp- 
dor  la  coach  to  move  to  Ewood 
Park,  he  has  reopened  negoti- 
ations with  Blackburn  — in- 
deed, he  is  rumoured  to  have 
visited  England  this  week  to 
discuss  personal  terms  with 
the  Blackburn  chairman  Rob- 
ert Coar. 

Eriksson  is  in  the  last  few 
months  of  a six-year  contract 
with  the  Italian  club,  which 
he  is  not  seeking  to  renew. 

Arsenal  have  sent  the  FA  a 
video  of  Saturday's  2-1  win  at 
Newcastle  and  confirmed  that 
they  want  the  referee  Graham 
Barber  to  review  his  sending- 
off  of  their  captain  Tony  Ad- 
ams after  his  challenge  on 
Alan  Shearer. 

Steve  Coppell,  who  resigned 
as  Manchester  City’s  man- 
ager after  33  days,  has 
returned  to  Crystal  Palace  In 
a part-time  capacity,  mainly 
involving  scouting. 

Northern  Ireland’s  World 


Cup  qualifier  with  Albania 
will  go  ahead  as  scheduled  in 
Belfast  on  Saturday  week 
after  Fife  lifted  its  indefinite 
suspension  of  the  eastern 
European  country  when 
national  FA  officials  were 
reinstated. 

Dario  Gradi.  England’s 
longest-serving  manager,  has 
agreed  a new  10-year  contract 
with  Crewe.  Gradi.  who  has 
been  in  charge  there  since 
1983,  will  stay  until  2007. 

Kilmarnock,  struggling  in 
the  Scottish  Premier  Div- 
ision. have  sacked  their  man- 
ager Alex  Totten,  who  was  in 
his  third  year  with  the  club. 

• Sheffield  United  threw 
down  the  gauntlet  to  the  First 
Division  leaders  Bolton  last 
night  with  a 3-1  win  over 
Huddersfield  despite  conced- 
ing a I4fo-minute  goal  when 
opening  into  a fierce  wind, 
writes  Paul  Fitzpatrick. 

But  Sandford  levelled  on  34 
minutes  with  a crisp  dose- 
range  header,  and  four  min- 
utes later  Patterson  seized  on 
a goalkeeper's  fumble  to  score 
his  first  goal  of  the  season  as 
United  turned  round  2-1  up. 
A third  goal  on  the  hour  by 
David  White  clinched  tbe 
points  for  United,  who  have  a 
game  In  hand  on  Bolton. 
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Premiership:  Middlesbrough  0,  Leicester  City  2 


Samba  silent  as  Boro  slip  up  again 


George  Caulldn 


THE  Brazilian  beach  to 
which  Bryan  Robson 
threatens  to  banish  the 
errant  Emerson  for  the  rest  of 
his  playing  days  must  have 
looked  mighty  Inviting  to  his 
shell-shocked  Middlesbrough 
team  last  zdghL 
Buffeted  by  wind,  rain  and 
a brace  of  Leicester  goals 
against  the  run  at  play,  their 
wait  for  a Premiership  vic- 
tory now  stretches  almost  to 
three  months.  Summer’s  op- 
timism is  but  a hazy  memory. 

For  the  first  time  in  a tax- 
ing season,  Robson  fielded  a 
team  without  a South  Ameri- 
can in  its  ranks.  With  Emer- 
son awol,  Branco  long  de- 
parted and  Juninho  injured 
there  was  an  inevitable  air  of 


Results 


absent  friends  hanging  over 
proceedings. 

Half  a dozen  first-team  stal- 
warts were  also  unavailable 
and  it  was  left  to  a largely 
home-grown  bunch  to  provide 
the  magic  and  muscle  capable 
of  arresting  a a winless 
league  run  of  nine  games. 

Phil  Stamp  frequently 
pushed  up  to  augment  his  for- 
wards and  Ravanelli  gave 
him  an  early  chance  to  open 
the  scoring,  but  a clumsy  fin- 
ish to  the  Italian’s  delightful 
flick  left  much  to  be  desired. 

Both  teams’  demeanour 
reflected  their  precarious 
habitat  near  the  foot  of  the 
table;  even  for  early  Decem- 
ber this  was  the  stuff  of  rele- 
gation cliche.  Clearances 
were  scrambled,  tackles  were 
X-rated  and  shots  snatched. 

Most  of  the  latter  came 


Soccer 
UEFA  CUP 

Third  round,  second  leg 

BeMktan  2,  Valencia  2 (M:  Mfc  Karlen*- 
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from  Middlesbrough,  who 
with  cooler  heads  could  have 
established  a significant  ad- 
vantage. A sweeping  one- 
touch  movement  Involving 
Fleming,  Ravanelli  and  an  in- 
telligent through-header  from 
Stamp  demanded  just  that, 
but  Hignett  burled  his  shot 
blindly  into  Keller's  midriff. 

City's  United  States  inter- 
national keeper  dealt  equally 
nonchalantly  with  a Long- 
range  Ravanelli  free-kick,  but 
had  to  make  a more  urgent 
intervention  from  the  boot  of 
the  excellent  Stamp,  whose 
shot  from  distance  flashed 
through  a thicket  of  defend- 
ers. Keller,  with  precious  lit- 
tle time  to  react,  made  an  ex- 
cellent low  save. 

It  was  against  this  wave  of 
sustained  home  pressure  that 
Leicester,  typically,  took  tbe 


Second  Division 
POSTPONm  Clyde  v Stranraer. 

Third  DMsloa 

Irvtate  *17.  Dwyer  70  ***"™  ^277 

POSTPOtWD,  Cowdenbeath  v Porter. 

PA  VASBr  Beeaed  i— k All  matches 


verhempton  1.  Aston  Villa  4. 

Rugby  Union 


25.  Nealh  4 
cum  HATCH:  Newbury  23.  The  Army  12. 

Goff 

AHBOCAM  EXPRESS  QUALIFYING 
(La  Mongol:  Leedfeg  test- 
(SB/Ire  untoes  staled): 
M E Bowman  (UQ.  70  C 
Seta*  (FT).  71  K Andersun  (Swe);  V 
Sansrud  [NQrfc  a Tones  (Arg).  72  H Hop- 
kins (Auaj-  L Ericsson  [Swe];  l Macon)  m; 
L Oermoffi  K Starr  (HZ).  North  Ctatu 
es  u-j  Rouleau  (Can).  OS  m-t  Ptstotot 
(Fr).  TO  T Eokln.  71  p Gonzalez  (Calk  L 
Hod  (Ewe):  L Educate:  S Martin  (US).  72  e 
RufxSS.  C Ortfi  (G*ti  M HtfOtom  (Swe); 
AC  Rynnan  (Swe):  J Lee  (US). 

Tennis 

GRAND  SLAM  TOURNAMENT  (Uunkdi): 
FkM  rant  r llinraen  (SB)  M U Stfcb 
(Ger)  8-3,  B-3,2  Barber  (Oar)  « J SW- 
tenberg  (Ausj  H.B-2W  Wsehtegtaw 
(US)  bt  R Krn)icaft  fNstti)  6-1.  B-3;  J Cou- 
rt* (US)  ta  U Rooeet  (Swttz)  7-5.  *3. 

American  Football 

NPL*  Bon  Francisco  34.  ABanta  10. 

Basketball 

NBAi  Toronto  100.  Houston  89;  Orlando 
102.  Danas  loa  (of):  Utah  107.  Charictta  87. 

Bowls 

CM  SCOTTISH  MASTERS  (Coo&ridM): 
n—rter  Itolei  o BoOetteos  (Scot)  t*  J 
Price  (Wales)  3-7.  7-0.  7-r.  A Thaw 
(Eng)  M R Corate  (Scot)  7-1. 6-7,  7-2. 


lead.  Fine  work  from  Lennon 
brought  a juicy  cross  that  left 
the  unmarked  Steve  Qaridge 
the  simple  task  of  nodding 
Into  goal 

If  that  left  foe  home  crowd 
bemused,  the  second  blow 
that  followed  moments  after 
the  resumption  provoked 
mere  silence.  Parker  spurned 
foe  penalty  area  with  a short, 
square  free-kick  that  found 
Muzzy  Izzet  in  acres  of  space, 
and  the  City  wing-back 
reacted  with  aplomb  with  a 
blistering  drive  from  all  of  25 
yards.  Walsh  barely  moved  as 
it  fizzed  past  him. 

MMdtoebrettghs  Welsh:  Cox.  Whyte. 
Moore  (Summerbell.  38ml n|.  Fleming. 
Mustoe,  Beck.  Sterrg*,  Htgnett.  RffvanaOT. 
Morris  CR  ortofL  80). 

Itlrwlu  C8f  KoOsr.  Grayson.  Prior, 
Wens.  Marshall,  izzet,  Lennon,  Taylor 
(Lawrence.  88).  Porker.  Ctartdge.  Mesfcey 
(Campbell,  61). 

Men**  P Alcsck  (Redblll). 


Cricket 

TOUR  MATCH  (Manuka):  Australian  Copt- 
« Territory  216  (P  J Solway  88.  Such 
5r£S)antf53)(MGa/rfqrdn,MRJVIafettS 
68;  Hallioake  *-27}  EncWtnd  A 408  (A 
McGram  MB.  a Chappie  68no,  C While  S3; 
Smith  6-81)  and  123-6.  Match  drawn. 
TOUR  HATCH  (Nagpur);  South  AlriCO 
384-S  (H  Gibbs  2DOoo,  D Crookes  78.  H 
Crorpo  33:  Gonesh  3-881. 
eilPHIIPl.llll  SERES:  Pinal  day:  Pre- 
toria! Natal  380  and  261-8  dec.  Northerns 
121  and  214  <R  Richardson  SB,  M Rfndd 
».  Pollock  5-48).  Natal  won  by  286  now. 
■unfuiiakii  Western  Province  **6. 
Free  Stale  280  and  486-2  (BOOM  Dtppen- 
aor  151  no.  L WUkonaon  ISOno,  G LfeOen- 
bwg  81.  DJordaon  80).  Match  drawn.  Pert 
Midwh  Eastern  Province  478-8  dec 
and  186-3  dec.  Griquetond  West  268  ana 
308  (8  Banksnstofn  68.  W Dry  SB;  Loire 
4-38.  Shew  4-87).  Eastern  Province  won 
by  89  runs. 

Squash 

MAHIKMA  IHTBRHATIOHAL  (Bom- 
6eyfc  Use  and  i-ooodb  H Bytes  (Aus)  bt  J 
Power  (Con)  15-13.  16-12.  16-&  P toy 
oni  (Or)  DC  D Harris  (Big)  8-15.  15-8. 
12-15. 16-73, 16-8;  H Cairn*  (Eng)  HO  El 
Boroksny  (Egypt)  13-13.  15-12.  15-11;  D 
Ryan  (Ira)  H C Wnpnk*  (SA)  13-15. 15-10. 
IB-6.  15-13. 


Fixtures 

(730  untass  stated) 

Soccer 

EUROPEAN  CUP  CHAMPIONS* 
irtoHlEr  droop  Aa  Auxerre  v Rangers: 
CC  Zurich  v Ajst  ftettw  Eh  A3*6«  Ma- 
drid » Wldzew  Lode  Bormi  Dortmund  v 
Steaua  Buchanct.  Qrowp  es  Juuonus  v 
FcnertaiKa;  Rapid  Vienna  * Man  UM. 

O*  AC  Milan  * Rosenborg  BK  IFK 
□Mhenburg  v FC  Pom. 

PA  CARLBta  PRSHBRSMPi  Areensl  v 
Southampton  (7.45);  west  Ham  v Aston 
Villa  ffriSL 

KATtOKWIDB  LEMniWBhUaa 

Steke  v Ql  Briton  (745). 

SCOTTISH  LEAOUEi  Seocod  UNI  Hen 
Hamilton  y BrecMn. 

FA  VA1A  Tennml  rate  TTvertan  Tn  v 
Bd efero. 


Champions  League,  Group  C 

Rapid  Vienna  v Manchester  United 

United  riding 
Ryan  express 
to  beat  Rapid 


David  Lacey  In  Vienna 


Manchester  uni- 
ted will  put  their 
feith  in  Ryan  Giggs 
in  the  Ernst  Happel 
Stadium  here  tonight  while 
hoping  that  their  trust  In  Ju- 
ventus  is  not  misplaced.  Tbe 
stronger  the  smell  of  roast 
turkey  from  Turin,  the 
greater  United’s  chances  of 
reaching  foe  knockout  stage 
of  foe  European  Cup  will  be. 

To  become  the  first  English 
team  to  quality  for  the  quar- 
ter-finals since  foe.  tourna- 
ment was  reorganised  as  a 
television  spectacular.  United 
must  get  a better  result 
against  Rapid  Vienna  than 
Fenerbahce  achieve  in  foe 
Stadio  dene  Alpi.  At  foe  mo- 
ment foe  Turkish  champions 
are  keeping  them  out  of 
second  place  by  a point 
A draw  here  and  a home 
win  in  Turin  would  bring 
United  and  Fenerbahce  level, 
with  United  going  through  on 
foe  strength  of  their  2-0  vic- 
tory in  Istanbul  as  opposed  to 
foe  1-0  Turkish  triumph  at 
Old  Trafford.  But  with  Juven- 
tus  already  having  won  foe 
group.  United  cannot  count 
on  Fenerbahce  being  beaten. 

Marcello  Lippi,  foe  Juven- 
tus  coach,  has  assured  Alex 
Ferguson  that  his  team  will 
play  to  win.  But  Juventus 
have  just  completed  an  ardu- 
ous fortnight  and  have  a 
likely  quarter-final  against 
Milan  And  Lippi  has  seven 
players  on  yellow  cards,  in- 
cluding his  goalkeeper  Pe- 
ruzzi,  the  midfielder  Des- 
champs  and  his  leading 
scorer  Boksic. 

Though  Fenerbahce  are  un- 
likely to  win  in  Turin,  a draw 
is  not  out  of  foe  question. 
United,  therefore,  have  to 
beat  Rapid,  who  are  out  of  the 
equation,  to  give  themselves 
the  best  chance  of  going 
through  to  meet  Porto,  the 
runaway  Group  D winners. 

To  this  end  Feiguson  will 
field  what  passes  for  his 
strongest  side  right  now.  with 
Giggs  in  a wide  mirifipiri  posi- 
tion and  Cantona  and  Sols- 
kjaer  up  front  Given  Can- 
tona’s poor  tons  in  European 


ties.  United  will  look  to  foe 
speed  and  control  of  Giggs  to 
vmravel  Rapid’s  defence. 

“Ryan  Giggs  has  so  much 
pace.”  Solskjaer  said  yester- 
day. “and  you  have  to  have 

quick  players  in  Europe.’  Un- 
wittingly foe  young  Norwe- 
gian had  put  his  finger  on  the 
principal  reason  for  Can- 
tona's continued  fellure  on 
these  occasions,  although  foe 
Frenchman  did  begin  to  look 
foe  part  in  Istanbul. 

As  indeed  did  foe  United 
team  as  a whole.  As  Ferguson 
recafied:  “We  played  really 
patiently,  in  the  first  half  we 
were  in  no  hurry,  and  then  in 
foe  second  we  showed  the 
speed  to  get  forward. 

“There’s  an  element  of  cat 
Rnd  mouse  in  these  games. 
You  want  to  see  what  the 
other  team  can  do,  you  don’t 
want  to  do  anything  silly 
yourselves,  you  want  to  get 
your  passing  right  get  a feel 
of  the  game  and  get  confidence 
on  the  ball.  This  can  help  us  In 
the  later  stages  of  a mateh.” 

United  need  to  reproduce  a 
mixture  of  the  controlled  ag- 
gression that  brought  them 
success  in  Istanbul  and  foe 
passion  that  nearly  saved 
rtipm  against  Juventus  In  foe 
second  half  at  Old  Trafford. 

Ferguson  seemed  to  be  in  a 
girrm  mood  when  United  ar- 
rived here  yesterday.  “I  can’t 
think  about  foe  other  game,” 
he  insisted.  ‘Tm  focusing  on 
what  we’re  doing.  Inevitably 
well  get  to  know  what’s  hap- 
pening in  Turin  but  I don’t 
want  to  hear  it 

“Having  Palllster  and  Giggs 
back  gives  us  a fair  balance, 
especially  at  the  back.  1 think 
that's  important" 

Rapid  can  hardly  be  as  poor 
as  they  were  in  losing  2-0  at 
Old  Trafford.  Ivanov,  their 
Bulgarian  sweeper,  can  be  ex- 
pected to  get  at  least  one  de- 
cent free-kick  on  target  They 
have  a defender.  Lesiafc,  sus- 
pended but  otherwise  will 
field  much  the  same  side. 


_ (probable):  Kansal;  ftmnov, 

Jovanavlc.  SchoBel.  Pros  on  IK.  Herat, 
Zlngler.  Ratajczyk.  Kuhbauor.  Wagner 
Sugar. 

Man  oti  eater  United  (probable): 
Schmelchai:  G Neville.  May,  Palilaier. 
Irwin,  Beckham,  Bolt,  Koine.  Giggs, 
Cantona.  Soloigaer. 

HoforeM  L SanOefl  (Swe). 


Group  A:  Auxerre  v Rangers 

Rangers  and  nervousness 
bar  French  path  to  glory 


Patrick  Glenn  In  Auxerre 


THE  normal  combativeness 
iff  foe  Champions  League 
may  be  hard  to  find  at  foe 
Abbe  Deschamps  Stadium 
tonight,  when  a French  team 
who  do  not  have  to  win  enter- 
tain Scottish  opponents  Indif- 
ferent about  foe  result 
It  is  a prospect  causing 
anxiety  in  Guy  Roux,  the  58- 
year-old  coach  who  has 
moulded  Auxerre  into  im- 
probable champions  of 
France  after  35  years. 

Roux’s  team  need  only  a 
draw  with  Rangers  to  reach 
the  last  eight  of  foe  European 
Cop.  Even  if  Ajax  also  draw 
in  Switzerland  against  Grass- 
hopper Zorich.  Auxerre  will 
quality  by  virtue  of  their  su- 
perior goal-power  in  beating 
Ajax  2-1  last  month  after  los- 
ing to  foe  Dutch  champions 
1-0  in  September. 

Auxerre’s  own  edginess 
may  be  a bigger  problem  than 
Rangers.  Roux  was  under- 
standably guarded  yesterday 
when  discussing  the 
possibilities. 

*‘We  know  a draw  is 
enough,"  he  said,  "but  it 

nrakwa  US  UQSUre  Of  hOW  tO  ap- 


UNWOMO  LHAAUI:  First  DhMm 
Farafey  Cattle  r Eastwood  Tn. 
tow  TOM  I 

Rboon. 


Accrington  Stanley  v 


BiiUngnam 
Syn  v BDIfngttam  Trr.  Crook  Tn  v Bedttng- 
ton  Ter  Dunoon  FB  « Saaham  RS;  Even- 
wood  Tn  v Northallerton;  Whitby  Tn  v Mor- 
peth Tn. 


Mom  eameroe  v SaHord  C:  St  Hatons  Tn  v 

Blackpool  Rvra.  Raw  Tropbyi  Becanu 
itew*  Penrtm  v Halker  OB. 

■own— I nnlffl  HAST  LMAGUfc 
ftimltr  miWuni  Sheffield  v AsMlaM 
Old. 

(cmomx  onacr  mour  w—, 

Otetakiii:  Bedew eH  UM  v Wostbury  Uttt 
^Islington  v Bristol  MF. 

PorniMB  UMHB  (741);  Pi— tor  Me- 
totowi  Birmingham  v Mon  ua  (7.19)  Uwer. 
pool  v Derby;  Shed  Wed  v Tranmera  Rm 
OlvUtent  Sheri  Utfl  v Hudde  rati  eld. 
Tennito  Wiieiuni  Cerltele  * Shrewsbury; 
Stockport  v Man  C (&46)  Barnsley  v Bran- 
tort  C.  TIM  DhMwz  wigan  v Darling, 
ton.  I— —a  to(t  G nra>  Tm,  Scan, 
ttorough  v York. 

AVON  mSUHAKCS  COMBWATlOMi 

1 eemrs  bto  Baunwmouth  v Southamp- 
ton; w«fert  v qpr. 

Rugby  Union 

TOUR  HATCH!  Combined  Services  v Ar- 
BOOVna  (6 A Rectory.  Plymouth):  Lotoeft- 
ler/Northampton  v Western  Samoa 
Meeeier);  Pontypridd  « Queensland  (7.0). 
MPIWTATIVa  HATCtb  Ebbw  Vale 
vWefehlnvXV. 

cum  MATCM&S.  Bedford  v RAF;  Pfyn^ 
J*  * Bridgewater:  Sale  v Loughborough 
SMO  fT.lSfc  London  Irtsn  » Brunei  Unhrer- 
% mneeton  v Hugby. 

HART  OIL-ORB  POUR  COUNT  IKS 
CHAMPtOHDUHi  Gtr  Birmingham  * Der- 
byshire (Moseley). 

CUn  peel  2B>  Sara- 
cens v Treoteny. 

Basketball 

-IROCUP  POR  UNI  Pbal  Mite.  Lon- 
tkm  v Podgorioa  (8JJL 

Ice  Hockey 

nunm  UAGUE!  iOngeton  v Tettort 


proach  the  game.  Rangers 
have  to  prove  to  people  they 
are  not  as  poor  a team  as  their 
defeats  in  the  first  four  Cham- 
pions League  games  suggest” 

The  Rangers  manager  Wal- 
ter Smith  admitted  that  the 
£500,000  win  bonus  was  one 
incentive,  but  he  said:  “There 
are  others.  We  have  our  good 
form  to  maintain  as  we  have 
some  vital  fixtures  coming  up 
in  the  league.  There  are  play- 
ers coming  into  foe  team  and 
they'll  want  to  show  they 
should  stay  there." 

It  may  come  down  to  sur- 
vival of  foe  fittest  Both  dubs 
have  been  seriously  hit  by  in- 
juries and  Rangers  are  also 
without  foe  suspended  Paul 
Gascoigne. 

Roux  yesterday  lost  his  cap- 
tain,  the  midfielder  Lamo  11- 
chi,  to  injury  but  he  is  com- 
pensated by  the  return  to  foe 
defence  of  Silvestre  and  to  the 
attack  of  Laslandes. 

Smith  too  has  a slight  doubt 
about  bis  captain  Richard 
Gough,  - recovering  from  a 
knock  against  Aberdeen. 

Aoxarre  (probable):  Cool:  Danjou. 
Sltvemre.  Rebartoony.  Gome.  SBileraM. 
VtoJoau.  HiveL  Laslandes.  Mari  si  Lupsul. 
Hanger*  (probable):  Goram;  Shields, 
Panic,  Gougn.  Moore.  Robertson.  Miner. 
Ferguson.  Mtfrmea.  McCoieL  Anderson 
(or  Van  Vossenj. 


Sport  in  brief 

Swimming 

Dawn  Fraser,  59.  foe  Austra- 
lian who  won  the  100m  free- 
style in  three  successive 
Olympics,  was  “stable  and 
satisfactory"  yesterday  after 
a suspected  heart  attack. 

Motor  Racing 

Ligier  have  signed  foe  Japa- 
nese driver  Shinji  Nakano,  25, 
for  the  1997  Formula  One  sea- 
son to  partner  Olivier  Panis. 

Cricket 

Nottinghamff'Mrp  have  ap- 
pointed Derbyshire’s  Steve 
Birks  as  head  groundsman 
after  Frank  Dalling’s  decision 
to  step  down  after  one  year. 

Snooker 

Geoff  Foulds,  previously  vice- 
chaiiman,  was  yesterday  ap- 
pointed WPBSA  chairman  in 
succession  to  John  Spencer, 
who  resigned  last  month. 

Athletics 

The  BAF  is  expected  to  agree 
at  Sunday’s  egm  to  two  afo- 
letes  instead  of  the  current 
one  serving  on  its  council. 
unites  Dunam  Mackay. 

Rugby  League 

Karl  Fairhank,  33,  has  retired 
a^r  more  foan  300  games  for 
nraatonL  He  won  16  GB  caps. 
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Tennis 

Stephen  BieHey  in  Munich  sees  the  British  No.  1 earn  more  than  tie  did  in  ail  1 995  by  beating  Michaet  Stich  in  the  Grand  Slam  Cup 


Henman 


Cashing  in . . . Henman  on  his  way  to  victory  oeiher  enduchhj 


THE  pavements  here, 
or  the  floor  of  the 
Olympiahalle,  are 
truly  paved  with 
gold.  Barely  24  hours 
after  stepping  off  a plane  from 
London  Tim  Henman,  by 
beating  Germany's  Michael 
Stich  6-3,  6-3  in  the  first 
round  of  the  Grand  Slam  Cup 
yesterday  lunchtime,  guaran- 
teed himself  $262,500 
(£1584250).  Nice  work  if  you 
can  get  it 

Not  that  everybody  wants 
it  Pete  Sampras,  Michael 
Chang,  Todd  WnrHni  Thomas 
Muster  and,  yesterday, 
Thomas  Enqvist  all  decided 
for  various  reasons  to  stay 
away.  Enqvist  no  doubt  ex- 
hausted by  the  weekend's 
Davis  Cup  exertions,  has  been 
replaced  by  Spain's  Alex  Cor- 
retja, the  man  who  took  Sam- 


pras to  the  limit  at  Flushing 
Meadow  this  year. 

On  the  face  of  It  a tourna- 
ment which  pays  out  total 
prize-money  of  $6  million 
ought  to  be  too  attractive  for 
anyone  to  miss.  Instead  the 
Grand  Slam  Cup  lends  credi- 
bility to  the  adage  that  money 
cannot  buy  you  everything. 

What  is  even  worse  than 
them  failing  to  turn  up  Is  the 
realisation  that  many  who 
manage  to  don  shirts  and 
shorts  stay  just  long  enough 
to  pocket  the  first-round  los- 
er's cheque  for  $100,000. 

Inevitably  the  opening 
matches  have  an  air  of  unre- 
ality. There  Is  no  such  thing 
as  an  upset  so  MaliVai  Wash- 
ington's victory  over  Richard 
Krajicek,  a repeat  of  the  Wim- 
bledon final,  was  of  no  signifi- 
cance whatsoever.  This  was 


no  grudge  return.  Just  a 
means  to  an  end  for.  the 
Dutchman,  who  lost  6-1,  6-&. 
There  was  not  even  a streaker 
to  liven  things  up. 

Next  week  Krajicek  eaters 
hospital  for  a knee  operation. 
Here,  thanks  to  the  $250,000 
bonus  paid  to  winners  of  the 
Australian  Open,  Roland  Gar- 
ros, Wimbledon  or  Flushing 
Meadow,  he  picked  up 
$350,000  for  46  minutes  of 
dross  — or  $126  a second. 

This  could  not  be  said  of 
Henman's  match,  for  the  Brit- 
ish No.  1 recaptured  much  of 
the  sparkle  and  quality  he 
showed  at  Wimbledon  and  the 
US  Open,  noticeably  an  his 
backhand  which  he  regularly 
scudded  past  Stich. 

‘Tim  was  very  good.  He 
didn't  wairft  many  mistakes 
and  gave  me  a real  hard 


time,"  said  the  German  No.  2, 
who  won  this  ervent  four  years 
ago.  Hwiman  will  next  play 
Washington,  a match  he  is 
well  capkble  of  winning. 

The  British  No.  1,  who  had 
not  played  since  winning  his 
home  title  at  Telford  last 
month,  practised  for  go  min- 
utes with  Jim  Courier  on 
Monday  and  was  understand- 
ably delighted  that  he  had  hit 
the  ball  so  well  yesterday. 
Courier  clearly  benefited  too, 
defeating  Switzerland’s  Marc 
Rosset  7-5, 6-2. 

With  this  one  victory,  in  63 
minutes,  Henman  won  more 
prize-money  than  for  the' 
whole  of  1995,  an  indication  of 
how  much  hla  life  has 
changed.  “But  it  was  not  as  if 


I was  focused  on  the  money, 
he  said.  ‘Tve  said  it  often 
enough  but  tennis  Is  more  my 


hobby  than  my,  occupation.’*' 
■■ This  Is  not  strictly  true  but 
Henman  is  at  a stage  in  his 
development  when  the  win- 
ning of  tournaments  and 
titles  is  paramount  rather 

than  a bulging  hanlc  halanre, 

although  obviously  the  two 

are  Intertwined..  ! 

Stich,  when  he  loses,  is 
given  to  blaming  everybody 
and  everything  other  than 
himself.  On  this  occasion 
there  were  no  real  excuses 
although  his  injured  right 
shoulder  is  not  100  per  cent 
"The  only  way  I. could  test  it 
was  by  playing  but  Tim  was 
very  fast  and  I was  always 
half  a step  too  slow." 

The  German,  like  many 
players  and  observers  of  the 
game,  believes  Henman  has 
the  potential  to  get  close  to 
the  top.  “But  there  are  no 


guarantees.  He  is  very  tal- 
ented. It  now  depends  on  how 
he  reacts  to  the  various  pres- 
sures.” Henman's  first  serve, 
powerful  as  it  has  become, 
remains  erratic  but  -his 
returns  yesterday  were  often 
of  exceptional  quality.  He 
failed  to  capitalise  an  two 
break  points  early  on  but 
went  on  to  hail  Stich's  serve 
twice  to  the  first  set 
There  were  few  signs  of  the 

Rmrwn  lifting  hta  ganw  there- 

after  apart  from  a couple  of 
mighty  forehands.  So,  when 
Henman  broke  him  again  mid- 


way through  the  second  set, 
the  result  was  inevitable. 

Boris  Becker’s  defeat  of 
Australia’s  Jason  Stoltenberg 
was  almost  inevitable  from 
the  start  He  won  6-3, 6-2  and 
it  really  would  have  been  a 
shock  if  he  had  lost 


CRICKET 


Tour  matches:  Mashonaland  v England  XI 

England  brought 
low  by  the  vicar’s 
son  from  Sussex 


David  Hopps  In  Harare 


AMONG  the  many 
innovations  that 
David  Lloyd  has  in- 
troduced to  try  to 
rejuvenate  English  cricket  — 
dressing-room  maxims,  Chur- 
chill speeches  and  fitness 
camps,  to  mention  but  three 
— he  has  yet  to  tuns  to  the 
power  of  prayer,  but  that 
might  seem  his  best  option 
today  after  another  humbling 
experience  at  the  start  of  the 
Zimbabwe  tour. 

England's  latest  setback 
came  at  the  hands  of  James 
Kirtley,  son  of  a Sussex  vicar, 
and  the  fact  that  he  was  from 
their  own  parish  did  not 
the  experience  any  more  pal- 
atable. When  you  are  strug- 
gling to  remember  which  end 
of  the  bat  to  hold,  being  given 
the  runaround  by  a fringe 
county  player  is  about  as  em- 
barrassing as  it  gets. 

Not  that  Kirtley  is  a fool: 
far  from  It  He  had  an  auspi- 
cious debut  season  for  Sussex 
Last  summer  and  is  blessed 
with  a consistent  outswlnger, 
but  four  cheap  wickets  yester- 
day for  Mashonaland.  which 
left  England  fortunate  to  fin- 
ish a rain-disrupted  first  day 
on  175  for  nine,  hardly 
seemed  a divine  Intervention. 
England  had  reasonably 
■ blamed  rustiness  for  their 
i defeat  in  a one-day  match 
\ against  a President's  XI  on 
I the  same  ground  on  Sunday, 
1 but  with  only  two  four-day 
\ matches  before  the  first  Test 
\ they  can  no  longer  take 
\ refuge  in  that  excuse.  Such 
is  the  shortage  of  prep- 
aration time  that  they  have 
already  confirmed  their  in- 
tended Test  side,  to  allow  the 
preferred  XI  maximum  play- 
ing opportunity. 

That  such  practice  is  sorely 
needed  was  underlined  as 
England  collapsed  to  seven 
for  three,  Kirtley  dismissing 


Atherton  and  Hussain  in  his 
first  three  overs,  and  again  to 
94  for  seven  before  Robert 
Croft's  unbeaten  66  displayed 
overdue  resourcefulness. 

Discovering  Kirtley  bowl- 
ing for  Mashonaland  invited 
the  suspicion  that  he  might 
have  some  Zimbabwe  ances- 
try. Not  a bit  of  it  he  had  sim- 
ply approached  Grant  Flower, 
the  Zimbabwe  opener  who 
was  playing  dub  cricket  in 
Sussex  last  summer,  and  in- 
quired about  the  possibility  of 
wintering  in  Zimbabwe  to  be 
near  the  England  team. 

In  Kirtley’s  most  optimistic 
moments  he  imagined  that 
bis  proximity  to  England 
might  be  worth  a spot  of  net 
bowling,  a learning  session  in 
the  bar.  and  the  chance  to 
relax  In  the  sun  and  watch 
some  Test  cricket 

Instead  he  was  called  up 
from  his  club,  St  George's,  for 
his  Mashonaland  debut  in  the 
Logan  Cup  last  week,  took 
seven  wickets  in  the  match, 
and  was  a late  replacement 
yesterday  when  Eddo  Bran- 
des  withdrew  with  a finger  in- 
jury. He  ran  In  with  verve  all 
day  and  was  further  rewarded 
with  the  tail-end  wickets  of 
Gough  and  Mullally. 

Atherton's  faith  that  Eng- 
land will  benefit  from  their 
extensive  rest  is  being  sorely 
tested.  In  the  nets  the  captain 
has  found  even  the  physio- 
therapist Wayne  Morton  un- 
playable, and  yesterday  he 
barely  survived  his  first  ball, 
a confident  lbw  shout  from 
Kirtley,  before  steering  to  the 
wicketkeeper  the  third  deliv- 
ery he  faced. 

The  Kookaburra  ball  swung 
for  the  first  hour  on  a humid 
morning  and  both  Stewart, 
against  the  left-armer  Brian 
Strang,  and  Hussain  dragged 
balls  on  to  their  stumps  when 
they  were  seeking  to  play  no 
shot  England  had  aggravated 
their  problems  with  two  run- 
outs; Knight's  departure, 


after  Thorpe  had  refused  a 
third,  left  the  top  four  with  11 
runs  between  them,  and  the 
loss  of  Crawley,  after  Croft 
had  shunned  a tight  single 
into  the  off  side,  added  to  the 
sense  of  waste. 

Thorpe  was  more  steadfast 
than  most,  reaching  35  before 
he  forced  Matambanadzo  into 
the  off  side,  where  Houghton 
clung  to  a low  catch.  This  was 
Darlington  Matambanadzo; 
his  elder  brother  Everton,  the 
Test  bowler,  has  damaged  in- 
tercostal ligament!  and  fa 
likely  to  be  out  for  the  rest  of 
the  season. 

A lunch-time  storm  inter- 
rupted play  for  more  than  2'A 
hours,  and  the  longer  Croft  is 
allowed  to  dwell  upon  a pre- 
dicament the  deeper  he  digs 
his  heels  in.  Not  for  the  first 
time  in  his  short  England 
career  such  cussedness 
served  his  side  well 

He  was  dropped  at  extra 
cover  off  Kirtley  — the  shot 
instead  took  him  to  his  half- 
century  — but  he  rounded  off 
matters  with  England’s  only 
flourish,  striking  14  off  four 
balls  from  Brian  Strang,  in- 
cluding a straight  six,  before 
he  marched  from  the  field  at 
the  first  inkling  of  bad  light. 

BMOLAND  XI 


FMMngt 


N V Knight  iui  out 

•M  A' Atherton  cDJR  Campbell 

Q P Thorpe  e Houghton 

D Gough  c □ J R Campbell  b Kkbey 
A R Cuddle*  c D J R Campbell 

a 

Extra*  (B»4.  *>3.  i*6) 

13 

Total  (lor  0.  62  oners) 1TB 

PaB  el  vfeketai  3. 4.  7. 27,  S3.  88,  94, 1», 

1*5. 

■— Jaw  Kirtley  19-2-W-*;  B C Strang 
16-5M9-1;  Brant  6-1-20-1:  p a Strain 
13-5-34-0:  Mattmbanadzo  8-0-34-1. 
HASHOHALAMDi  □ L Houstton,  3 VCar- 
Hato,  O w Flower.  ‘A  D H Campbell,  to  J R 
Campbell,  C B wiohflrt,  D MauuidjoiuKloj. 
P A Strang.  B C Strang.  Q B Brant  R J 
Kirtley. 

Unpkra  K Kanjee  and  D Kabul. 


Hollioake 

leaving  them  on  84  for  five, 
and  Michael  Vaughan  res- 
ponded to  his  demotion  to 
No.  6 with  three  fours  which 
left  24  more  runs  needed  off 
the  last  two  overs. 

But  when  Vaughan  could 
take  only  a single  off  the  pen- 
ultimate ball  of  the  last  over, 
Warren  Hegg  bad  to  score  six 
off  the  last:  and  even  the  hero 
of  so  many  Lancashire  run- 
chases  could  not  manage  that 

“It  was  up  there  with  the 
most  frustrating  day  of  my 
career.”  Hollioake  said.  “As  a 
captain  you  get  days  where 
you  try  things  and  they  work; 
today  everything  we  tried 
didn't  work.”  In  retrospect  he 
thought  that  he  should  have 
opened  with  his  spinners  be- 
fore Ian  Garrity  and  Darryie 
MacDonald  had  time  to  settle. 


Australian  Capital  Territory  v England  A 

Slow  pitch  finally  frustrates 


Andy  Wilson  in  Canberra 


ENGLAND  A ended  the 
least  instructive  and  mast 
frustrating  section  of  their 
tour  to  date  with  a disappoint- 
ing draw,  because  of  a slow 
pitch  which  disguised  the  lim- 
itations of  the  home  team. 

It  took  the  tourists  almost 
five  hours  and  80  overs  to 
take  the  six  wickets  that 
remained  when  Australian 
Capital  Territory  resumed 
their  second  innings  on  140 
for  four;  only  15  overs  were 
left  to  score  129  for  victory. 

That  was  always  unlikely 
on  such  a huge  ground  and  on 
a pitch  which  hindered  any 
attempt  to  score  quickly. 

The  captain  Adam  Holli- 
oake opened  and  hit  eight 


from  four  balls  before  pulling 
the  first  ball  of  the  second 
over  to  midwicket  with  the 
score  on  12.  Craig  White  came 
in  next  but  went  in  similar 
fashion  two  overs  later. 

Mark  Butcher  offered  fur- 
ther evidence  of  his  ability  to 
score  quickly  and  also  of  his 
superb  running  between  the 
wickets,  with  24  from  21  balls 
before  he  was  run  out  after 
being  called  for  an  overthrow 
by  Owals  Shah.  The  Middle- 
sex teenager  also  contributed 
to  the  dismissal  of  Anthony 
McGrath,  left  stranded  after 
being  sent  back,  but  made 
amends  with  an  effortless 
flicked  six  over  the  distant 
square-leg  boundary - 

England  continued  to  go  for 
the  target  even  after  Shah 
was  lbw  for  29  from  22  balls, 


Harare  horror . . . AJec  Stewart  plays  on  to  his  stumps  after  scoring  a solitary  sfrngte  damdqles 


Lawrence  ‘fitter  than  ever’  and  hoping  to  return 


I 'HE  former  England  fast 
I bowler  David  Lawrence 
is  hoping  to  make  a sur- 
prise comeback,  two  years 
after  giving  up  all  hope  of 
recovering  from  splitting 
his  kneecap  so  dramati- 
cally In  a Test  in  New  Zea- 
land in  February  1992. 

“Syd”  is  now  32  but  has 
bad  preliminary  talks  with 
his  old  county  Gloucester- 
shire and  said  yesterday:  “I 
feel  latter  than  ever  and  I 
am  raring  to  go.  Pm  dead 


serious:  It  is  something  I 
have  got  to  do  for  myself.” 

The  Sussex  chairman 
Alan  Caffyn  has  hit  back  at 
criticism  of  the  county’s 
abrupt  dismissal  of  Ed  Gid- 
dins  only  two  days  after  the 
TCCB  banned  the  fast 
bowler  for  19  months  over 
a cocaine-positive  test. 

Writing  to  members,  Caf- 
fyn  claimed:  “There  is  no 
way  that  a bowler  of  Ed’s 
ability  would  not  have  been 
re-engaged  unless  there 


was  good  reason.  The  ‘drag* 
incident  was  just  one  factor 
and  not  the  sole  reason,  as 
the  press  would  have  you 
believe.  1 am  not,  however, 
prepared  to  go  Into  detains. 

“Had  Ed  asked  fix  help  it 
would  have  been  readily 
forthcoming.  However,  he 
continues  to  Insist  that  he 
has  never  taken  drags  of 
any sort” 

Giddins  has  signed  to 
play  for  Warwickshire 
when  his  ban  ends  in  1998. 


Australia  v West  Indies:  second  Test 

Ninety  per  cent 
Wame  plenty 
good  enough 


Mk»  Sehmy  hi  Sydney 


DURING  lunch  at  the' 
SCG  the  electronic 
scoreboard  ran  an  ad- 
vertisement of  Shane  Wame, 
Nike  ear-stud  gleaming,  send- 
ing down  a fizzer  that  turned 
Into  a buzz-saw  and  cut 
through  bat  stumps,  the  lot 
If  anything,  that  was  under- 
stating the  Golden  Magician 
Effect  yesterday.  - 
Not  10  minutes  previously, 
Wame  had  produced  such  a 
rip-snorting  rabbit  from  the 
hat  that  West  Indies,  at  that 
point  wan  placed  not  just  to 
save  this  Test  but  even  to  win 
it,  simply  curled  up  and  died 
to  go  2-0  down  in  the  series.  ■ 
Officially  the  mat^h  fin- 
ished 20  minutes  before  tea 
when  Courtney  Walsh  holed 
out  to  deep  square  leg,  to  give 
Wame  his  fourth  wicket  and 
Australia  victory  by  124  runs. 
But  to  an  Intents  it  ended  on 
the  fifth  ball  of  the  over  be- 
fore lunch  when  Shivnarlne 
Chanderpaul,  batting  glori- 
ously, copped  one  from 
Wame  rather  like  the  one 
that  Mike  Gattrng  copped  at 
Old  Traffiard  in  1993. 

Chasing  840,  and  27  without 
loss  overnight,  West  Indies 
had  lost  three  wickets,  includ- 
ing Brian  Lara's,  to  be  35  for 
three  before  the  froth  was  off 
the  members’  cappuccino. 

Later  the  tourists’  last 
seven  wickets  fell  for  63  runs, 
32  of  which  came  from  a pre- , 
carious  and  at  times  hilarious 
10th- wicket  stand  of  prod  and 
thrash  between  Walsh  and 
Courtney  Browne,  who 
scored  25  and  somehow 
remained  not  out  Australia’s 
bowling  was  good  but  West 
Indies’  batting,  like  their 
fielding  on  Monday,  was 
desperate. 

Except,  that  Is,  for  the  pair 
who  came  between  those  two 
collapses,  Chanderpaul  and 
Carl  Hooper,  who  in  23  sub- 
lime overs  together  added  117 
for  the  fourth  wicket  and 
made  batting  look  ridicu- 
lously easy  for  the  only  time 
in  this  match,  even  temporar- 
ily seeing  Wame  off 
Chanderpaul,  nimble-footed 
and  quick  of  stroke,  made  71 
from  only  68  deliveries,  reach- 
ing titq  half-century  from  only 
38  of  them,  while  the  new,  res- 
ponsible Hooper  creamed  his 
way  to  47.  It  was  glorious 
counter-attack  and.  Taylor  ad- 
mitted, tt  had  him  worried. 

What  price  genius,  though? 
Wane's  nine-over  spell  first 
thing  had  cost  Hm  52  runs,  38 
ranting  from  flw  last  four 
overs  as  Cbanderpaul’s  twin- 
kling feet  got  to  the  ball  on 
the  foil  Significantly,  though^ 
Wame  had  taken  one  of  the 
three  early  wickets,  bowling 
the  left-hander  Robert  Samu- 
els with  one  that  pitched  wide 
in  the  rough  outside  off  stump 
and  hit  middle.  This  was  the 
old  Wame  returning;  or  at 
least.  In  hi«  captain's  estima- 
tion, 90  per  cent  of  him. 

But  the-  tide ' turned  and, 
with  only  188  required  from 
the  last  four  hours,  Chander- 


paul was  playing  for  lunch 
with  two  Wame  deliveries 
left.  Into  ft**  footmarks  apin 
it  went,  but  way  out  and  close 
to  the  return  crease  this  time. 
Chanderpaul  tried  to  cut  but 
it  struck  back  perhaps  four 
feet  and  hit  middle  and  leg. 
Wame  could  scarcely  contain 
his  escitament. 

That  split  second  took  the 
fight  out  of  West  Indies.  After 
an  interval  of  contemplation, 
the  emphasis  shifted  from  try- 
ing to  win  to  trying  not  to  lose 
and  Hooper,  who  had  played 
so  beautifully  when  Chander- 
paul was  there,  went  into  his 
shell.  He  needed  40  minutes  to 
go  from  47  to  his  half-century 
and  finally  got  out  to  Michael 
Bevan’s  wrong  *un,  albeit  bi- 
zarrely  as  Taylor  fumbled  a 
catch  at  slip,  fell  on  to  his 
hack  and  flicked  up  the 
! rebound  with  his  foot. 

The  rest  departed  almost  " 
before  the  picket  gate  had 
stopped  swinging,  Adams  to 
the  excellent  Man  of  the 
Match  Glenn  McGrath, 
Bishop  to  a childish  runout, 
Ambrose  clueless  against 
Bevan  and  Benjamin  equally 
so  against  Wame. 

Much,  of  course,  had  been 
expected  of  Lara.  But  be  has 
been  a shadow  so  far  in  the 
series  and  remained  so  yes- 
terday, although  there  was  a 
touch  of  controversy  about 
his  dismimeai-  He  pulled  away 
disdainfully  from  McGrath's 
tennis-ball  bouncer  but  left 
his  bat  in  the  air.  The  ball 
clipped  the  bat,  Healy  dived 
forward  and  scooped  it  up  and 
David  Shepherd,  after  consul- 
tation with  Darrell  Hair  at 
square  leg,  gave  him  out 

Replays  proved  inconclu- 
sive. “Most  definitely  a 
catch,"  said  Taylor,  who  had 
been  at  first  slip,  ’T  saw  it  into 
his  gloves."  “No  comment," 
smiled  Walsh.  But  Lara 
handled  the  situation  excel- 
lently, leaving  without  fuss. 

At  times  West  Indies  looked  ' 
a sad  shambles.  "We  are  not 
looking  [like]  a professional 
unit  ...  probably  a lack  of 
concentration  or  lack  of  com- 
mitment or  a combination  of 
both,"  Walsh  said.  "AIL  the 
guys  are  trying  but  it’s  just 
not  happening.” 

"We  know  now,"  said 
Taylor,  “that  if  we  play  well 
we  can  make  them  crack.”  It 
used  to  be  the  other  way 
round.  Times  have  changed. 

AUSTRALIA!  Hrat  inning*  331  (G  Blew* 
ea  wriatl  5-96). 

wrt  — > Fire!  inning*  304  (8  camp- 
tMril  77;  McGnnfi  4-82). 
austiialjai  Second  innings  312-4  dec 
(MjanoBTBret  hurt.  M Waugh  B7). 

■Mend  tnafapa  (overnight  77-0) 

S Campbell  lbw  □ McGrath IS 

R Samuel*  b Worne — — is 

B Lara  c Keely  b McGrath 1 

C Hooper  c Taylor  b Bevan ST 

S Chanderpaul  b Worne 71 

J Ad*m*  e Steven  b McGrath B 

C Browne  not  out SS 

I Bishop  run  out  — O 

C Atnhraaa  b Bonn O 

K Benjamin  c Taylor  b Warn* 4 

C Walsh  c McGrath  b Warns 18 

Extras  (Ite.  nbl) S 

Total  (0B. 4 ovmo) 210 

M of  vfcWl-  M.  33.  55,  152.  157.  178. 

ITS.  ITS.  IBS. 

BowDngi  McGrath  17-7-36-3;  Wauoh 
4-0-15-a:  Gillespie  7-2-27-0;  Wame 
27.4-6-65-4:  Sevan  14-2-40-2. 

Umpires:  □ Hair  and  D Shepherd. 

Austral*  won  by  1*4  runs. 


Motor  Racing 


Squash 


Mansell  considers  comeback  with  Jordan 


Harris  shocked  by  Gregory’s  gall 


Uan  Horny 


ajIGEL  MANSELL  has  res- 
IW  ponded  to  an  approach 
•om  Jordan-Peugeot  and  will 
iofc  round  the  team's  head- 
barters  at  Silverstone  this 
.ornlng- 

'The  visit  is  cautiously  de- 
"jibed  as  no  more  than  “a 
z-el im inary  fact-finding 
tur"  to  establish  whether 
tfther  negotiations  might  be 
Srthwhlle,  but  its  timing  is 

ftnificant 


The  official  entry  list  for 
next  season's  world  champi- 
onship was  published  on 
Monday  and  it  showed  the 
second  Jordan-Peugeot  seat 
as  one  of  six  vacancies  yet  to 
be  filled  in  the  24-car  field. 
Their  named  driver  Is  the 
German  Ralf  Schumacher, 
younger  brother  of  Michael, 
Ferrarl’s  former  world 
champion. 

Tempting  the  43-year-old 
Mansell  out  of  retirement  — 
be  quit  after  driving  only  two 
races  for  McLaren-Mer cedes 


in  1995 — would  go  a long  way 
towards  easing  Eddie  Jor- 
dan's disappointment  at  fail- 
ing to  secure  Damon  Hill's 
services  for  1997. 

Jordan  are  under  pressure 
from  Peugeot,  their  engine 
supplier,  to  improve  their 
results  and  could  lose  those 
engines  to  an  all-French  team 
headed  by  Alain  Prost  in  1998. 
If  Mansell,  the  1992  world 
champion,  can  still  perform 
competitively  he  might  be 
just  the  driver  they  need  at  a 
critical  moment. 


Richard  Jago  in  Bombay 


PAUL  GREGORY  recovered 
from  within  three  points 
of  defeat  and  overcame  some 
quirky  refereeing  yesterday 
to  upset  the  seedings  and  earn 
a quarter-final  with  the 
favourite,  Rodney  Eyles. 

At  one  stage  Gregory  ac- 
cused the  referee  of  “costing 
him  his  wages"  but  he  fought 
back  from  8-11  in  the  fourth 
game  against  the  fifth  seed 
Del  Harris,  and  his  8-15, 15-8, 


12-15,  15-13,  15-8  win  in  the 
£65,000  Mahlndra  Interna- 
tional after  almost  an  hour 
and  a half  will  have  guaran- 
teed him  one  of  his  biggest 
pay-days. 

Harris  tired  in  the  later 
stages  and  the  two  tins  and 
the  lob  out  of  court  he  pro- 
jected in  the  last  three  rallies 
Of  the  fourth  game  caused  the 
contest  to  slip  away  from  him. 

England’s  Mark  Calms 
reached  the  quarters  with  a 
15-13, 15-12, 15-11  victory  over 
Egypt's  Omar  El  Bondossy. 
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Saracens  capture  Springbok  star,  page  1 3 
Manchester  City’s  £1  Om  windfall,  page  14 
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Henman  storms  to  megabuckvictory^p  Yfc- 

England  embarT^SgSh^^ggig- 


SportsG 


SOCCER 


Uefia  Cup,  third  round,  second  leg:  Newcastle  United  2,  FC  Metz  0 (agg : 3-1) 

Asprilla’s  perfect  double 


Michael  Walker 


JUST  as  Newcastle 
United  were  contem- 
plating their  first 
goalless  draw  for 
nearly  2 Yi  years, 
Faustino  Asprilla.  the  man 
who  cannot  score  in  domestic 
football  but  revels  on  the 
European  nights,  snatched 
two  late  goals  at  St  James’ 
Park. 

A stooping  81st-minute 
header  was  followed  60 
seconds  later  by  a flick  over 
the  advancing  Metz  goal- 
keeper and,  though  both  goals 
were  against  the  run  of  {day, 
they  guarantee  Newcastle  a 
place  in  the  quarter-final 
draw  on  Friday  week. 

It  is  never  straightforward 
with  Asprilla,  though,  and, 
having  been  booked  for  exces- 
sive celebration  after  his 
opener,  the  Colombian  will  be 
suspended  for  whomsoever 
Newcastle  meet  then. 

It  had  been  a long  time  com- 
ing for  Newcastle  but,  when 
Peacock  chested  down  Gilles- 
pie's centre  and  knocked  the 
ball  back  across  goal,  Asprilla 
nodded  home  from  four 
yards.  His  second,  a noncha- 
lant flick  after  a daring  ran, 
sealed  the  result  but  the  scor- 
eline flattered  Newcastle. 
Their  performance  was  as  un- 
convincing as  any  of  late. 

A calendar  month  and  five 
games  had  passed  without 
Newcastle  experiencing  vic- 
tory but  Keegan  persisted 
with  his  now  familiar  line-up. 
In  fact  it  was  Metz  who  made 
changes,  with  Isaias,  the  man 
who  felled  Batty,  as  expected 
on  the  bench.  Metz  also  had  a 
different  keeper  from  the  first 
leg,  Biancarelli,  a 26-year-old 
Corsican  who  had  played  only 
10  times  for  the  club. 

In  a nervous  opening  from 
the  home  side  it  was  almost  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before 
Biancarelli  had  to  make  a 
serious  intervention.  For  the 
first  10  minutes  the  men  in 
rouge,  just  as  Ferencvaros 
had  been  In  the  previous 
round,  were  the  livelier. 


-Cv  tx 


***'  g.  f J 


One  that  got  away  . - - Asprilla  Innfas  impressive  In  the  facp  of  Mute’s  goalkeeper  Mannm»IH  Imt  this  riiawee  wmw  Fn  nothing  PHOTOGRAPH:  WCHAELSTTSE 


Elliott  was  twice  exposed, 
early  on,  by  the  speed  of 
Pires,  then  Traore;  and,  once 
Blanchard  had  shown  clean 
soles  to  Beardsley,  the 
Frenchman  was  able  to  run  60 
yards  unchallenged  before 
bringing  a back-pedalling  tip- 


over  save  out  of  Smicek. 

It  was  not  the  kind  of  at- 
tacking  to  cause  panic, 
though  neither  were  Newcas- 
tle offering  more  than 
glimpses  of  danger  them- 
selves. A curling  Gillespie 
centre  just  eluded  the  dive  of 


Shearer  and  a driven  Gilles- 
pie shot  was  harkpd  Off  the 
line  by  Kastendeuch. 

Speculative  shots  from  Lee 
and  Ginala  followed  but  the 
visitors'  swift,  incisive  break- 
aways continued  to  carry  the 
greater  promise  of  a goal.  In 


GOLD 


the  36th  minute  one  should 
have  arrived.  Once  again 
Pires  found  space  behind  El- 
liott and,  when  his  cross 
swept  in  from  the  byline,  Al- 
bert missed  his  kick;  the  ball 
bounced  perfectly  towards 
Lang  but  he  put  his  header  ; 
over  from  six  yards.  j 

A stinging  30-yard  thunder- 1 
bolt  from  Pires  was  then  par- 
ried over  by  Smicek,  who 
wisely  did  not  try  to  catch  it 
At  least  the  half  was  to  end 
on  a comparatively  bright 
note  for  Newcastle  with  a 
typically  hungry  smash-and- 
grab  tackle  and  blast  from 
Shearer.  And,  when  Asprilla 
sped  by  Terrier  after  the  in- 
terval, it  seemed  the  Colom- 
bian bad  caught  the  mood. 

However,  any  optimism 
caused  by  that  little  flurry  of 
activity  dissolved  abruptly.  In 
the  next  minute  Lee’s  slack 
pass  from  outside  his  own 
area  went  directly  to  Pires, 
who  in  a flash  had  exchanged 
a one- two  with  Traore  and 
was  bearing  down  on  Smicek. 
Having  apparently  steadied 


O 

“It’s  a very 


hlmselt  though,  and  with 
35.000  mouths  agape,  Pires 
swung  his  shot  into  the  side- 
netting. 

When,  15  minutes  later, 
Blanchard  ran  on  to  another 
cute  Pires  through-ball,  only 
to  go  down  as  Albert  cut 
across,  the  crowd  was  to  suf- 
fer another  heart-stopping 
moment.  The  referee  raised 
his  arm  hut,  when  he  pointed, 
it  was  to  the  six-yard  box  not 
the  penalty  spot 

Acutely  aware  they  needed 
to  score  to  have  any  rhanrp  of 
progressing,  Metz  maintained 
their  pressure  and  it  was  al- 
ways intelligent,  never  reck- 
less. Keegan  was  even  wor- 
ried enough  by  the  ease  with 
which  Pires  ran  by  Elliott 
that  he  brought  off  Ginola 
and  replaced  him  with  a de- 
fender. Watson. 

Hi  wo— Mb  UoHodi  Smlcok;  PMCOCfc. 
AJOart.  Elliott.  Bitty,  Lao.  Qlliaspis, 
Baardslay,  Ginola  (Watson,  SBrain). 
Shaarar,  AaprtUa  (Clark.  89}. 

VC  Mots  Biancaralk;  Song.  KastsnOeuch. 
Tamer.  Straasar.  Sarradazum.  Blanchard 
(laalaa.  90).  Arplnon  (OywoM.  78).  Plraa. 
Lang.  Traore, 

HaHnai  S HuhmemhaJer  (Swttzsriand). 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,827 


Set  by  Janus 


story  that  I’d 
like  to  see 
performed, 
for  River’s 


I A 


nothing  else. 
And  I know 
this  sounds 
funiq&but 

it’s  a good 

script” 

Performing 
River 
Phoenix’s 
last  film 


G2  Arts 


1 Vue  wretch  perpetrating 
crimes  on  worker  (S) 

6 Withdrawn  by  a retrying 

donkey  (5) 

9 Is  it  the  usual  custom 
among  doctors?  (7,8)  . 

10  Spoken  end  piece  to  story  (4) 

11  North  Africa*  attraction 
rejected  by  naval  officers  (8) 

1 4 God  in  Oriental  grave  (9) 

15  Settles  on  last  plot  In 
headland  (5) 

.16  Public  green  with  nothing 
on  it  {5) 

18  The  height  of  exaltation  (9) 

20  Arose  from  Egyptian  leader 
flouting  mandate  (B) 

21  Rower-party  backing  queer 
(4) 

25  Unforgettable  ghostly  air7 


26  Belonging  to  those  people 

of  South  Bra  (5) 

27  Obstacle  fora  rustic  crane- 
operator  (9) 

Down 


1 GhHd  said  to  have  power  (5) 

2 Unique  model  garment  (7) 

3 ki  another  area  it  might  be 
uncommon  (4) 

4 Confederate  of  General 
Lysander{4) 

B Over  there,  Dante  is 
doomed  (10) 

6 Mishap  a novice  made  a 
note  of?  po) 

7 Threatening  to  And  one  In 
moonshot  by  America  (7) 

8 Odd  forenames  for  a 
fraternity  member  (9) 

12  Professional  right  about 
Thespian’s  muscle  (10) 

18  A golfer's  watering  hole  (10) 


tPiilpl 


Jim  White 


IT  WONT  be  easy,  the 
scenes  of  anguish  are 
relentless,  but  every  foot- 
ball fen  should  watch  Hills- 
bo rough,  Jimmy  McGovern’s 
television  examination  of  the 
worst  tragedy  In  British  sport- 
ing history  which  is  screened 
tomorrow  night  If  only  to 
realise,  were  it  not  for  the  in- 
tervention of  chance,  it  could 
have  been  you. 

The  events  covered  by  the 
ffim  are,  according  to  the 
Chief  Constable  of  South 
Yorkshire,  too  recent  to  be  a fit 
subject  for  dramatic  examina- 
tion. When  his  force  was  ap- 
proached for  help  early  in  the 
work's  research,  he  protested 
that  such  a project  might  up- 
set the  families  of  the  victims. 
Which,  it  might  be  thought, 
was  a bit  of  a first  in  South 
Yorkshire  police’s  attitude  to 
toe  disaster:  worrying  about 
the  families'  sensibilities 
rather  than  their  own  backs. 

In  fact,  the  film  came  about 
only  because  toe  Hillsborough 
Families’  Support  Group  ap- 
proached McGovern  specifi- 
cally to  write  up  their  story. 
They  met  after  a special 
screening  of  an  episode  of  the 
writer's  Cracker,  the  one 
about  Arhip,  the  skinhead 
driven  to  serial  murder  by 
what  he  saw  at  Hillsborough. 

T was  worried  that  some  of 
them  might  be  upset  by  afic- 
tional  depletion  erf  their 
trauma  in  Cracker, ’’  McGov- 
ern says.  "So  we  arranged  for 
toem  to  see  it  Afterwards  a 
couple  of  them  said  they  actu- 
ally Identified  with  Albie’s 
rage.  I have  never  seen  so 
much  anger  in  people's  eyes.” 

The  families  agreed  with 
McGovern  that,  far  from  being 
too  early,  it  was  about  time 
their  side  of  things  was  given 
an  airing. 

’It  is  about  time  because  it’s 
the  truth.”  he  says.  aT  wanted 
as  well  to  be  fair  to  the  ordi- 
nary copper  on  the  ground 
who  was  let  down  by  lack  of 
leadership  on  toe  day.  Some 
might  feel,  on  seeing  it  I was 
beinga  bit  too  kind.  But  I was 
desperate  not  to  let  the  South 
Yorkshire  force  have  the  ex- 
cuse that  I was  just  being  anti- 
police  In  order  to  dism  iss  the 

film." 

Drama-documentary  is  a 
contentious  genre,  one  which 
has  been  compromised  by 

flawed  offerings  such  as  In 
The  Name  Of  The  Father.  As  it 


Allis* 

►.  -T’-V  JT«  ( Ji  Ty 

suggests  that  the  jury  at  the 
Hillsborough  disaster  inquest 
may  not  have  been  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  facts  when  it 
delivered  a verdict  of  acciden- 
tal death. 


SADLY,  you  fed  that 
toe  interests  involved 
are  too  strong  to  allow 
a single  television  pro- 
gramme the  clout  to  reopen 
the  case.  But  McGovern  felt 
obliged  to  try. 

T think  it  is  clear  from  the 
film  who  we  reckon  was  to 
hiame  for  the  disaster,”  he 
says.  “We  know  what  hap- 
pened; if  anyone  thinks  any  of 
it  is  untruthful,  then  let  them 
sue  me.”  • 

And  you  get  the  feeling, 
from  his  tone  of  voice,  that  he 
would  rather  enjoy  that 
• Hillsborough  will  be  shown 
on  ITV  tomorrow  at  9pm  with 
the  concluding  part  at  10.40pm. 
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CROSSWORD  SOLUTION  20,826 


14  Notes  revised  before  talk  on 

bird  (9) 

17  Deletion  certain  after  a 
number  of  years  (7) 

1®  Pulled  in  by  hotel  with 
Internal  attraction  (7) 

22  Move  around  kitchen 
appliance  (5) 

23  Arch  itectural  flier  (4) 

24  Airmen  taking  one  up  and 
away  (4) 

Solution  tomorrow 


v stuck?  Then  cd  our  soutane  few 
On  0SB1  338  33S.  Cafe  cost  SOp  pW 
mhula  Mon-fit  tan-flpm,  and  45p 
per  minute  at  al  other  Umaa.  Santa* 
suppled  by  ATS 


